
 
 

At Pentecost 2018, Bishop Zinkula called all Catholics in the Diocese of 
Davenport to a revitalization of our faith and a renewal of grace. This initiative, 
which Bishop named Vision 20/20, asks us to embrace Pope Francis’ call to the 
joy of the Gospel. Members of St. Joseph Parish will be asked to attend a 
Convocation on June 6-8, 2019. The purpose of the convocation is sevenfold: 

1. Celebrate our unity in the joy of the Gospel 
2. Reflect on the call to be “Spirit-filled evangelizers” 
3. Look to the peripheries of our communities 
4. Read the signs of the times in our diocese 
5. Explore practical strategies for the future 
6. Begin to chart out concrete plans for taking the next steps 
7. Pray for the grace to move forward.  

 
To prepare for the Convocation, Bishop Zinkula asks each parish to hold a 
listening session which has the following goals: 

 Assess the landscape in parishes regarding missionary discipleship and 
evangelization as the diocese prepares for the Convocation. 

 Provide the basis for discussion and begin to identify participants from 
each parish as preparations are made for the regional conversations and 
Convocation.  

The listening session for St. Joseph Parish will be Sunday, October 28, from 
4:00-5:30pm.  
 
To prepare for the listening session, St. Joseph parishioners are asked to 
become familiar with Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel. 
To assist parishioners, our parish is forming three study groups to better 
understand and reflect on this important work. Turn this paper over to read 
more details about these study sessions.  



 
 
 

As part of Bishop Zinkula’s Vision 20/20 initiative, 
you are invited to join with other St. Joseph parishioners in   

 

The Joy of the Gospel Study Group 
 

There are three groups from which to choose. 
Each group meets weekly for six weeks.

 
Sunday Mornings 
+ September 9-  

October 14 
+ 9:15-10:15 
+ Conference room 
+ Light refreshments will           

be served    

 
Wednesday Mornings 
+ September 12- 
   October 17 
+ 10:00-11:15 
+ Harness Hall 
+ Light refreshments  
    will be served    

 
Thursday Evenings 
+ September 20- 
   October 25 
+ 7:00-8:15 
+ Harness Hall 
+ Light refreshments will  
    be served

 
The booklet, “The Joy of the Gospel Group Reading Guide,” by Bill Huebsch will be used in 
the discussion groups. This book is a plain-English study guide which helps to make the 
Pope’s message more understandable. The Pope’s ideas are summarized and prayerful 
discussion and reflection questions help participates see how Pope Francis’ words apply to 
our own lives. The cost of the book is $4.00 which can be paid for at the first study group 
session.  
 
If you are interested in joining one of the study groups, contact Becky Townsend at 563-
659-3514 (parish office phone) or sjc@gmtel.net (parish email) by Wednesday, September 
5.  

 
Sign up today! 

As a parish, let us all understand, celebrate, and live Pope Francis’ 
message of Gospel joy, love, and peace.  
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