
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM THE BISHOP

To our Parish Family,

We need to make you aware of some very important changes that will be effective immediately and 
until further notice.

To comply with the orders and guidance of the governors of the States of Delaware and Maryland, 
Bishop Malooly instructs that all parish churches be closed until further notice. No gatherings or 
services should be organized that bring people out of their homes. The closure means that 
churches may not be open for private prayer.

In addition, Bishop Malooly has instructed priests not to offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation in 
parishes and to only perform the Sacraments in cases where the individual is in danger of dying, 
therefore, we can no longer make appointments for individual confession.

We need to take every precaution and every step necessary to ensure the health of the people we 
serve. Government officials and experts have said that these upcoming weeks will be critical to 
slowing the spread of the disease in this area.

Our parish office will be closed to the public. Only minimal staff will be brought in to perform essential 
functions and to continue to try and help those in need. We will be answering calls during the limited 
hours that we are in the office and our answering service will know how to reach both Fr. Cocco and 
Yvonne Bailey, our Business Manager, for any emergencies.

(This week, our parish staff, along with the DRE and our deacons, made phone calls to our older 
parishioners to check on them and to let them know they were in our prayers. We will continue to try 
and touch base over the next few weeks. We have been praying for all of you during this very difficult 
time for so many.) 

FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER

Our parish, as any nonprofit organization, relies upon the good will donations of its members. We 
budget a certain amount of money every month to meet our fixed expenses. Without Mass, there is 
no collection and therefore we lose our fundamental source of revenue. We have taken measures to 
minimize our expenses as much as possible. Recognizing the uncertainty that we all feel at this time, 
we ask that if you are able, to please help us to maintain our budget by utilizing online giving. You can 
access this from our website, www.stedmond.org, in the Give Online Tab. You can, at any time, adjust 
your account according to your financial situation.  Yvonne will be available in the office to help you if 
you should need. Sending checks by mail is also an option if that is preferred.  

Thank you for considering this request and know that you are in our prayers. May God bless you.

Sincerely,

Yvonne Bailey 

http://www.stedmond.org


FROM FR. COCCO

Just a word to say hello and let you all know that you are in my prayers as we journey through this 
most difficult time. The stay at home orders are very difficult to accept I know, given especially 
because we are unable to even go to Church. But let us all keep in mind that for many of our sisters 
and brothers this virus has been much, much more of a hardship. Many have lost loved ones and 
because of the restrictions have not been really able to mourn those losses in the traditional way. 
Many have been taken so quickly loved ones were not even able to say their goodbyes. Many are 
struggling to pay their bills or even feed their families after losing their jobs. Many of our older friends 
and family are living in fear. We need to have faith in this journey. We need to keep praying in this 
journey. Most importantly we each need to do our part in this journey. Remember the old Christmas 
light strings. We all I am sure you remember putting the Christmas tree lights up and once they were 
up we plugged them in. Darn if they didn't work because just one light in the string of 100 was not 
working right. We are faced with that very same challenge now. We need to pull together and each of 
us sacrifice for the good of others. Let us not be the one in a hundred that is not working right! We 
can do this because we have our God on our side. We can do this because we have the example of 
Christ in the Desert. We can resist the temptations of greed and selfishness in this journey, just as 
Christ resisted the temptations of the Devil. Let us stay strong and vigilant and faithful during this 
most difficult time.

23rd Psalm - A psalm of David.
The LORD is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall not want;
In green pastures he makes me lie down;
to still waters he leads me; he restores my soul.
He guides me along right paths for the sake of his name.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff comfort me.
You set a table before me in front of my enemies;
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Indeed, goodness and mercy will pursue me all the days of my life;
I will dwell in the house of the LORD for endless days.

Be not afraid. Mary, Mother of our Lord and Savior, pray for us and bring us healing and deliver us 
from this Virus.

God Bless you,

Fr. Cocco


