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Role and Responsibility of the Lector

1. Arrive at least 20 minutes before Mass to sign in on the Lector sign-in sheet in the 
sacristy.
a. Check for special notes for lectors in the Sacristy.
b. Read all material pertinent to your Mass before Mass begins.  Take the 

Lectionary from the Sacristy and place it on the ambo. Second Lector, when no 
Deacon is present, note of the petitions.  Read them to yourself to be familiar 
with the flow of the sentences.

c. Be sure of the pronunciation of all names—check with the Presider if you are 
unsure.

d. Note when the Deacon is present he will read the General Intercessions and will 
carry the Gospel Book in the Opening Procession.

2. The second pew on the Holy Family side is reserved for the Lectors.  It is not 
required that you sit there.

3. Bow at the foot of the steps to the sanctuary before ascending the steps to read.  
Bow again this time with the Cantor at the foot of the steps before returning to your 
pew following the reading.

4. Proclaim the designated reading clearly, slowly, and with expression.  Be sure the 
microphone is correctly adjusted.  Establish eye contact with parishioners before 
starting to read.   When you announce what you are reading, example- “A reading 
from the Book of Genesis.”  ”The word “A” is pronounced “uh” not “ay”.
a. If you are the 1st Lector, when you are finished, please turn the page if 

necessary, to set up the reading for the Second Lector in the Lectionary.

5. Pause after you have announced what you will read and after you have finished 
before stating “The Word of the Lord.”

6. If you are the second Lector you will bow with the Cantor at the foot of the steps to 
the sanctuary before ascending the steps to read.
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7. If you are the second Lector and there is no Deacon, do not return to the pew 
following your reading.  Be seated beside the Alter Server.  Return to the ambo 
during the last part of the Creed to read the General Intercessions.  Face the 
Presider as he recites the Opening Prayer of the petitions.  Read each petition 
slowly, with expression.  After reading the last petition, turn and face the presider for 
the Closing Prayer of the General Intercessions.  Then return to your seat.  
Remember to project your voice and speak directly into the microphone at all 
times.

8. If you are reading both readings, do not return to your pew following the first reading.  
Be seated beside the Altar Server in the Sanctuary.  Return to your pew after the 
second reading.  If there is no Deacon, stay in the Sanctuary until the General 
Intercessions are completed.
a. If you are the second Lector, after you complete the reading, please put the 

Lectionary under the Ambo, so there is room on the top of the Ambo for the Book 
of the Gospel.  (Do Not do this in the Hall, only in the Church)

9. Following the Liturgy, please return the Lectionary to the Sacristy.

10.Remember, you will hold the Assembly’s attention much better with eye-contact.  
That is why it is very important that you familiarize yourself with all of the material 
BEFORE Mass begins.  This can only be done if you arrive early enough to do so.

11. Your proper dress is requested and appreciated.  For men: a suit or sport-coat and 
tie.  For women: a suit, dress, a skirt and blouse, or pantsuit.  For all: please, no 
tennis shoes or jeans.  Your attire is a symbol of the importance you place upon your 
ministry.  It would be wise to come to church dressed ready to minister if needed as 
substitute Lectors are sometimes needed.

12. If you are unable to be present at your assigned Mass, please request a sub from 
Ministry Scheduler Pro website.  If you are unable to get a sub, notify the lector 
Chairman and/or the Head Extraordinary Minister for the Mass.

13.Please be as flexible as possible with your time slot preferences on Ministry 
Scheduler Pro.  The more flexible you are the more assignment you will have.

14.Lector Responsibilities during Quiet Masses-
a. 1st Lector will read the 1st Reading and the Responsorial Psalm.
b. 2nd Lector will read the 2nd Reading and before Mass begins discuss with the 

Priest to find out who will be doing the Al-le-lu-ia.  (The designated person could 
be either the Priest, Deacon, or the 2nd Lector)

15. MICROPHONE ON AMBO- If you are a Lector for the following Masses make sure 
the microphone is turned ON before Mass.  (Saturday- 4:00pm/Sunday-7:30am and 
4:30PM)  If you are a Lector for the following Masses make sure the microphone is 
turned OFF after Mass.  (Saturday 5:30pm/Sunday 4:30pm).
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