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7th Grade parents Must read the section about Living
Stations on Page 2 in regards to the living stations
play.
This course is being offered for those parents who were not able to
attend our last session due to the short notice. This is for all parents
and guardians of those students in our faith formation program regardless of what grade your child is in and when their class is being
offered.
We ask at least one representative from the family attend this meeting in order for St. John's to fulfill the requirement for the office of
faith formation at the diocese level.
We will have a sign in sheet so please try to arrive prior to 6:45pm
to avoid the crowd for signing in.

As you may know, our 7th graders act out the Stations of the Cross. Stations of the
Cross is another way to pray, especially during the Lenten season, but can be prayed at
any time. To help us live as Jesus taught us, we can reflect on his great sacrifice for us. Our
way to do this is by meditating on the Passion. The Stations of the Cross, or Way of the
Cross, is an important prayer in which we meditate on fourteen events of the Passion, beginning with the moment Jesus was condemned to death and ending with the moment he
was laid in the tomb.
In the Stations of the Cross, we walk with Jesus as we look at the images that help us follow the story of his Passion. All 7th graders are asked to attend the rehearsals whether you are in the
Sunday class or Tuesday night class. The rehearsals are the following dates:
Tuesday, April 2 at 6:30pm -8pm in the Church
Sunday, April 7 at 12N-2pm in the Church
Wednesday, April 10 at 5:30pm-7:30pm in the Church (We will provide snacks)
Tuesday, April 16 at 5:30pm-7:30pm in the Church (we will provide snacks)
Friday, April 19th Good Friday Rehearsal 5:30pm-7:30pm
Performance is at 8pm in the churchWe will provide pizza
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St. John’s Altar Server Ministry is Recruiting!
St. John’s Altar Server Ministry provides an opportunity for the young people of our
parish to become more involved in the parish in a constructive, helpful and educational way. This ministry allows young parishioners to grow in the following ways:


Serve Christ and the Church



Participate more in the Liturgy



Learn more about the Mass and the Church



Be more involved in the parish

St. John’s has Altar Servers at all Masses. The Ministry is open to those in Fourth
Grade and beyond, who have celebrated their First Communion.

First Eucharist Dates:
Quilt Squares:
Due April 6 at the retreat however, if you finish prior please hand it to the office. The quilters need to complete the quilt for First Communion Day. The
quilt will be displayed on the Altar the day of first Communion. Please contact
the office if you lost your square; we will provide a new one for you; please do
not create your own.

First Communion Retreat: April 6th at 9am-11am Church Hall – If you are
unable to make this date, we will try to find another day for you. Please understand your child will not be able to receive first communion with their class
and can receive with our St. John school or at another Parish.

First Communion Rehearsal: April 22 at 5:15pm-6:45pm (Children only)
Frist Communion Rehearsal: April 25 at 6pm-7:30pm in the church
(Parent and Child attend)

First Communion: April 27 at 10am in the church-Arrival time is 9:30am so
we can pin a white carnation on each child. (if unable to make it then, They can join the
St. John School Saturday, May 4 time TBD by school.)

MAY CROWNING May 5th at 9am- the children are introduced to the congregation while wearing their communion outfits. Boys and girls line up downstairs at 8:45am and given a flower. They are given a flower and they process
down the aisle with their mom or grandmother and place a flower in the vase
located at the front of the altar. Father will ask the parents to stand after the
homily and have a blessing for the Mom’s and introduce the Communion class
to the congregation.

Parents Working on:
Quilt Square
April 6 at the retreat

What do the children wear on their
First Holy Communion Day?
The celebration of First Holy Eucharist is a very exciting time for the whole family. Appropriate attire
for First Communion is simple and age appropriate. The attire should not distract from the focus of
receiving the Sacrament. Please use the following guidelines when choosing your child’s attire.

BOYS
Shirt: White only, full button dress shirt, long or short sleeves.
No polo style shirts please.

Dress Jackets: are for photos only. They will not be able to
wear them at during Mass.

Pants: Navy or black dress pants with appropriate belt.
Tie: White Required. Faith Formation will order ties if you wish
to participate please let Carmelina know. The cost for the tie is
$10.

Shoes: Dark colored dress shoes with dark socks. No athletic
shoes or boots.

GIRLS
Traditionally, girls wear a white
dress, which is a symbol of purity and a reminder of their Baptism.

Dress: White, Length can be below the knee or to the ankle. Shoulders
MUST be covered. No spaghetti straps. If the dress is spaghetti strap or
sleeveless a white shawl must be worn if it is forgotten the day of communion, one will be provided by the church.

Shoes and Socks: White, low-heeled dress shoes. No high heels. Open
toe shoes are fine. White ankle socks, tights or nude color hose.

Veil: Shoulder length sheer white with simple headpiece. No large tiaras
or bridal headpieces (see JCPenny.com for examples). Crown of flowers or
baby breath may be used instead of a veil.

