
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES 

September 18, 2019 

Rose Marie opened the meeting at 7:10 pm and led the opening prayer.  

Present: Connie Benko, Tom Carter, Bill DelleDonne, Marie Kopf, Rose Marie Patin, Pepper Tully, 
Bob Wolhar. 

MINUTES: The Minutes of the May 2019 Council meeting were accepted.  

FINANCE COUNCIL: The Parish financial position continues to do well under the guidance of the 
council’s members. 

FOLLOW-UPS:  The Parish picnic at King’s Creek Country Club was a success, and there is a good 
possibility that the 2020 picnic will be held on the Parish grounds.  

The Parish photo directory is available and there will be an update at no charge in 2021.  

There was a discussion about the disposition of about Parish’s 500 illustrated books on the Diocese 
of Wilmington history which will be decided by Father Cocco. 

Rose Marie opened a discussion about the goals of the Pastoral Council, and several good ideas 
were exchanged 

MINISTRY REPORTS 

LITURGY:  Connie outlined the calendar and some of the highlights included: 

Priesthood Sunday on September 29th 

The blessing of the Animals on October 6th 

The Ministry meeting in the church on October 15th 

The All Saints Mass on November 1st  
The Christmas Concert on December 8th at 2:00 pm 

The 80th Anniversary of the Parish is in 2020. 
A Lenten Mission is planned for the spring.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 140 students have enrolled in the religious education program this year. 
Marie reported that the third St. Vincent de Paul walk for the poor will be on September 28th as the 



first service project. A children’s choir is being formed and will be led by Bob and Judy Boesch. On 
October 2, Marie and Rose Marie will be attending at seminar at Franciscan University of Steubenville 
emphasizing ministry training.  

SALT AND LIGHT: Bob presented several items that support parishioners in various ways. Tony and 
Nancy Marks have accepted leadership of the Good Samaritan program which provides rides to 
those who are in need. Nela and Jeff Wintjen were commended for the successful International 
Student Dinners program in the summer, during which 1,955 dinners were served by 36 volunteers. 
Teri Crovato has volunteered to lead the effort in the summer of 2020. 

FAMILY LIFE:  Marie reported for Family Life, and the upcoming activities include Donut Sunday on 
September 22nd, Baby Bottle distribution on October 5th and 6th. Bob Wolhar added that since this 
program’s inception in 2003, over $73,000 has been contributed to the Sussex Pregnancy Center. 
Unplanned, the movie, will be shown in the hall on October 7th. The Knights of Columbus will again 
sponsor the bus to the March for Life in Washington, D.C., which will be on January 24, 2020 

BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE:  

The security issue was discussed again, and Bill DelleDonne outlined the possible use of electronic 
locks on all doors. The estimated cost for installing these on both buildings is $25,000. 

A contract to rebuild the steps in front of the Church has been let, and the $61,000 project will begin 
in November. The foyer has soft spots and the floor is going to be replaced during this time. 
Bill is also getting estimates for replacing the carpets in the church. The kitchen refurbishment has 
been completed except for the dishwasher, which will be replaced. 

The Education Building is in need of an upgrade of the electric service, and this is expected to be 
done sometime this winter. 

LRAC: Pepper reported that the LRAC meeting was held on September 10th. More participation in the 
meetings by clergy is sought. New Life Thrift Shop continues to flourish under new leadership, and 
revenues are being turned toward the Community Resource Center and other entities. Immanuel 
Shelter in the church on Route 9 will not be available this winter because of zoning, leaving about 30 
homeless people without shelter. There was an extensive discussion about this situation and 
alternatives, of which there seem to be few. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm with the closing prayer offered by Rose Marie 

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be on October 16th, 2019 at 7:00 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tom Carter 
Secretary


