
 

St. Joseph’s Parish Council Minutes 

May 18, 2022 

 

St. Joseph Vision Statement: To provide a Catholic environment for our Parish, to embrace God’s word, and to 
answer the call to holiness, leading to eternal salvation. 

President Kara McAvan called the meeting to order. 

Roll Call of Members: 

Present: Fr. Page, Sr. Janet Heiar, Kara McAvan, Matt McGuire, Cary Gradert, Adam Gravert, Paul Marvin, 
Blake Hasenmiller, Sharon Fuglsang & Mike Barnes 

Absent: Deacon Mark Comer, Harry Leonard, & Chris Gilroy  

Opening Prayer – Father led us in prayer asking for a good discussion and discernment to carry the parish 
forward in a positive way. 

Approval of previous meeting minutes. Motion was made by Blake Hasenmiller to approve the minutes for 
May 18th. Sr. Janet Heiar seconded the motion, all ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.  

The parish council received reports in advance from the various ministries in order to read in advance.  
Discussions followed: 

Fall Festival:  A lengthy conversation among the Parish Council members in regards to the Fall Festival.  Kara 
McAvan, Matt McGuire and Harry Leonard are the chairpersons for the festival.  The dinner is being planned 
by the school board and committee with a new and exciting look this year.  All parish groups are helping in 
some way to make this parish fall festival fun for all.  Paul Marvin as lead for the Silent Auction has some new 
and fresh ideas.  We are still planning to have a raffle, farmers market, children’s games with several other 
ideas to enhance the fun and fellowship of this year’s fall festival.  

Emergency Action Plan:  The Emergency Action Plan document for St Joseph Church was written in June of 
2018 and is overdue for review and updates.  Cary Gradert, Adam Gravert and Blake Hasenmiller have 
volunteered to do a review.   

 Father’s Day:  We want to thank the School Board for honoring the mothers of our parish on Mother’s Day 
with a carnation for each.  Kara has visited with them and they were planning to do an appreciation for the 
fathers.  However, it has come to our attention that Father Page will be celebrating his 35th Anniversary of 
Ordination on June 19th, Father’s Day.  So, Kara and Cary would like to coordinate with the School Board to 
provide a continental breakfast for the fathers of both St Joe’s and SS Phillip and James after the 9:30 mass on 
Sunday, June 19th and also celebrate our spiritual father, Father Stephen Page for his vocation to the Diocese 
of Davenport.  Discussion and agreement followed.  Kara and Cary will work with Lisa Rayna and Erin Nieman 
to make the arrangements, etc. 

Finance & Administration/Maintenance-Matt McGuire and Adam Gravert 

Finance Council President-Mike Barnes provided a monthly update of the parish finances.  Currently 
the balance sheet remains strong, but bank assets are slightly down and investments are lagging.  
The details and specifics are shown in the report.     



Maintenance Advisory Team Coordinator-Don Fuglsang:  A thank you to the many volunteers (20 or 
so) that helped clean and clear the landscaping around the church.  The completion of the project 
will be very soon.  

Faith Formation/Board of Education-Blake Hasenmiller (Faith Formation liason) and Cary Gradert (St Joe’s 
School liason) 

Director of Faith Formation-Jasmin Tone: A survey in regards to CCD time, etc. revealed that 85% 
approval to move the CCD program to Wed evening.  Hopefully there will be a better pool of 
volunteers to help teach with better participation. 

Blake announced his summer adult Lunch and Learn for the summer.  It will be from 12:10-12:50 each 
Thursday (Children are welcome).  Have a lunch and enjoy learning about our faith. 

St Joseph’s School Principal-Sharon Roling provided a monthly school report.  Included in the report, 
Education Foundation has agreed on a budget of $172,000 for the June 30, 2023.  The June 30, 2022 
budget is $128,00.  A new teacher has been hired to fill the vacancy. Many more updates and good 
news were provided to the parish board within the report. 

School Board President-Erin Pestka 

Liturgy-Father Page and Sister Janet 

Funeral Liaison-  

Church Life- Christine Gilroy 

Altar and Rosary-Verna Turnis 

St Joseph’s Church Secretary-Becky Townsend 

Family Life-Paul Marvin and Kara McAvan   

Marriage Encounter- 

Baptismal Preparation- 

Funeral Dinners- 

Social Action-Deacon Mark and Harry Leonard 

Christian Social Action-The annual Cinco De Mayo bilingual mass and dinner had a great success. 

Faith Community Health Co-Chairs are Karen Roode and Karen McWilliams-  

Next Meeting: June 15th, 2022 @ 6PM  

Closing Prayer: Father led us in praying the Glory Be. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cary Gradert 


