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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ.

Last month, the Archdiocese was notified of an allegation that Father Mark Joppa,
your pastor at the Church of Saint Rita, had acted inappropriately toward a minor. Law
enforcement was notified of the situation. Father Joppa was interviewed by law
enforcement and has denied any misconduct. However, given that the matter was being
investigated, Father Joppa chose to refrain from public priestly ministry.

In accordance with our protocols, the Archdiocese cooperated in law
enforcement's investigation. Law enforcement completed its investigation and closed the
case after consultation with the Washington County Attomey's Office. With authorization
from law enforcement, the Archdiocese has commenced its own review process in accord
with canonical protocols. That process has included ongoing consultation with members
of the Ministerial Review Board.

In consultation with the Archdiocese, Father Joppa has decided to voluntarily
refrain from priestly ministry while the Archdiocese addresses this matter.

I ask for your prayers and support for all involved.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda
Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
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