
 

H. Skeen 

St. Sebastian/St. Vincent Social Justice Ministry 

Meeting Minutes, Sunday, March 20, 2022 

 
Members Present: Anne Burris, Rita Rochford, Harry Skeen, Linda Skeen, Carolyn Varner, Mary Yanko 

 

Prayer: Rita offered an opening prayer from UCCB related to Fratelli Tutti chapter 5. 

 

General Session:  Carolyn led the discussion of Pope Francis’ Fratelli Tutti Chapter 6: “Dialogue and Friendship in Society” 

 

• Dialogue has multiple aspects, and all are important for the resulting benefits to be achieved. An example shared was that of 

looking at a person during dialogue. Although we should take into consideration those that are not always comfortable in 

making eye contact.   

• Constructive dialogue can help us bridge our differences and recognize cultural richness that benefits our society. 

Preconceived prejudices can take the form of biases relating to race, religion, sex, etc. in our lives. Transgender equality is an 

example where dialogue can help bring about greater understanding. 

•  Parallel monologues are not the same as effective dialogue and we need to discern the difference between the two especially 

in our listening to various media information which is primarily monologue in its presentation. 

• Dialogue is critical to reach agreement on issues related to the common good versus imposing one’s own ideas for the 

benefits of power. 

• Authentic social dialogue involves the ability to respect the other’s point of view. The political process needs to be respectful 

to differing opinions and not try to force one view through legal threats and maneuvers. “…differences are creative; they 

create tension and in the resolution of tension lies humanity’s progress”. 

• We are called to practice kindness. The importance of a kind word upon meeting someone goes along way to creating a 

healthy social atmosphere. Cultural humility and kindness will build bridges to one another. 

• “Do not think less of yourself but, think of yourself less” 

 

Minutes:  The Minutes for February were approved; they will be placed on file and made available for distribution to the parishes’ 

                websites.   

 

St. Vincent:   

 

1. Parrish mission was well attended and enjoyed by all. 

2. Synod sessions were well attended. There were a varying range of responses and similar themes between groups. 

 

St. Sebastian:  

 

1. Synod sessions will be March 23 and 30 in Z Hall at 7:30pm. Participants can register on the website. 

2. Bulletin (March 20) article “Spiritual Adoption” for those interested. 

 

Other: 

 

1. Letter sent by Sisters of the Humility of Mary to Bishop Malesic was referenced for reading. 

 

Catholic Commission Update:  

 

 No update was presented.  

      

Announcements:   

 

1. April 1 - First Friday Club – Tom Arth, Former Pro Football Player and College Football Coach 

 

2. March 9 - Interfaith Justice series, a collaboration of St. Hilary, New Hope Baptist, Faith Lutheran, and Temple Israel begins 

at St Hilary @ 6:30pm registration and continues the following three Wednesdays (March 16, 23, 30) at the other faith 

communities.  See the parish website for more information, and to register. 

 

Next meeting:  Sunday, April 24, following the 8:30AM liturgy at St. Vincent.   Discussion of Fratelli Tutti, 

          Chapter 7 “Paths of Renewed Encounter”.  Mary Yanko will lead discussion. 

                        Prayer/Treat:  Carolyn Varner       


