
Welcome to St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Richmond, Virginia! 

Thank you for praying with us today as we open our hearts to the Word of God. 

My name is Teresa Lee, and I serve as the Director of Evangelization on the staff here at Saint 

Mary’s. 

As we begin our time of reflection and prayer today, we ask the Holy Spirit to guide us as we 

listen to the voice of the Lord who speaks to us in the Scriptures. 

Let us pray in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

(Acts 8:26-40) 

Then the angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, “Get up and head south on the road that 

goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza, the desert route.” So he got up and set out. Now 

there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, that is, the queen of 

the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury, who had come to Jerusalem to 

worship, and was returning home. Seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 

Isaiah. The Spirit said to Philip, “Go and join up with that chariot.” Philip ran up and 

heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and said, “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs me?” So he invited Philip 

to get in and sit with him. This was the scripture passage he was reading:  

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

so he opened not his mouth. 
In (his) humiliation justice was denied him. 

Who will tell of his posterity? 

For his life is taken from the earth.” 



 
Then the eunuch said to Philip in reply, “I beg you, about whom is the prophet saying 

this? About himself, or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth and, 

beginning with this scripture passage, he proclaimed Jesus to him. As they traveled 

along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look, there is water. 

What is to prevent my being baptized?” Then he ordered the chariot to stop, and Philip 

and the eunuch both went down into the water, and he baptized him. When they 

came out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away, and the eunuch saw 

him no more, but continued on his way rejoicing. (Philip came to Azotus and went 

about proclaiming the good news to all the towns until he reached Caesarea.)  

 

“The Word of the Lord” 

Philip has been in Samaria preaching the message of Jesus when the angel of the Lord calls him 

to travel south to Gaza. It is on the road that he encounters the Ethiopian eunuch. His status as 

a eunuch would have prevented him from becoming a full member of God’s people and 

entering the inner courts of the temple, and yet, he is drawn to Judaism and has come to 

believe in the one God whom the Jews worshipped. And so we find him here, seated in his 

chariot, reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. God’s purpose for this meeting is for 

Philip to evangelize the eunuch, so he commands Philip, in the form of the Spirit, to join him in 

the chariot. The eunuch’s admission that he does not understand what he is reading is an 

opportunity for Philip to proclaim the good news of  Jesus. Their initial exchange-“Do you 

understand what you are reading?” “How can I unless someone instructs me?”-expresses an 

important message in Acts-to fully understand the Scriptures, one must be taught by someone 

who knows how the Scriptures have been fulfilled in Jesus. The disciples on the road to 



Emmaus on the day of the resurrection meet the risen Jesus himself, who explains to them all 

of the Old Testament references to himself.  The eunuch cannot understand the passage from 

Isaiah unless someone instructs him so he invites Philip into his chariot to teach him.  

 

How important is studying scripture in our understanding of the ministry of Jesus and in our 

role as disciples? We know that Jesus was successful in combatting the temptation from the 

devil with scripture (both Matthew and Luke tell us this in their Gospels-Matt 4 and Luke 4) and 

throughout the New Testament, Jesus quotes from Hebrew scripture, from Psalms and Isaiah. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us in #P 141 “The Church has always venerated the 

divine Scriptures as she venerated the Body of the Lord: both nourish and govern the whole 

Christian life.” In Dei Verbum, which translates to “Word of God”, Pope Paul VI tells us that 

“Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ.” We come to know who Jesus is through the 

scriptures. The scriptures are an important element in our celebration of the Mass, so much so 

that we cannot celebrate the Liturgy of the Eucharist without first celebrating the Liturgy of the 

Word. 

Philip must have given a divinely inspired explanation of how one becomes a Christian, because 

at the first sign of water along the road, the eunuch asks to be baptized. Philip has no hesitation 

in bringing someone “from the ends of the earth” into the community of renewed Israel. Jesus 

came to save everyone, Jews and Gentiles. The Ethiopian’s  faith in Jesus was enough for him to 

be initiated into the people of God through baptism. Where once he was barred from full 

communion from God’s people, he has now fulfilled another prophecy of Isaiah: 

The foreigner joined to the LORD should not say, 
“The LORD will surely exclude me from his people”; 

Nor should the eunuch say, 



“See, I am a dry tree.”  
For thus says the LORD: 

To the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths, 

who choose what pleases me, 
and who hold fast to my covenant,  
I will give them, a monument and a name- 

Better than sons and daughters; 
And foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

to minister to him, 
To love the name of the LORD, 

to become his servants— 
 Them I will bring to my holy mountain 

and make them joyful in my house of prayer. (Isa 56:3-7) 
 

To understand the Scriptures fully, one must be taught by someone who knows how the 

Scriptures have been fulfilled in Jesus. How fortunate we are at St. Mary’s Parish to have 

engaging and enlightening homilies. We can listen to scripture reflections online from scripture 

scholars near and far. But just like the Ethiopian Eunuch, we must take the responsibility of 

reading scripture on our own and seeking out answers to our questions. Every line of Scripture 

has deep meaning. As I often say, there are no throw-away lines in the Bible, no wasted words. 

The more we read, the more we learn, and the more we come to know about Christ and our 

relationship to him. God reveals his salvific power through his word. As Psalm 119 tells us “Your 

word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Let us pray that we always seek to know God 

through his word and be transformed by it as the Ethiopian Eunuch was, rejoicing on our way! 

 

 

 



 

  

CONCLUSION 

(after the staff member offers the reflection, pause for a moment of silence. Then proceed as 

follows: 

Trusting that God is always present to us, 

and believing that God is always attentive to our prayers, 

Let us pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be they name. They 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. Amen.  


