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PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES 

January 16, 2019 

Rose Marie opened the meeting at 7:00 pm and Father Cocco offered the opening prayer. 

Present: Connie Benko, Tom Carter, Father Cocco, Marie Kopf, Deacon Pete Nellius, Rose Marie 
Patin, Father Solomon, Deacon Jim Walls, Bob Wolhar. 

MINUTES: The Minutes of the November 14, 2018 meeting were approved. There was no meeting in 
December. 

PASTOR PRIORITIES:  Father Cocco reported that RFP’s are out and we are awaiting bids to 
replace the steps in front of the church. The threshold is also under review for possible refurbishment. 
An engineer has been engaged to inspect the foundation of the church. Replacement of the statue of 
Mary on the west side of the church is on hold until spring. Installation of the large screen TV in the 
hall is nearing completion. Father Cocco is also trying to find the name of the person who gave the 
presentation on security in order to arrange a meeting to discuss specific St. Edmond options. He 
also mentioned that Christmas donations were very generous, and he confirmed that the Quilts of 
Love ministry may use the hall. 

FINANCE COUNCIL:  

FOLLOW-UPS: There was a wrap up recently by those who attended the diocesan convocation, and 
several possible initiatives to reach out to inactive Catholics were discussed. The consensus was that 
we’re doing “okay” but the desire to do better was expressed. There was a broad discussion of 
outreach that included periodic baptism follow up with letters to families, reaching the Catholics at 
Brandywine, and a note with the Lenten schedule to encourage increased participation in the faith. 

Father Cocco referred to the letter that was offered to parishioners during the Christmas season, 
mentioning that he’d had one instance of feedback, and the experience of council members was  
mixed. 

NEW BUSINESS: Rose Marie received a letter from two parishioners at St. Ann’s parish in Bethany 
Beach which presented the results of an October survey regarding the future of the priesthood in the 
church.  



MINISTRY REPORTS 

LITURGY:  Connie reported on programs and the calendar of liturgical activities through April. 
She confirmed that photos for the new parish directory will be taken on March 20-23 and April 9-11. 
Lenten programs include an evening series in March and April, “Keeping God in your Life,” parish 
movie night on April 7, and a tour of the parish stained glass windows on April 14th. Stations of the 
Cross will be on Fridays at 4:00 pm from March 8 to April 12, with the Knights of Columbus serving a 
simple soup dinner following the Stations. 

FAMILY LIFE: No report 

SALT AND LIGHT: The Good Samaritan ministry is in need of a chairperson, and Tony and Nancy 
Marks have expressed interest. The Giving Tree project was very successful with 400 gifts 
contributed as well as over $800.00 in cash donations. The Respect Life committee has planned for a 
bus to the March to Life in Washington, D.C. on January 16th. This is a 56-passenger bus, and Father 
Solomon will be attending. Also, $4,894.00 was contributed by parishioners for the Sussex Pregnancy 
Center. There have been two volunteers to head up the International Student Dinners. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Marie reported on the January 6th confirmation retreat. The First 
Reconciliation Retreat for seven second-graders and two teenagers will be on January 26th, and the 
Souper Bowl of Caring will be on February 2nd and 3rd.  

BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE:  See Pastor Priorities 

LRAC: Mary Ellen Tully has volunteered to represent the Parish with LRAC, and the parish has sent 
a cash donation to the Community Resource Center. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm with the closing prayer offered by Father Solomon. 

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be on February 20, 2019  

Respectfully submitted, 

Tom Carter 
Secretary


