
April 29, 2020 Homily 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Richmond VA 
Fr. Michael A. Renninger 
 
Hot dogs on the grill. Hamburgers. Potato salad. Fresh blueberry pie with vanilla ice cream. 
Popsicles.  
 
Yum. 
 
All of that delicious food was on the menu each year when my family celebrated Memorial Day. 
Every Memorial Day the whole family gathered at my grandfather’s farm for a picnic. We have a 
big family, including 18 grandchildren. 
 
Before we had our big picnic meal with all of that delicious food, all of the grandkids played a 
huge game of ‘hide and seek.’ 
 
I remember the first year I got to play hide and seek with this big kids. One of my cousins said, 
“I’ll show you a great place to hide.” 
 
He led me to the corn crib, and told me to hide behind the door in the corner. He told me to stay 
very quiet so it would be hard for the others to find me. And he told me that I needed to stay 
there, no matter how long it took the other kids to find me. 
 
I went behind the door in the corner of the corn crib. It was hot and dusty. 
 
That’s where I hid. And waited.  I could hear the yells of my cousins as they found some of the 
kids who were hidden. But they couldn’t find me in my excellent hiding place! 
 
Eventually, I could not hear any more yelling or laughing. Everything was silent. But I kept 
waiting… my cousin had told me to stay there until they found me! 
 
After a long, long time, I realized something – “no one is coming to look for me.”  The game 
was over, and no one noticed that they had lost one of the cousins. No one noticed that they had 
started the game with 18 cousins, and now they were down to 17! 
 
I emerged from that overheated corn crib and I started to cry as I walked back toward the house. 
 
I cried even more when I saw that everyone was eating all of that delicious food. They had 
started the meal without me! I wanted to scream, “didn’t anyone notice that you lost a 
grandchild?” 



 
My dad saw me crying. I said, “No one came to look for me and now you’re eating without me.” 
And he said, ‘Get over it!” 
 
That was a long time ago. Bit I can still remember how sad I was when the rest of my family 
stopped looking for me when we were playing hide and seek. No one came to find me. No one 
noticed that I was lost. I can still remember how sad I felt on that Memorial Day at the farm. 
 
Have you ever felt like no one was coming to find you? No one noticed that you were lost? 
 
The Bible is full of stories about people who feel lost and alone. The Bible is full of stories about 
people who feel sad, because they are convinced that no one will come to find them. 
 
In today’s Gospel reading, something very interesting is going on.  
 
First of all, we need to remember that this section of the Gospel starts with an amazing meal. No, 
not hotdogs and hamburgers. Jesus was out in the countryside teaching the people, and the crowd 
had grown to about 5000 folks. They were out on the hillsides. There was no Chick fil A nearby. 
And they were hungry.  
 
So Jesus does something miraculous. He takes a few loaves of bread and couple of fish, he prays 
over them, and because Jesus is the Son of God, that little bit of bread and fish somehow fed 
over 5000 people.  
 
Then Jesus starts to teach the people so that they can understand the meaning of this miracle. 
 
Jesus says, “I am the bread of life.” Think about that. Bread is one of the most important foods 
that people eat. 
 
Bread keeps people alive. If you run out of bread, if you run out of food, you can’t stay alive. 
 
So when Jesus says that he is the “Bread of Life,” he is reminding us that without him, without 
God, we would not be alive! Jesus gives us the strength and nourishment we need to live the life 
that God wants us to live! 
 
And as our Gospel passage goes on today, Jesus mentions that he was sent by God the Father to 
do God’s work here on earth. And what is God’s work? Well, Jesus says, “This is my Father’s 
will, that I should not lose anything he gave me, but rather that I should raise it on the last day.” 
 
When Jesus says this, he is talking about us. He is talking about God’s people. God sent Jesus 



into the world to let each of us know that he never wants us to think that we are completely lost. 
He never wants us to think that we’re isolated. He never wants us to think that no one will come 
to find us. 
 
There are times in our lives when we feel like we are stuck in the corn crib, and that no one has 
noticed that were lost.  There are times when we think that everyone has given up on us, and that 
no one cares about where we are. 
 
But Jesus loves us so much that he never abandons us. He notices. He knows where we are. And 
he is with us where we are. We’re never isolated. The Lord is always with us, loving us.  
 
And since the Lord loves us that way, he asks us to love each other that way. 
 
Right now, there may be some people in your neighborhood who feel like they’re stuck in the 
corn crib. There may be some folks near you who feel alone, isolated, lost. Maybe they think that 
no one notices that they are afraid. 
 
But we can let them know that we love them, and that God loves them. Even if you can’t go and 
visit them, you can share God’s love with them. Maybe you could write them a letter and let 
them know that you’re thinking of them. Or you could send them an email, give them a call, or 
send them a message. 
 
Maybe you and your family could check on your neighbors and see if they need anything. One 
young fellow in our parish recently heard that some people need help buying food right now. So 
you know what he did? He did some yard work for his neighbors. Then he took the money he 
earned from that yard work, he bought a gift card at the grocery store, and he gave it to me last 
Sunday so that I could give it to a family to help them buy groceries. 
 
That young fellow is loving his neighbors the way that Jesus loves us. That young fellow is 
letting hungry people know that we notice their struggles, and we don’t want them to feel lost. 
 
Jesus is the bread of life. He makes it possible for us to live the life God wants us to live. And 
Jesus wants us to know that he is with us, even when we feel lost. It’s so good to know that God 
always notices where we are, and he loves us wherever we go. 
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