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“And when Irish eyes are smiling, sure they’ll steal your heart away!” 
 
Ahh… Saint Patrick’s Day: usually, this is a day when people celebrate Ireland’s most famous 
saint by doing ‘saintly’ things – like drinking green beer, and eating green bagels! As we all 
know, St. Patrick’s Day in the year 2020 is a bit different than any other St. Patty’s day we’ve 
ever seen! 
 
Most Americans – even those who are not Irish, and even those who don’t go to Church - know 
that we celebrate Patrick’s feast on March 17. 
 
And, we may know the legend about St. Patrick driving the snakes out of Ireland. 
 
But there is much more to know about Saint Patrick. The powerful story of his life is inspiring. 
And, frankly, I think the story of his life has much to say to us right now, in this highly unusual 
time in our nation’s history. 
 
Patrick was born in that part of Britain which was under the control of the Roman Empire at the 
beginning of the 5th century.  His father was a local government leader, and may have been a 
deacon.   
 
But all of that changed when Patrick was still 15 years of age. A band of Irish pirates attacked 
Patrick’s village, killed many relatives and took him hostage. 
 
They dragged the 15 year old Patrick to Ireland, and sold him into slavery. Imagine what this 
must have been like for this teenager. He tended the animals of his master. He was enslaved. 
 
In other words, through no choice of his own, Patrick was told that he had to stay in one place. 
He had no freedom of movement. He was told what to do, when to do it. He yearned to be free, he 
yearned to travel, he yearned for the simple ability to live the life he used to know. But he was 
stuck. Stuck in one place.  
 
(Does any of this sound familiar?) 
 
Two weeks ago, none of us could have imagined that we would be stuck in one place. We could 
not have imagined that we would be told to stay home, that we could not go out, that we could 



not live life the way we used to know it. True, Patrick was in this situation because he had been 
sold into slavery. We are stuck in one place because of a public health issue. Yet here we are – 
perhaps able to identify with young Patrick’s frustrations, fears, and his yearning to be free. 
 
Picture the teenager Patrick, stuck on that farm in ancient Ireland. How did he cope with the day 
to day drudgery? How did he deal with his sorrow and his fears? He had no cable news to watch, 
no internet or cell phone for distraction. 
 
How did he deal with his confinement? Patrick told us. He dealt with his confinement by praying 
to Jesus, talking with Jesus, listening to Jesus. As he would later say, his prayer to Christ was the 
one thing that got him through. 
 
I suspect that this 5th century man is teaching us about our 21st century experience. Prayer. 
Talking with Jesus. Listening to Jesus. It’s the only thing that will get us through. 
 
So, he was taken into slavery at the age of 15. Seven years later, Patrick escaped. He walked 188 
miles, snuck on to a ship, and eventually found his way home to Britain. He was reunited with 
his extended family. He was away from the evil people who had enslaved him. 
 
But here is where it gets most interesting to me. As Patrick enjoyed being home, the Lord spoke 
to his heart during his times of prayer. And, one day, Patrick announced to his horrified family 
that he was going back to Ireland…back to the people who had enslaved him…back to the 
people who had mistreated him…in order to preach the Gospel to them. 
 
He was ordained a bishop, so that he could go back to Ireland and build up the tiny Christian 
church there. He went back to the place and the people that had mistreated him. 
 
Once in Ireland, Patrick spent the rest of his days energetically preaching the Good News, caring 
for the poor, reconciling enemies, building up monasteries, spreading the message of Jesus. And 
he may have seen a snake or two… 
 
Given all of the wonderful work that Saint Patrick did, it still amazes me that he escaped his 
slavery, but then chose to go back so that he could minister to the very people who had enslaved 
him. No one would have blamed Patrick if he had decided to stay in Britain and take care of 
himself for the rest of his life. But instead, he felt called by God to go and do good things for 
others.  
 
Isn’t that our call right now? Not just to think about ourselves and take care of ourselves, but also 
to be looking for ways to do good things for others, right now, in a difficult time? 
 
The slave owners in Ireland mistreated Patrick– he chose to treat them with the love of Christ. 
There is nothing more compelling that a person who is on fire with the Love of God. 
 



In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus tells a powerful parable about the necessity of forgiveness. I 
suspect that many family members who are currently all at home, spending more time together 
than they usually do, may be able to identify with Saint Peter’s question: “Lord, how often do I 
have to forgive?” 
 
Lord, how often do I have to forgive my parents, my spouse, my children, my neighbor? Lord, 
how often do I have to forgive the people I see on TV who make me angry, or the person who 
seems to be hoarding hand sanitizer and toilet paper? 
 
“Lord, how often must I forgive?” 
 
And Jesus says, “you must forgive 77 times.” In other words, stop counting and start forgiving. 
 
To which you might say, ‘but forgiveness is hard!’ 
 
Yes, but forgiveness heals. Hate and anger make us exhausted, selfish and alone. 
 
Is forgiveness hard? Sometimes. But if there is someone in your life, right now, who needs to be 
forgiven, remember a young fellow named Patrick. He had 7 years of his life stolen by those 
slave owners. But after he had escaped, he felt compelled to go back and share the Gospel with 
them. 
 
In other words – he felt compelled to forgive the very people who had confined him. 
 
In the days ahead, follow Saint Patrick’s lead. Pray. Pray first. Pray about everything. Talk to 
Jesus. Listen to him. Pray. 
 
In the days ahead, follow Saint Patrick’s lead. Forgive, even if forgiveness is hard. Even if you 
have to do it often. Forgive. 
 
In the days ahead, follow Saint Patrick’s lead. Understand that in every circumstance, you have 
the ability to see Christ in other people. And you can show Christ to them in the way that you 
care for them. 
 
Follow Saint Patrick’s lead. You can do it. Even if you’re not Irish! 
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