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(Fr. Mike begins this homily by singing a familiar melody with strange words…)  
 
“O-ee-yoh… Eoh-ah!” 
 
Do you know what movie that music comes from? If not here’s another bit of 
music from that same movie: “Somewhere over the rainbow skies are blue…” 
 
Of course, I’m talking about the Wizard of Oz. I loved that movie when I was a 
little boy, and I still love it today! In fact, maybe I’ll watch it during these days 
when we have to spend extra time at home! 
 
One of my favorite scenes in the Wizard of Oz happens when Dorothy, the 
Scarecrow, the Tin Man and the Cowardly Lion are waiting to go in to see the 
wizard for the first time. 
 
And while they are waiting outside, the Lion sings my favorite song: 
 
“If I were king of the forest…” 
 
I love that song. And I love what the Lion says toward the end of the song. You 
see, the problem he has is this – he thinks he does not have any courage. He thinks 
he is a coward. That’s why they call him the ‘cowardly lion.’ And in this song, he 
dreams about what it would like if he had courage. 
 
So he says: 
 
What makes the muskrat guard his musk? Courage. 
What make the Hottentot so hot? 
What puts the ‘ape’ in apricot? 
What have they got that I ain’t got? 
Courage! 



 
You see, the Lion thinks he doesn’t have any courage. 
 
But a funny thing happens during the rest of the movie. As Dorothy and her friends 
face many difficult situations and challenging moments, the Cowardly Lion 
realizes that, deep inside of him, there is strength. He is not afraid! Deep inside of 
him he finds… courage! 
 
As we listen to the Gospel reading for today’s Mass, we hear one of the most 
famous scenes in the whole New Testament. This is such an important scene in 
Luke’s Gospel – it’s so important that famous painters have tried to paint it, and 
famous writers have written about it, and famous musicians have written songs 
about it. 
 
We hear about the Virgin Mary. She is apparently minding her own business, 
living her life like she always does. 
 
And then, all of a sudden, the Archangel Gabriel appears where she is. And did 
you notice what he says to her? He says “Do not be afraid.” Maybe the angel says 
this because we might really be startled if an angel appeared in our living room! Or 
maybe the angel knows that Mary needs encouragement. 
 
The angel tells Mary some startling news. God has chosen her – of all the people 
who ever lived! – God has chosen her to be the mother of Jesus. She is going to 
have a child, and he will be the son of God. 
 
Mary asks the angel some good questions (it’s always good to ask questions). 
Mary thinks about what the angel has told her. And then Mary says “yes” to God’s 
plan. She will do what she’s being asked to do. She says “Let it be done to me 
according to your word.” 
 
When I was growing up, and when I heard homilies about this Gospel passage, the 
preacher usually focused on one thing. They focused on the fact that Mary was 
obedient. That is – she listened to what the angel said, and she said “yes” to what 
God wanted. She was obedient. 



 
And that is a very good thing. It’s always good to listen to God’s word and to say 
‘yes’ to God’s plan. 
 
But today I want to focus on one other part of this Gospel scene, and it is this: I 
want to focus on Mary’s courage. 
 
It took great courage for Mary to talk to the angel and to say ‘yes’ to what God was 
asking of her. 
 
Many people who study the bible carefully tells us that when the angel appeared in 
Luke’s Gospel, Mary was probably a teenager. She was not very old. She was 
rather young.  
 
It took courage for Mary to say ‘yes’ – “yes, I will be the mother of God’s son. 
Yes, my life is in God’s hands. Yes, I will love this boy named Jesus, and support 
him throughout his life – even when things become difficult when he grows up. 
Even when he is on the cross.” 
 
Saying ‘yes’ meant that she would face struggles. She would have difficulties. 
Maybe she would be sad at times, and heartbroken. 
 
But throughout her life, Mary kept saying ‘yes’ to God. And as we read about 
Mary’s whole life we see that she discovers, deep within herself, an amazing 
amount of courage. 
 
It happens to Mary. And it can happen to us.  
 
Right now, some of us may feel like the ‘Cowardly Lion.’ Right now, we may not 
be so sure of how much courage we have. 
 
Whenever our ordinary routine, our daily schedule, gets changed, it feels a little 
strange, doesn’t it? 
 
Right now, we have to stay home more than we normally do. You are not able to 



talk to your friends at school. You don’t get to see your favorite teacher. You can’t 
go to Red Robbin and sit down in the restaurant and enjoy a hamburger. Right 
now, for a while, things are a different. 
 
And whenever that happens, that can make some people feel anxious or worried. 
 
But in my experience, whenever I face something that is different, or challenging, 
or unusual, I discover something important. I discover that God has given me a 
wonderful gift deep inside of me. And that gift is courage. 
 
The Cowardly Lion thought he didn’t have any courage. But then he faced some 
scary moments in the movie, and he realized: “Hey, I am not afraid! I have 
courage!” 
 
The Virgin Mary faced some difficult moments in her life. But she kept listening to 
God and doing her best to stay faithful to Jesus. She discovered, over and over 
again, that God had given her an amazing gift. Courage. 
 
I truly believe that every person who watches this Mass and prays along with us is 
receiving the same gift from God. Jesus is with you at every moment. The Holy 
Spirit is guiding you. The love of God is surrounding you and your whole family. 
 
And while you may not actually see the Archangel Gabriel today or tomorrow, I 
know that his message is still meant for every one of us. His message is the same 
message he spoke to the Virgin Mary. What did he say? He said:  “do not be 
afraid.” 
 
You don’t need to be afraid. God has given you… courage! 
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