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Last month, I had a chance to go home to Pennsylvania to visit my father. After several months 
of quarantine here in Virginia, it was nice to get home. 
 
One morning, I decided to take a walk around my dad’s property. 
 
The southeast corner of his property is a slopping field, about an acre in size. Today, it is full of 
evergreen trees – some over 30 feet tall. 
 
And as I walked around that field, surrounded by those tall trees, I remembered the day when my 
father, mother, brother and I planted those evergreen trees, well over 30 years ago. 
 
My dad went to a local tree nursery and purchased saplings. They were about 6 inches tall.  
 
And that is how my brother and I learned how to plant trees – how to break open the soil with a 
shovel, how to make sure that the roots were pointed straight down.  
 
We planted those trees 30 years ago. Then nature took over. 
 
If we had not planted those beautiful trees, that field might just be overgrown with brambles and 
scrub bushes. 
 
What you plant is important.  
 
I learned that lesson a number of times as a child. One summer, my dad let me plant whatever I 
wanted to plant in a small section of the garden.  
 
I decided that I would grow pumpkins! 
 
I went into the shed where dad kept a variety of seeds in small paper bags. I opened one bag, 
looked as the seeds, and decided to plant them. The only problem was that I did not read what 
was written on the bag. 
 
So imagine my surprise when, months later, I went to my section of the garden and harvested… 
lima beans! 
 
You reap what you sow. You get what you planted. What I decide to do today will have an 
impact on the future.  
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus calls the 12 apostles. He sends them forth to proclaim that the kingdom 



of heaven is at hand! 
 
When Jesus preaches about the ‘Kingdom of heaven,’ he often uses images based on planting, 
growing, harvesting.  
 
The kingdom in like a small mustard seed which grows to an enormous size… 

 
The kingdom is like a farmer, who sows seed on different kinds of soils… 
 
The kingdom is like a farmer who finds weeds among his wheat… 
 
The apostles of Jesus are sent to proclaim the good news, which teaches us how to live the 
kingdom here and now. 
 
The kingdom is not a place. The kingdom of God happens wherever people decide to do God’s 
will on earth, ‘as it is in heaven.’ 
 
The kingdom begins to happen wherever the truth is spoken, wherever love is chosen over hate, 
wherever justice is embraced. 
 
As the prophet Hosea reminded us today, we are called to sow justice, and we will reap a harvest 
that is good. 
 
Through these kingdom images, Christians are called to do the right thing right now, realizing 
that the harvest – the result – may not become evident for years and years. 
 
My family planted those trees 30 years ago. Only now are they tall and magnificent. Farmers 
planted corn and soybeans weeks ago – the harvest will come later in the summer. 
 
We, who participate in the kingdom, are called to do what is true, what is loving, what is just, 
TODAY… even if no one notices, even if we don’t see immediate results, even if we are not sure 
how our decision today will impact the future.  
 
The Lord asks us to plant the seed of goodness wherever we go, whatever we do… trusting that 
the harvest, the future, is in God’s hands.  
 
The good decisions I make today may bring a rich harvest to someone in the future. The bad 
decisions I make today may bring suffering to someone in the future. 
 
Right now, as a nation, we are struggling to deal with the bitter harvest of slavery and racial 
injustice. Centuries ago, there were people around the world – including right here in our own 
country – who believed that they had a right to own other human beings. 
 



That decision planted a destructive seed. The painful harvest continues to unfold. 
 
As the industrial revolution happened, few paid attention to how human decisions would have an 
impact on our environment. Pollution became rampant. The destructive results of what was 
planted then continue to create a concern today. 
 
Decades ago, the Supreme Court ruled that abortion should be legal in our country. Those judges 
panted a murderous seed, and so far 40 million heartbeats have been halted. Do we have any idea 
what kind of harvest will come now that such a horrible seed has been planted in our midst? 
 
And yet, the Lord of the harvest tells us to keep planting in the kingdom. The Lord of the harvest 
calls on each of us to plant goodness, truth, justice, love, peace, right here, right now, today.  
 
Yes, in our culture, there have been some destructive things planted. But our Lord has not given 
us a spirit of cowardice. The Lord fills us with his spirit of courage.  
 
We are called, like the apostles, to go out each day and do what is right, say what is right, stand 
for what is right. Every time we do that – even when no one else is looking – we are planting 
another seed in the kingdom. 
 
We are choosing to believe in a future full of hope. We are trusting that the seedling we put into 
God’s ground today will grow with God’s help and become what God wants it to be.  
 
The world has enough lima beans. But the world – today, and tomorrow – needs love, life, 
goodness, justice, joy, forgiveness, peace. 
 
Plant that seed today. Then stand back and watch as God helps it grow. 
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