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I saw her every Sunday.  
 
My home parish in Pennsylvania was built in the late 1800’s. It had a long center aisle, with the 
main altar right up front in the middle. On either side of the main altar there were two side altars. 
On the left was the large statue of Saint Joseph.  
 
On the right was the Blessed Virgin Mary. The statue we had in my home church looked very 
much like the statue we have here at St. Mary’s – the one which is just outside the Daily Mass 
chapel. 
 
When I was a boy and looked up at the statue of the Virgin Mary in my church, she looked so 
peaceful, so holy. Her hands were folded perfectly. Her eyes were turned to heaven with trust. 
On her head was a crown of gold. 
 
Behind the statue, there were mosaic pieces that were shiny, and around her feet were many 
candles. So it always looked like Mary was sparkly and peaceful. 
 
And as a boy I thought to myself, “That’s what holiness looks like.” Mary always seemed so 
perfect, so focused on heaven that nothing could disturb her peace. We were told that if we 
wanted to be holy, we needed to be like Mary – Mary who said ‘yes’ to God…  Mary who 
always did what God wanted her to do. 
 
When I thought of holiness, that was the image I had in mind. Hands folded, eyes to heaven, 
focused on God, surrounded by flickering candle light and shiny, heavenly stuff. 
 
That is ONE image of what holiness looks like. And it taught me lessons that I needed to learn. 
 
But that was only one statue, in one church. 
 
There are other images of Mary, other statues, and they teach us additional truths about holiness. 
 
Take, for instance, this statue, this image of Mary which is found just to right as you walk into 
Saint Mary’s church. Whenever people walk in to celebrate the Eucharist, they pass by this 
image of holiness, this statue of the Virgin Mary.  
 



What does this statue teach us about holiness? 
 
Notice, there is no sparkly stuff around her. She is not holding flowers – she is holding a 
common basket. Her hands are not folded in prayer – her hands are working. 
 
The artist who made this statue portrays Mary hard at work. And she is doing what mom’s have 
done for ages and ages. She is working to feed her family. Her hands are working with the grain, 
in the basket – the grain that will eventually become the bread that she bakes to feed her family.  
 
And as she prepares a meal for the family, her eyes are directed to a specific spot in our church – 
she is looking at the altar, where the Eucharist takes place. She is making the connection between 
the daily bread that her family will eat at home, and the daily bread we receive from Jesus in the 
Eucharist. 
 
When I was a little boy, looking at the statue of Mary in my home church, I thought that holiness 
looked like that – I thought that holiness was all about prayer, and peace, being focused on God, 
and being in church with my eyes toward heaven. 
 
Yet this statue, here in this church, is apparently telling us that holiness is also something that 
happens in our homes, in our daily lives, in something as ‘ordinary’ as cooking a meal, working 
with our hands, doing the daily chores, and understanding that there is a connection between my 
daily life and the Eucharistic life. This statue tells me that holiness doesn’t just happen for shiny 
people who are famous. Holiness can happen for ordinary, hard-working, imperfect people like 
us! 
 
So which statue is right? Guess what? The answer is that they are both right! 
 
All through the month of May, we celebrate the faith and courage of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
We treasure her example of holiness. In today’s first reading, we hear ONE description of what 
her holiness looked like. We hear that Mary was with the early followers of Jesus. That is, she 
was with the early Church community. And what were they doing? They were praying.  
 
So if we want to follow Mary’s example, if we want to know how to be holy, this is part of the 
way to do it: stay connected to the church community. Don’t try to make the journey of faith 
alone, or in isolation. Christ calls us into the community of faith. He calls us to be the church. 
And we hear his call through prayer. Just like Mary, we are called to listen to Jesus in prayer 
every day. Listen to Jesus. We need to do that in order to be holy. 
 
That’s the first image of holiness from the first reading. 
 



What about the Gospel? What does holiness look like in the Gospel? 
 
It looks like Mary and Joseph having an experience that many parents have faced. They lost their 
son! They lost Jesus! They took their eyes off him, and the next thing you know they are 
frantically searching for him.  
 
Meanwhile, Jesus is asking questions in the Temple. Apparently, holiness includes asking 
questions about faith. 
 
And when Mary and Joseph do find Jesus, he speaks to them in a way that was probably 
confusing and maybe even hurtful.  
 
What does holiness look like in today’s Gospel? It looks like a family that is not perfect. It looks 
like a son asking questions. It looks like a mom and dad doing their best but not always getting it 
right. It looks like a family that sounds a lot like my family! A son who says things that might 
hurt his mother’s heart, parents who are sometimes careful yet sometimes frantic; human beings 
who are just that – human. Yet they never forget that God is with them, and God is working 
through them. 
 
Aha. That might be the real message here. What does holiness look like? It looks like human 
beings who understand that no matter what they are doing, God is with them, and God is 
working through them.  
 
Was God with Mary when she was praying? Yes. Was God with Mary when she was looking for 
her lost son? Yes. Was God with Mary when she was making bread for her family’s meal? Yes.  
 
This is one of the most important things that Mary teaches us. She teaches us to take a look at 
everything we do in life, and to understand that even the most ordinary parts of our day are 
things that God is interested in. 
 
You don’t have to be sitting in church to be holy. 

We are called to be holy when we are sitting at home, doing school work at the table, eating 
supper with our family, sitting on the couch watching a movie with our siblings. 
 
We are called to be holy, not just when our hands are folded in prayer, but when we are working 
with our hands – taking out the trash, working in the garden, typing an email, folding laundry. 
 
Holiness is not just for the perfect people down the street – holiness is what can happen in your 
house and mine, where imperfect people understand that God is with us at every moment, and 
God wants to work through us at every moment, making the world a better place. 



 
So, be like Mary in this statue. Do your daily work. And keep your eyes on Jesus. 
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