Gloves: are not permitted. They look beautiful in pictures, but the children play with them in the pew.
These requirements are not intended to offend, but are necessary to prevent excesses and insure all
are appropriate for this special occasion. If you have any questions or doubts about the attire guidelines, please contact Carmelina Calabrese before purchasing.
When will a priest or deacon bless my child’s religious items?
Statues, prayer books, crosses, necklaces, rosaries and other religious items are blessed on your
child’s May Crowning Day.
Your child wears their First Communion outfit 2 times! First Communion Day and May Crowning! See
attached important dates for these days.

Confirmation 2019 Dates

Interviews for Confirmation

Please pick a date and time that best fists your
schedule.
These are the only dates in which father is available.

Date

Time

Monday, June 17

3:30pm
3:45pm
4:00pm
4:15pm
4:30pm
3:30pm
3:45pm
4:00pm
4:15pm
4:30pm

Tuesday, June 18

Date
Wednesday, June 19

Thursday, June 20
X2 open slots at each
timeslot
Friday, June 21
There are 2 open slots
at each timeslot

Time
3:30pm
3:45pm
4:00pm
4:15pm
4:30pm
3:30pm
3:45pm
4:00pm
4:15pm
4:30pm
3:30pm
3:45pm
4:00pm
4:15pm
4:30pm

Confirmation Class Dates
Gifted with the Spirits

Session I
April 28, 2019

Make up Session II
April 30, 2019

Why Have I been Chosen?

May 6, 2019

May 7, 2019

Are you Talking to Me?

May 13, 2019

May 14, 2019

How Do I build the Kingdom?

May 19, 2019

May 21, 2019

Where Do I go from Here?

June 2, 2019

June 4, 2019

What does the Holy Spirit do for me?
June 9, 2019**
All attend the Mass and then there is no class..
Confirmation Retreat (Mandatory) September 28th, 2019= Place & Time TBD.

Sponsors will be asked to attend this with the students and then Mass. If a sponsor is not
available, a parent will need to be present, as the students will break into groups for
discussion.
At Mass the sponsors will pray over the students and the parents will be asked to do so as well.
*This event is MANDATORY and must be made up elsewhere in order to be confirmed.
Once confirmation date is given, we will have dates of rehearsal as well confessions.

Mass Attendance over the summer is required, if it appears to be low, a student will be asked to meet with Father
and maybe asked to delay

Stewardship Events for the Remainder of the year
Subject to change as activities are being added to the calendar

What is the Event

Where the Event

Dates

Sun. Mass Greeters/Ushers

In the Church

March 24,31

9am & 11am ONLY

**Must have approval of FF

April 7, 14

St. Vincent DePaul Monthly
Meatloaf

Church parking lot

9am in the church parking lot
Make 1 pound of meatloaf, bring with you, can of veggies

*Must have approval of FF
Children’s Liturgy Mass
9am & 11am

9am Mass you come in at 8:45am
and setting up downstairs and stay

*** Must have approval of FF Office. Can not just show up
Church Hall

and get credit if the office does not approve

behind and clean up
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
11am Mass you come in at 10:45am
to set up and stay behind to clean up
Carrying the cross and or candle at

Church

stations
Set up for the Retreat for 3rd

Friday nights– March 22, 29
April 5, 12

Church Hall

Friday, April 5

Parish Center

We are looking for volunteers to help cook, serve, clean
up, hold signs, and work the parking lot.

7:30pm-8:30pm
Fish Fry

Happy
St. Patrick’s
Day

St. John’s Good Stewards
The life of a Christian steward
models the life of Jesus. It is
challenging and even difficult,
in many respects, yet intense
joy comes to those who take
the risk to live as Christian
stewards. Women and men
who seek to live as stewards
learn that "all things work for
good for those who love
God" (Rom 8:28).

I helped grandma wash the dishes; played with my little
brother; cleaned my closet to give clothes to the homeless;
I treasure my mom; sister; teacher; grandmother; brother;
sister; uncle Tommy; I prayed to God today; I went to
church today

Children’s Liturgy
We are looking for help with our Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Do you have
–A love of God, the Church, and God’s people?
–A life characterized by their faithful practice of faith in the spirit of faith, love, hope, courage, and joy?
–Personal prayer and dedicated to the evangelizing mission of the church?
–Active participation in our local church community, especially by weekly attendance at
Sunday Eucharist?
–A devotion to the Most Holy Eucharist and Mary, the model for all catechists?
Please call Carmelina to discuss further at 860-274-4123

Mass Attendance
Steps for Signing in
1. Take an envelope back to your seat
2. Place your name on the envelope
3. Place the envelope in the offertory basket
4. If no envelopes, sign in on the sheet

Confession Grades 4-10
In the confessional room:
1. There is a Confessional Box
2. Fill out the slip of paper and place in
box
Month
March
April

Grade
8
All

Saturday Date
9,16,23,30
Anyone who missed

