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Plus ça change, plus c'est la même chose! With pronunciation 

apologies to my French wife, Valérie, that commonly translates to 

mean “the more things change, the more they stay the same”. The 

quote is attributed to the 19th century French critic and novelist Jean-

Baptiste Alphonse Karr. By the time he was 40, he had seen two 

political revolutions and was anticipating a third. Cynically, he imagined 

that his response to the third would be the same as the other two. “The 

more things change, the more they stay the same.” Have YOU ever had 

that feeling? It’s a statement of exasperation and a sense of ending up 

right where you started. Well, it certainly seems that there has been a 

lot of change without much sameness in 2020, or as I like to call it, “the 

year that never was”. Look at the world; look at our country; look even 

at our parish which is losing two beloved institutions in Sr. Pat and 

Sharon Vrtis. Everywhere you look, every day, it seems that something 

has changed. Typically, I’m not a fan of change. I like the comfort of a 

routine. I like to wrap myself in the familiar. It’s easy and I don’t have to 

think or try too hard. But these last few months, it’s been hard to keep 
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my routine and to keep up with all the things that are changing. I’ve 

had to learn to adapt, to adjust, to accept. In the midst of all of this 

change, it is hard to find any sameness onto which to grab. Is there 

anything permanent which will allow us to steady ourselves? 

Our Gospel reading is Matthew’s account of Jesus’ Ascension. 

That moment when Jesus had completed his earthly work and his 

glorified body ascended to the Father. Something had come to an end 

and endings sometimes bring grief, sorrow, and confusion. That had 

been the case at the crucifixion . . . but this time was different. The 

Gospel of Luke tells us that they left that spot and returned to 

Jerusalem . . . with great joy. Their joy was because of their 

understanding and their faith. It would be explicable if they were 

somewhat disheartened. After all, they had lost all hope after seeing 

their friend brutally murdered only to experience the immense joy of 

the resurrected Jesus. And now, just as they were getting comfortable 
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with his being back, he is going away again . . . at least physically. Things 

were changing, yet again. 

 Few people really get accustomed to change but the Apostles 

certainly had learned to accept its constancy in their lives. From the 

moment they first heard, met, were called by Jesus, everything 

changed. And just when they thought that they understood, Jesus 

would ask them to change again, in all sorts of ways. Some of their 

names changed, their jobs changed, their titles changed, their 

expectations changed (more than once), and ultimately, as they 

surrendered themselves to God, their hearts were changed. Jesus 

taught them that his Kingdom is not a military or national one but 

something so much bigger. It is a Kingdom so radical and profound that 

in order to be a part of it every part of them had to change. And now 

before he ascended, he was entrusting its fulfillment to them. 

But the story doesn’t end there. As the original followers received 

the Holy Spirit and the Church was born, they and the Church were 
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required to repeatedly change. Important and sensitive questions with 

practical and theological implications had to be answered: Was the 

faith open to Gentiles and if so, how would that work? Was male 

circumcision required or not? What about the dietary law? Was Temple 

sacrifice still needed? How do we minister to the foreign speaking 

Greeks? There was not consensus on any of these questions which 

means everyone in some way had to accept a new reality, come to 

terms with it, and change. 

It was their mission to bring about the Kingdom of God on Earth. 

To do this, they had to seek the counsel of the Holy Spirit and to do 

God’s will, no matter how difficult or painful it may have been because, 

in the end, it wasn’t their WILL but God’s. This means that they had to 

let parts of themselves die so that something greater in them might 

live. This sacrifice not only built them up but also built up the Kingdom 

of God. Throughout the millennia, baptized Christians have been called 

to do the same thing. We must pray to seek God’s counsel, act upon it, 
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and work tirelessly to bring about His Kingdom. Things that we may 

think are important in the moment are not to get in the way of what is 

truly important. 2000 years of this should have taught us that many 

things are passing, they change, and often times must. The things of 

man are impermanent. Nations rise and fall and others take their place; 

monuments are erected, taken down, and are replaced; names are 

given to things and then are changed. These changes should not 

distract us from what is truly important. We know what is truly 

important because we have been baptized into it. It is what Jesus did 

and what we are called to do. We must raise up everyone, heal all 

pains, and join with them to bring about His Kingdom - a Kingdom of 

love, peace, and justice. In order to do this, we still must undergo a lot 

of change: in our world, in our country, and in ourselves. There are 

many things that we hold onto as if they are sacred which puts this 

work at risk and jeopardizes God’s Kingdom. These temporal things 

present a risk when they do not raise up, heal, and join people 

together; when they do not promote love, peace, and justice. We still 



Scripture Reflection – Matthew 28:16-20  2020-07-23 
 

Kirk Collins  Page 6 of 6 

live in a time where the dignity of people is too easily ignored; where 

the voices of many are still not heard. We live in a time when the state 

assumes the right to execute certain people; where the killing of babies 

is falsely propagated as a right. Where people go to bed hungry and 

others are desperately alone. Making the needed changes in ourselves 

and society will not be easy; it never has, but it is these very life and 

world changing things which are the mission of Christians. It requires 

conversion to see things, each other, and ourselves as Jesus sees them. 

We are his disciples and Jesus is calling us to an amazing and profound 

conversion so that WE can go out in the world and do his work. This 

kind of work is difficult, it demands much of us, but we are not alone.  

Jesus said “behold, I am with you always, until the end of the 

age”. We will be partners with Jesus as we help to bring about his 

Kingdom here on Earth, and, through it all, he will be with us. Always. 

Isn’t it nice to know that some things never change? 


