
March 30th Gospel Reflection 
 
 
Several years ago, I was driving on Interstate 64, coming back to Richmond from a 
preaching event in Williamsburg. It was late. I was tired. I just wanted to get home. 
 
So, if I may be honest with you, I must confess that I was driving a few miles per hour 
OVER the legal speed limit. But I found myself getting angry about the fact that most of 
the drivers on the road that night were going even faster than I was. I may have been a 
few miles over the limit, but some of those drivers were going 10 or 15 miles per hour 
above the limit. 
 
I got angry. On more than one occasion, I said to a passing car, “I hope you get a ticket!” 
Imagine my delight when, a few miles up the road, one of those cars was pulled over on 
the side of the road, a state police car behind it with its lights flashing. I was so happy – 
they had gotten caught! 
 
I was so happy. I was so happy, until four miles later, when the flashing lights appeared 
in MY mirror. Rats! The police had caught ME too! And after I signed for the ticket, I 
realized something. I was not mad at myself for speeding – I was mad at myself for 
getting caught. 
 
Looking back on it now, I also realized that this is often the case in my life. I get mad at 
myself, not because I did something wrong, but because I got CAUGHT doing something 
wrong. 
 
When mom caught me with my hand I the cookie jar, I got mad because I got caught – 
not because I had broken a clear rule in our house. When I got caught cheating on a 
spelling quiz in fourth grade, I was mad at myself for getting caught, not because 
cheating is a bad thing. When I got caught napping in a history class in High school, I 
was ticked off at myself for getting caught – not because I know it’s wrong to sleep in 
school. 
 
So often, I don’t seem to care whether I’m doing what’s right or wrong. I only seem to 
care if I can avoid getting caught. I also seem to assume, at times, that everyone else is 
doing what I’m doing, so the real issue is: can I be smart enough to get away with it? I 
love it when someone else gets the speeding ticket – even though I am speeding too. I 
don’t want to do what’s right – I just don’t want to get caught! 
 
Today’s scripture readings are all about…getting caught. In the Gospel, we meet a 
woman who is caught in her sinfulness. And we meet people, her accusers, who are 
caught in their inability to forgive. They are all caught in a cultural system which 
punishes only the one party in the adultery. Did you notice that? They want to kill the 
woman – but what about her partner in the adultery? Where is he? In the culture of that 
day, the woman was often punished for this kind of immorality, while the man walked 
away, free. 



 
The crowd was so happy that they caught her. But Jesus reminds them – that they are all 
guilty. Let the one without sin cast the first stone – and they all walked away…. 
 
The opposite of catching someone in their sin is to liberate them and set them free. God is 
about setting us free, not catching us. God is not a divine watchman, waiting for us to slip 
up. God is not an eternal state trooper, sitting by the road of life with his morality radar 
aimed directly at us. | 
 
Jesus reveals a God whose joy is to set us free! The God of Jesus Christ takes delight in 
forgiving us. To every person in the Scriptures, the Lord offers an opportunity to 
experience the freedom that comes when God’s forgiving love reaches down deep in our 
hearts. What joy there is when God liberates us from what binds us. 
 
In order to experience that joy, we have to stop playing the gotcha game. We have to stop 
focusing on getting caught, or not getting caught. We need, this day of Lent, a helpful 
dose of honesty. We need to stop trying to “get away with stuff,” and admit my own need 
for forgiveness. I have to drop the stone that I have in my hand – the stone of accusation I 
want to throw at someone else – and admit that I stand in need of God’s mercy. Anyone 
who is touched by God’s mercy goes away better than before.  
 
Perhaps you’ve gotten away with stuff this week. Perhaps you’ve been caught. Perhaps 
you broke the rules of social distancing. Maybe you didn’t wash your hands when you 
were supposed to. 
 
Maybe you were not as patient or kind to the people your spending time with. Myabe 
you’re passing judgment on your neighbors and what they are doing in this quarantine. 
Maybe you found toilet paper at Costco, and bough far more than you actually needed. 
 
Whatever you’ve been up to, whatever is going on in your heart - Jesus knows the truth – 
we are all sinners. No one can cast the first stone. So spend some time in prayer today. 
Ask Jesus to help you see the truth. 
 
And Jesus will say to you what he said to the woman in today’s Gospel. Jesus will say, “I 
do not condemn you. So go, and do not sin any more.” 


