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Second Sunday of Advent
From the Desk of the Director
Sunday, December 9, 2018

2018 Live Nativity
Live Christmas pageant with Grades K-4.
Any student interested in participating in grades K-4 Live Christmas pageant our rehearsal will be Friday, Dec. 14 at 5:30pm6:30pm show at 7pm.
We are looking for the following: Mary, Joseph, 3 Wise Men, 3 Shepherds, Gabriel the Angel, 6 Angels
If you are interested in any of the positions, please contact the faith
formation office.
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Special Project
This year Faith Formation has partnered up with Saint Mary's Hospital
ER. We have decided to do a Thanksgiving Campaign title "Giving
Thanks".
Words are not enough on how grateful I am for all of you coming forward
during this advent. I am thankful to God for allowing me to be part of
this amazing parish.
Due to your generosity, Father and I dropped off 5 gurney full of clothes
to St. Mary’s Hospital Saturday afternoon. If you could of only seen their
faces of excitement. But, most of all seeing the patients faces as we
walked the ER halls. DCF came Sunday to pick up all the toys that were
collected and it was a pleasure to hand them off to women.
If you still have toys or clothes to drop off please do so. We will be taking
them until Tuesday in the faith formation

St. John’s Altar Server Ministry is Recruiting!
St. John’s Altar Server Ministry provides an opportunity for the young people of
our parish to become more involved in the parish in a constructive, helpful and
educational way. This ministry allows young parishioners to grow in the following
ways:
Serve Christ and the Church
Participate more in the Liturgy
Learn more about the Mass and the Church
Be more involved in the parish
St. John’s has Altar Servers at all Masses. The Ministry is open to those in Fourth
Grade and beyond, who have celebrated their First Communion.

First Communion Grade:
Students should be memorizing the
Act of Contrition
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to
do wrong and failing to do good, I have sinned against you
whom I should love above all things. I firmly intend, with your
help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads
me to sin. Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his
name, my God, have mercy.
Important Dates:

Memory Recall: Dec. 3 on Act of Contrition
Reconciliation Rehearsal December 10th 5:15pm
drop off is at the church
Reconciliation: 9am December 15 in the church
Reception to follow downstairs
First Communion Retreat: April 6th 9am-11am Church Hall
First Communion Rehearsal: April 22 at 5:15pm-6:15pm
(Children only)

Frist Communion Rehearsal: April 25 at 6pm-7:30pm in the church
(Parent and Child attend)

MAY CROWNING May 5th at 9am- the children are introduced to the congregation while wearing their communion outfits. Boys and girls line up downstairs at
8:45am and given a flower.

Parents Working on:
How to properly complete
Reconciliation
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Calendar Subject to
Change:
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Please check the
Bulletin/Newsletter for
most recent updated
information

Second Sunday of Advent
Gospel Reading
Luke 3:1-6John preaches repentance and baptizes in the region of the Jordan.
Background on the Gospel Reading
This week and next, our Gospel readings invite us to consider John the Baptist and his relationship to Jesus.
John the Baptist appears in the tradition of the great prophets, preaching repentance and reform to the people
of Israel. To affirm this, Luke quotes at length from the prophet Isaiah. John baptizes for repentance and for
forgiveness of sins, preparing the way for God's salvation.
The three Synoptic Gospels—Mark, Matthew, and Luke—attest to the importance of the baptism of John in
preparing for Jesus. Only the Gospel of Luke, however, extends the connection between these two men to
their birth. The first two chapters of Luke's Gospel contain the Infancy Narrative, which tells about the births
of John the Baptist and Jesus. These stories set the stage for the beginning of Jesus' public ministry in chapter
3.
The evangelist Luke is the author of the Gospel that bears his name, and he also wrote the Acts of the Apostles
as a continuation of the story of Jesus and the Church. In these two works, Luke's sense of time and history
emerges. He identifies three epochs of salvation history: the time before Christ, the time of Christ, and the
time of the Church and the Holy Spirit. In today's Gospel reading, as elsewhere, John the Baptist is presented
as the figure who bridges the time before Christ and prepares the way for Christ's own ministry.
In today's Gospel we also note Luke's attention to political and historical detail. Luke shows that salvation is
for all people and situated in world events. Therefore, Luke lists the political and religious leaders at the time
of John's appearance in the desert. Salvation is understood as God's breaking into this political and social history.
John's preaching of the coming of the Lord is a key theme of the Advent season. As John's message prepared
the way for Jesus, we too are called to prepare ourselves for Jesus' coming. We respond to John's message by
repentance and reform of our lives. We are also called to be prophets of Christ, who announce by our lives the
coming of the Lord, as John did.

