
This annual report gives me the opportunity to look back on the past year as well as look forward 
to chart the path for the future.

If there is one positive that has come from the pandemic, we have all become better at using 
technology. As much of our lives shut down, we realized the important role technology plays in 
helping us stay connected. As useful as technology is, it does not provide, nor does it satisfy, our 
need for authentic connection and personal presence. That experience only comes through real, 
face-to-face, personal encounter with others.

Perhaps some have become content with virtual Mass, overlooking the importance of the power of 
personal presence for worship. While grateful for technology to keep us connected when 
we needed to be separated for the good and well-being of each other, let it not prevent 
us from hearing God’s call to gather around the eucharistic table.    

It’s time to come back in person to Mass, where we experience the power of Jesus’ 
presence in those around us and His physical presence in the mystery of God’s love 
made flesh in the sacrament of Eucharist. For this reason, the bishops of our country 
are calling for a “Eucharistic Revival” to renew our appreciation of the personal 
encounter with our Lord that can only take place in the celebration of in-person 
Mass.  

As you look through this annual report, I pray that it uplifts you as you read about all 
the wonderful ways we continue to grow as a parish community. Through the 
intercession of Saint Benedict, may God’s grace continue to bless us.

Peace and Blessings,

Father Dan

Dear Parishioners,Saint Benedict Parish
260 Bruno Road 
Greensburg, PA 15601
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Our Ministries
This past year has brought so many signs of hope to our parish. Despite the pandemic, we never 
stopped connecting with those who were isolated, especially our more senior members; helping 
the poor and the hungry; working to minister to our children and youth; and extending pastoral 
care to the sick and homebound. This past year has also brought a larger number of parishioners 
attending Mass in person and a successful parish festival. It was wonderful to see so many 
people gathered as community again!  Below are some of the wonderful signs of hope reflected 
in the various areas of our parish:

Liturgy 

We partnered with the Greensburg-area parishes to host six monthly “Praise & Worship” style 
Eucharistic Adorations. Our Rosary Altar Society celebrated our first post-pandemic May 
Crowning, continuing a long standing parish tradition. 

Service 

Our parish has continued the Meal Train, delivering home-cooked meals to fellow parishioners 
who need relief from meal preparation after coming home with a new baby, while recovering 
from a medical procedure or due to other unforeseen circumstances. The Meal Train is a 
ministry that coordinates the donation of meals for short-term relief.

Monthly First Friday Communion calls have resumed, allowing us to take Our Eucharistic Lord 
to our parishioners who are unable to attend Mass. 

We not only pray for our brothers and sisters at Mass, but also through our community- wide 
Prayer Ministry. This ministry circulates names and prayer intentions via email of individuals 
who need prayers for healing, renewed hope and spiritual strength. 

In December, our parish collected 60 Christmas gifts for area children through our Salvation 
Army Giving Tree project.

Our parish has reached beyond the walls of our church in two specific ways this past year. First, 
our parish teens participate in the area’s ecumenical Food2Go4Kids program, helping to pack 
more than 50 bags once a month during the school year. Second, in late July, our parish helped 
those affected by local flooding through a monetary/gift card donation and cleaning goods 
collection. Also, several parishioners partnered with the Marguerite Fire Department to clean 
flooded basements. 

Saint Benedict Parish is responsible for the care of a 2-mile stretch of Marguerite Lake Road 
from the parish to Route 30 at Beatty Crossroads. Road clean-up takes place twice a year – spring 
(April-May) and fall (September-October). Volunteers are welcome.

 

Sources of Hope

Your contributions to our parish 
help maintain our church and 
other parish buildings and 
grounds. Last year our parish 
installed security and surveillance 
equipmentand Wi-Fi in the 
church. Landscape work was 
also completed on the hillside in 
front of the church. Our parish 
has a very active Building and 
Grounds commission that has 
recommended the following 
projects: repair, refinish and 

waterproof the lower outside 
church basement walls, both 
inside and outside; repair the 
lower slats of hardy boards around 
the Parish Center; and purchase 
a new two-door freezer for the 
kitchen in the Parish Center. I 
am optimistic that with your 
continued financial support, our 
parish will meet this challenge to 
maintain and care for our church, 
making it the center of worship 
and prayer of our community.

Capital Improvements

As Mass attendance gradually returns to 
the pre-pandemic numbers, our need for 
liturgical ministers has drastically increased. 
As our parish joins with Catholics throughout 
our country answering our Bishops’ call for 
Eucharistic Revival, we invite and encourage 
all parishioners to consider responding to 
this need to serve in some type of liturgical 
ministry.

While it is wonderful that so many parishioners 
are attending Mass and receiving Our Lord 
in Holy Communion, our parish really needs 
more parishioners to serve as liturgical 
ministers to continue our community’s Spirit-
filled celebration of Mass. The celebration 
of Mass is our collective responsibility, and 
not solely the work of the priest.  It is the 
prayerful work and participation of our entire 
community of faith. So, spend some time 
in prayer, reflecting and asking God to help 
you hear and respond to the call to serve 
our community in some aspect of liturgical 
ministry. Whether as a hospitality minister, 
server, lector or extraordinary minister of holy 
Communion, our parish can use you!

Discipleship and Evangelization

Our young church is alive and growing in faith. This past year, 27 children in PK-fifth 
grade continued their journey of discipleship at our twice-a-month Faith Formation 
on Sunday mornings. Also, more than 24 teens in grades 6-12 participated in weekly 
Sunday afternoon and evening Youth Ministry. Several kids also participated in the 
summer VBS hosted at our partner parish. We thank all our catechists who help 
form our young people in the faith, especially in preparation for the reception of the 
sacraments.

Our adult Church continues to grow as disciples through opportunities such as 
Women’s Bible Study, which meets Wednesday mornings from 9:30 a.m. to noon 
during the school year in the Parish Center for Scripture, snacks and fellowship. 
The Adult Formation series, 7 Deadly Sins, which started before COVID-19, was 
successfully completed during Lent. Plans are in the works to start a new Adult 
Formation series. 

Parish Life

The Rosary Altar Society seeks to enhance the spiritual welfare of the women of the 
parish through special devotion to the Blessed Mother. This organization also hosts 
many fundraisers throughout the year to help to provide items for the church such as 
altar cloths, candles, hosts, flowers, vestments and any other requests made by the 
pastor. In the spring, the Rosary Altar Society hosted a successful and memorable 
Cinco de Mayo party for its members. More than 100 women gathered to celebrate 
an evening of special Mexican food, beverages, socializing and entertainment.

In July, our parish festival kicked off with an outdoor Mass. This year’s festival was 
our first two-day festival post-pandemic, with many more to come! 

We celebrate the amazing and hopeful aspects of parish ministry, recognizing that 
none of it is possible without much prayer, dedication and generosity. It is because 
of your selfless gifts of time, talent and treasure that all these ministries continue to 
grow and thrive. 
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