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How many of you have ever gone fishing? 
 
When I was little, my family lived in Pennsylvania. And there was a river nearby. It wasn’t very 
big – it was called the Schuylkill River. 
  
When I was in 4th grade, my dad announced that we were going to take our row boat and go on 
the river. I was so happy - dad was taking me, and my little brother Karl, fishing!  
 
So on Saturday morning, we got into dad’s truck. As we drove, dad reviewed the safety 
instructions. He said, “Always wear your floatation vest. Be careful of the fishing hooks.  And 
above all, once we are on the water, do not stand up in the boat.”  
 
We got to the river, got into the boat, and threw our lines into the water. And… nothing 
happened.  My brother got bored and started to eat a whole bag of Fritos. 
 
And then… my bobber went under the water and my fishing rod started to bend. It felt like a 
huge fish was on the other end of that line! My dad said, “start to reel him in, but do it slowly.” 
But I was so excited. My hands shook. Dad told me to stay calm. My brother spit a Frito over the 
side of the boat. 
 
The fish pulled extra hard on the line, and I panicked.  I broke safety rule number one – I stood 
up in the boat! Dad told me to sit down. The boat rocked, the fish pulled again, and… I fell over 
the side of the boat, into the dirty waters of the Schuylkill River! 
 
Fortunately, the water was only about 2 feet high on that part of the river. I could feel my shoes 
sinking slowly in the mud. 
 
My dad was not happy. My brother laughed at me and said, “I’ve heard of people catching fish, 
but this time the fish caught you!” 
 
This time, the fish caught you. 
 
In today’s reading, we hear about another man who got caught by a fish! 
 



His name is Jonah. God wanted Jonah to go to a city called Nineveh. God wanted the people 
there to stop doing bad things, and to turn away from their sinful ways. So God was sending 
Jonah to Nineveh to preach and tell people to do the right thing. 
 
Yes, the people in Nineveh were notoriously bad sinners. And in the Old Testament we also find 
out that Jonah and the other people in Israel did not like the folks in Nineveh. In fact, Jonah 
wanted God to PUNISH the folks in Nineveh – not save them. Punish them for their sins. Show 
them the wrath of God. 
 
Jonah wanted God to destroy the city of Nineveh – but God wanted to give the people there a 
second chance. 
 
Jonah did not like this. So what did he do when God told him to go and preach repentance in 
Nineveh? He ran away. God wanted him to go this way, Jonah ran that way. 
 
But no matter how far Jonah tried to run from God, God was already there. In his attempt to run 
away from God’s calling in his life, Jonah gets on a boat which is sailing away from Nineveh. 
Jonah is still trying to get away from the town where God wanted him to preach. 
 
A big storm came along, and Jonah got thrown overboard. And do you know what happened 
next? 
 
He got swallowed by a big fish! In other words: He got caught by a huge fish! Eventually, after 
three days, the fish spits Jonah onto the beach. And guess where Jonah was? Not far from 
Nineveh! 
 
You see - eventually, God WILL get you to where you’re supposed to be… one way or 
another… 
 
We need to know all of this background in order to understand today’s reading, because today’s 
reading contains three important words. 
 
The first sentence says, “The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up and 
go to Nineveh…” 
 
Don’t miss those three important words. The word of the Lord came to Jonah A SECOND 
TIME. 
 
A second time. AFTER Jonah tried to run away. After the storm. After Jonah got caught by the 
big fish. God gives Jonah a second chance. And God gave the people of Nineveh a second 



chance. 
 
This story is so important for lots of reasons. For instance, I’ll bet that there may be times when 
someone makes you mad, or hurts your feelings. And you might find yourself saying, “I hope 
something horrible happens to that person!” You might wish that God would punish them! 
 
That’s how Jonah felt. And he was surprised to find out that God wasn’t going to punish the 
people, God was going to give them a second chance. 
 
So this readings makes me wrestle with an uncomfortable question: What do I want to happen to 
the folks I call my enemies? Is there someone in your life that you really don’t like? Some 
politicians? Some person in your family or neighborhood? Someone who has hurt you? 
 
When you pray about that person or that situation, how do you pray? Do you pray, “God, please 
send your wrath and anger upon that person to destroy them?” Or do you pray, “Lord, please 
send them your love and help them to live a life that is pleasing to you?” What do you wantr God 
to do to your enemies? What do you want God to do FOR your enemies? Jonah wanted his 
enemies to be destroyed. God wanted to give them a second chance. 
 
And just as God gave them a second chance, God gave Jonah a second chance. Jonah tried to run 
away from where God told him to go. But God does not give up on Jonah. Sometimes we don’t 
pay attention to God. But God does not give up on us. God gives us a second chance. 
 
In these days of quarantine, some of us are dealing with frustration, fear, anger, resentments. 
There may be people in our families, or on TV, who really are getting on our last nerve. We may 
secretly be wishing that God was back in the ‘fire and brimstone’ business, and we may want to 
send an email to God, giving him a list of names of the people who deserve punishment.  
 
But Jonah discovered that God calls each of us by name, and wants to give every one of us, 
another chance to change. Most of us will not get caught by a fish – but all of us are caught up in 
the loving embrace of Jesus. There, in the heart of Christ, we discover our own need to repent 
and change. Thank God that we always have another chance. 
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