Family Connection
During the season of Advent, we choose to add many activities to our family's schedule to prepare for our celebration of Christmas. John the Baptist reminds us that our repentance is another way in which we can prepare for the Lord's coming and our celebration of Christmas. Parish communities often offer a communal celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation during the Advent season. Your family might choose to participate in the communal celebration of the sacrament, or you might seek out this sacrament on an individual basis.
Read together today's Gospel, Luke 3:1-6. Talk about how John the Baptist called upon the people to prepare
the way of the Lord through repentance. Together as a family, prepare a simple reconciliation service in preparation for Christmas. Gather in a prayerful space, perhaps around the family Advent wreath.
Grades 4 & 5 will have the opportunity to have reconciliation with Fr. Anthony Monday night beginning at
5:15pm

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3)
As younger children become less self-focused, they learn to make good choices that are considerate of others.
During the season of Advent, we hear the message of John the Baptist calling us to make good choices to prepare the way of the Lord.
Materials Needed
 crayons in different colors (at least one per child), sheets of paper
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
1. Display the crayons and paper. Invite children to come up to get a sheet of paper and choose a crayon.
Say: I see you’ve all chosen a color. We make lots of choices in our lives, don’t we? God asks us to make
good choices that help us be friends to others. What are some good choices we can make to be a friend to
others? (Accept reasonable responses, including sharing what we have, taking care of one another’s things,
saying kind words, saying sorry if we hurt someone’s feelings.)
2. Say: During Advent, we prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth. We do this by making good choices. When we
make a poor choice, we can choose to turn back to God and ask for forgiveness. Today we will hear
about John the Baptist preparing the way for the Lord. Let’s listen.
3. Read today’s Gospel, Luke 3:1–6.
4. Say: We can prepare the way for the Lord by making good choices this Advent season. This way, we will
have peaceful hearts. We’ll be ready to welcome Jesus when he comes. Take a few minutes to draw a
picture of a good choice you will make to be a friend to others this Advent season. If you need another
color, ask if you can swap crayons with another child. Give children time to draw and talk about their pictures. Then say: Let’s pray for God’s help making good choices as we prepare to welcome Jesus.
5. Pray together that we will make good choices and tell God we are sorry for our poor choices. Share a sign
of peace with one another.

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6)
Older children are learning that their choices have consequences, for good and for ill. During the season of Advent, we hear the message of John the Baptist calling us to repent and to make choices that will prepare the way
of the Lord.
Materials Needed
 A set of dominoes
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
1. Set up a series of dominoes in the shape of a Y so that when you push the first domino, it initiates a chain
reaction causing the other dominoes to fall.
2. Show the young people your domino setup. Ask: What will happen if I push over this first domino? (It will
cause the other dominoes to fall.) What will happen if I don't push this first domino? (Nothing; the other dominoes won't fall.) Say: What do you think I should do? Do what the majority of students want you to do.
3. Say: Each of our choices has consequences. Notice how pushing this first domino caused the others dominoes to fall. Sometimes our choice to do one thing leads us to other choices that we didn't see at first.
4. Say: In today's Gospel, we hear about the appearance of John the Baptist preparing the way for Jesus.
Let's listen carefully to this Gospel to see what choices this Gospel invites us to make.
5. Invite one or more volunteers to read today's Gospel, Luke 3:1-6.
6. Ask: What choice did John the Baptist make? (He chose to prepare the way of the Lord.) What choice did
John the Baptist want others to make? (to repent and be baptized; to change their lives; to prepare the way of
the Lord) Say: John's choice to prepare the way of the Lord started what might be described as a chain reaction, as others also chose to prepare the way of the Lord through their baptism and repentance.

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6)
Say: We can also be people who prepare the way of the Lord through our good choices and by our repentance when we fail to make good choices. The season of Advent is a time when we focus on making good
choices so that we have made ourselves ready to receive Jesus when he comes.
Pray together that we will be people whose good choices help prepare the way of the Lord and invite others
to do the same. Pray together the Act of Contrition.

