
 
 

Meeting Minutes 
St. Sebastian/St. Vincent Social Justice Ministry 

Sunday, January 16, 2022 
 

Members Present: Annie Burris, Bernie Rochford, Rita Rochford, Linda Skeen, Harry Skeen, Dave 
Tschantz, Mary Tschantz, Carolyn Varner, Mary Yanko, Rob Yanko. 
Guest:  Fr. Norm Douglas 
 
Prayer: Mary T offered an opening prayer for the new year, and also from Pax Christi a “Prayer for 
Dismantling Racism” in recognition of MLK Day tomorrow.  Other members offered additional 
reflections, including Bellarmine homilist’s observation that “we all have different gifts!” 
 
General Session:   
 
Discussion focused on group leadership going forward.  Linda Skeen will assist Rita until the fall, then 
Linda will collaborate with Carolyn.  We will try to keep meetings on the 3rd Sunday, but will adjust as 
necessary based on members’ schedules.  February, for example, falls on Presidents’ Day weekend, and 
so the meeting has been moved to February 27 at St. Vincent, following the 8:30am Mass.  
 
Rita will lead the discussion of Pope Francis’ Fratelli Tutti Chapter 5: “A Better Kind of Politics” when 
we resume that document in February. 
 
Minutes:  The Minutes for November were approved, noting Keith Johnson’s observation re: former Fr. 
Robert McWilliams that he has been laicized, so should not be referred to as “Fr.” The Minutes will be 
placed on file, and made available for distribution to the parishes’ websites.   
 
St. Vincent:   

1. Fr. Norm indicated collaboration with an African American faith community is being explored; 
more information will be forthcoming. 

2. Welcome baskets for refugees connected to the International Institute including Afghan families 
are being put together by various ministries.  Perhaps our group could participate. 

3. Fr. Norm talked about “The Synod” process in the diocese…discussion centered on whether we 
are a “teaching” church or a “listening” church.  Guidelines and templates for discussion will be 
provided to small groups including the marginalized, the inactive, ecumenical, and community-
wide.  Fr. Norm encouraged St Seb parishioners to inquire about whether they’re participating. 

 
St. Sebastian:  

1. Carolyn shared an item from the bulletin:  On Tuesday, January 18, at 1:00pm, the Summit 
County Collaborative Against Human Trafficking will host Anna Park, the regional attorney for 
EEOC (Equal Employment Opportunity Commission) who will speak about a ground-breaking 
labor trafficking case that occurred on U.S. soil. Free registration is at https:// 
www.eventbrite.com/o/summit-county-collab-againsthuman-trafficking-31944574619. 

 
Catholic Commission Update:   

1. The Commission met Tuesday, January 11 via Zoom to discuss 
• Commission retreat rescheduling 
• Bishop Cosgrove Justice Dinner final recap and evaluation 
• Ohio DP legislation finally has chance for a push in state legislature! 

 
2. Akron-area Dr. MLK Jr. Weekend opportunities -- New Hope Baptist 10 AM Sunday Worship 

livestream link; Akron NAACP - "Support Black-owned businesses" ABJ article; Akron Urban 
League Jan.17 MLK virtual breakfast 
 

 



Old Business: 
1. We briefly discussed the current direction from the Vatican regarding the celebration of the Latin 

Mass, which limits it more than previously understood.  No change has yet come down from our 
diocese – but changes may be in the works.  Anyone interested should write letters to the bishop.  
Fr. V had previously indicated he thought discussion in the diocese would conclude with new 
direction by Easter. 
 

Announcements:   
1. January 7 First Friday Club was postponed due to rising Covid infections. 
2. February 4 - First Friday Club –Cleveland Diocesan Bishop Edward Malesic will speak.  Doors 

open at 11AM.  Our Lady of Cedars, 507 S. Cleveland-Massillon Rd, Fairlawn 44333. 
3. March 9 - Interfaith Justice series, a collaboration of St. Hilary, New Hope Baptist, Faith 

Lutheran and Temple Israel begins at St Hilary @ 6PM with a meal, program at 7:30 and 
continues the following three Wednesdays (March 16, 23, 30) at the other faith communities.  See 
the parish website for more information, and to register. 

 
Next meeting:  Sunday, February 27, following the 8:30AM liturgy at St. Vincent.   Discussion of  
Fratelli Tutti, Chapter 5. 
 
 
        Minutes prepared by Mary Tschantz          


