
January 19, 2022

FROM THE DESK OF Reverend Anthony Smith

We have great news to share!

Mrs. Sherrie Gemmell will join St. John School as its next Principal, leading St. John School
through the transition to a middle school in the academic year 2022-2023.

Mrs. Gemmell is a highly accomplished educator with significant experience teaching middle and
high school students in both Catholic and public schools. She holds two education certifications:
Secondary English 7-12 and School Librarian/Media Specialist, as well as a BA in Business
Management from Central Connecticut State University, an MA in Education, Curriculum, and
Technology from Post University and she undertook her Information Library Systems coursework at
Southern Connecticut State University.

Mrs. Gemmell’s educational philosophy is based on her professional mission to develop
intellectual prowess and ignite curiosity in her students, as well as lead them to encounter the
living God inside and outside of the classroom. She believes that Catholic educators must
employ effective and purposeful educational strategies to promote student-centered learning.

One of her priorities will be to infuse the middle school curriculum with technology that
strengthens learning retention and leads to academic success. Mrs. Gemmell has been a
trainer and led professional development workshops for educators that focused on
digitally-mediated devices and web tools to deliver instruction that is personal, visual, and
mobile. The core of these workshops is to share and practice technology that enhances
students’ understanding and extends their learning beyond the classroom.

As a teacher, Mrs. Gemmell has successfully taught middle school and high school English for many
years including AP Language and Composition (10 years). Additionally, she has taught middle school
History and Religion, as well as high school AP Computer Science Principles. She served as the
English Department Chair (3 years), developed a district wide reading program, and implemented
coding and engineering through asynchronous courses and hands-on workshops. She has also been
a writing coach for middle and high school students and served on various NEASC (New England
Association of Schools and Colleges) committees for school accreditation.

To complement her role in the classroom, Mrs. Gemmell has also been a high school cheerleading
coach, girls’ tennis coach, Debate team coach, mentor for the school newspaper (The Forum), and
the e-Sports team coach.

Her professional affiliations include ISTE 2010-present; ASCD 2012-present; NCTE 2009-present,
American Library Assn. 2015-present; Connecticut Library Assn. 2015-present.

Mrs. Gemmell is committed to an inclusive and diverse school with classrooms that differentiate
instruction and promote individualized learning. She is excited to begin and is looking forward to
meeting students, faculty, staff and families.

I am confident that the educational and operational leadership that Ms. Gemmell brings to our school
community, combined with Mrs. Mulhall’s vision and leadership will strengthen our schools!



THANK YOU

As a parish community, we are very grateful to Ms. Virginia Nyce for all that she has
contributed to our school during her tenure as the interim Principal.

Ms. Nyce has led our school with thoughtful vision, boundless energy and sincere kindness. She
invested the time to learn about the students and the faculty which led to their trust. Her spiritual
direction added to our faith community. Ms. Nyce’s self-motivation and her commitment to Catholic
education led our school through a challenging fall and early winter of instruction and change during
the continuing and ever-changing pandemic. Ms. Nyce distinguished herself as a mentor and a
manager wrapped in a person of deep faith.

We wish Ms. Nyce our very best as she continues her discernment of religious life. Our school
community will remain close to Ms. Nyce through daily prayer to support her journey towards a
vocation of religious life.

Please join me in thanking Ms. Nyce and in praying daily for her vocation.

We are quickly approaching Catholic Schools Week and will have more to share about Mrs.
Gemmell’s start.

The Open Houses planned for January 23 and January 30 have been postponed due to the
currently high infection rates of the Omicron variant. Our Leadership Team is working on a plan for
future open houses and information sessions that engage families while protecting the health and
safety of our school community. Appointments for family tours are available now for all
families.  Please contact SJS or SMMS for a personal tour and to meet the faculty.

I am very confident that the unification of St. John School and St. Mary Magdalen School will
be successful under the leadership of our two strong and accomplished Principals - Mrs.
Deborah Mulhall (PK-4) and Mrs. Sherrie Gemmell (5-8). We are blessed to have their
wonderful leadership!

Thank you for your support of our schools! Best wishes for continued good health!

Reverend Anthony J. Smith