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8)
Through their exposure to advertising, young people hear messages that try to influence their behavior. In the
announcement of John the Baptist, we hear a very different message, one calling for repentance.
Materials Needed
 Samples of advertising slogans with which the young people are familiar
 paper and pencils
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
1. Show the young people the advertising slogans. Ask them to identify the message the slogan is announcing
and what the advertisers want those who hear the message to do.
2. Say: There are many messages sent to us in our society. Many of these are advertising messages that
seek to get our attention in order to sell a product. Are there other people or organizations that have messages for us today? (Accept all reasonable answers.)
3. Say: In today's Gospel, we hear about John the Baptist, a messenger who appeared before Jesus. After
we listen to this Gospel, we'll identify the message John the Baptist announced.
4. Invite one or more volunteers to read today's Gospel, Luke 3:1-6.
5. Ask: What message is John the Baptist announcing? (Repent of your sins.) Is this message still relevant
today? (Yes.) Are there voices today that continue to announce this message? (Accept all reasonable answers.)
6. Say: During the season of Advent, the message of John the Baptist is particularly appropriate. During
Advent, we seek forgiveness of our sins as we prepare for Jesus' coming. To help us hear better John's message, let's try to be advertisers and write the message of John the Baptist in the form of a slogan so that people might better hear this message today.
7. Place the young people in groups of two or three. Invite them to prepare slogans for the season of Advent
that echo the message of John the Baptist. Invite volunteers to share their slogans with the group. (If appropriate, these messages might also be shared with others in your parish, perhaps in announcements for a parish
Advent reconciliation service.)
8. Conclude in prayer together asking God to help us hear and respond to the message of John the Baptist
calling us to repentance. Pray together the Act of Contrition.

Do you need a DATE Night with your significant other?
Comedy Night at La Bella Vista in Waterbury on Feb. 8 at 6:30pm for Cocktail Dinner Reception
Show begins at 7:30pm with 3 comedians. There is a silent auction, live auction and basket raffles. Cash bar.
Proceeds benefit the faith formation building. We will be adding new windows, handicap entrance, and lastly remodeling
the last classroom upstairs.
Call Carmelina with any questions. Tickets are $50/person

Stewardship Events for the Remainder of the year
Subject to change as activities are being added to the calendar

What is the Event

Where the Event

Dates

Sun. Mass Greeters/Ushers

In the Church

Dec. 9=9am and 11am

9am & 11am ONLY

**Must have approval of FF

Dec.16 & 23=9am and 11am

St. Vincent DePaul Monthly
Meatloaf

Church parking lot

9am in the church parking lot
Make 1 pound of meatloaf, bring with you, can of veggies

*Must have approval of FF
Children’s Liturgy Mass
9am & 11am

9am Mass you come in at 8:45am
and setting up downstairs and stay

*** Must have approval of FF Office. Can not just show up
Church Hall

and get credit if the office does not approve

behind and clean up
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
11am Mass you come in at 10:45am
to set up and stay behind to clean up
Advent Mission Service

Church

Dec.6 or 7pm-8:30pm Attendance required to get credit

Christmas Eve Mass Set Up, Lumi-

Church

Dec. 24= 9am– 10:30am

Church

Dec. 24= 10:30pm Need Parents/Child Team

naries, Church Decorations etc.
Luminaries lighting Christmas Eve

Open only to the first 15 students

St. John’s Good Stewards
The life of a Christian steward
models the life of Jesus. It is challenging and even difficult, in many
respects, yet intense joy comes to
those who take the risk to live as
Christian stewards. Women and
men who seek to live as stewards

I helped grandma wash the dishes; played with my little
brother; cleaned my closet to give clothes to the homeless;
raked the lawn with my dad
I treasure my mom; sister; teacher; grandmother; brother;
sister; uncle Tommy; I prayed to God today; I went to
church today

learn that "all things work for good
for those who love God" (Rom
8:28).

Children’s Liturgy
We are looking for help with our Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Do you have
–A love of God, the Church, and God’s people?
–A life characterized by their faithful practice of faith in the spirit of faith, love, hope, courage, and joy?
–Personal prayer and dedicated to the evangelizing mission of the church?
–Active participation in our local church community, especially by weekly attendance at
Sunday Eucharist?
–A devotion to the Most Holy Eucharist and Mary, the model for all catechists?
Please call Carmelina to discuss further at 860-274-4123

Mass Attendance
Steps for Signing in
1. Take an envelope back to your seat
2. Place your name on the envelope
3. Place the envelope in the offertory basket
4. If no envelopes, sign in on the sheet

Confession Grades 4-10
In the confessional room:
1. There is a Confessional Box
2. Fill out the slip of paper and place in
box
Month
October
November
December
January
February
March
April

Grade
4
5
3
6
7
8
All

Saturday Date
6,13,20,27
3,10,17
15 at 9am in the Church
5,12,19,26
2,9,16,23
2,9,16,23,30
Anyone who missed

