
St. Patrick Parish Council Meeting Minutes-3/12/19 
 

Present: Father Mescher, Ernie Kucera, Maggie Parks, Fran Wall, Brad Fisher & Steph Babinat-Business Manager. 

Regrets were Eric Slagle & Maxine Boles. 
 

Meeting was called to order at 6pm by Father Mike.  Father led us in the opening prayer. The minutes from the 6/13/18 

meeting were then approved.  
 

Decision items included... 

-Steph gave an update on the annual appeal and Family Fun night. Annual appeal brought in $15,574.47. Family Fun 

night was attended by approximately 300 people. Was a wonderful event and the high school students did a great job 

serving food and working the games. Expenses were $880 and donations were $672. The council decided to try this again 

next year. The Wednesday that it was on worked well.  
 

 Discussion items included... 

-Church Cameras: John was unable to attend the meeting to give a report. We did get one camera that Father found on 

EBay. Steph had some bids that a new camera system will be approx $25,000. We average 26 hits on the YouTube Mass 

each week.   

-Sound system: Have had some problems with the sound system and people saying they can’t hear. There was an issue 

this past weekend that Father got figured out. Steph said that a company looked at our sound system a year ago and 

moved the mic at the ambo to face straight on and that made a difference. Too many people are moving the mic and it has 

to point straight to get the best sound. Steph will look at this again and may have Cat Campbell look at things if we 

continue to have problems. Bids for a new sound system were about $20,000.  

-Church Flat roofs: We have been having leaking on the flat roofs on the church. There have been tears in the fabric. 

Steph is working with the engineer and subcontractor who installed the roof to get this covered under the warranty and get 

the roof replaced. 

-Bell tower: Steph showed pictures and explained the problems with the bell tower. The engineer of the church and the 

contractor have both looked at it. Steph is working very hard to get the insurance company of the contractor to cover the 

problems with the tower as it was not properly built. May have to involve an attorney in this situation.  

  
 

Reports of Committees: 

-Cluster Council: Steph has suggested we no longer need an actual Cluster Council. If there is an issue that comes up that 

involves all 3 churches then we can have 2 reps from each council meet to discuss the issue. Steph is looking at the by-

laws to be sure we are OK to not have a Cluster Council any more.  

-Finance: Steph handed out a financial report. Envelope giving is up compared to last year. Church debt is at $113,000. 

We are financially doing very well right now.   

-Liturgy: Father is working with a gal who would like to do a Joy of Forgiveness workshop during Lent.  

-Hispanic Ministry: Had Archdiocesan Hispanic Women’s Retreat this past Saturday.  

-Social Concerns: Continue to help those in need or who have lots of medical expenses. Will do Adopt-A-Family again 

this year.  

-Faith Formation: Classes are going really well. Have approx 200 students.  

-CCW: Continue to help in many areas, made layettes for Storks Nest, hosted the Marshalltown Deanery meeting, 

purchased 2 crockpots, will have Christmas party on 12/4. 

-Knight of Columbus: No report 

-Pastor’s Report: No report 
 

New Business or Future Agenda Items 

-New business: Nothing at this time.  
 

-Next meeting: Steph and Father will schedule this.  

Meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm.  

 

Respectfully Submitted-Stephanie Babinat, Business Manager 


