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17th Sunday-Year A 

1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12 
Psalm 119 

Rom 8: 28-30 
Mt. 13:44-52 

Don’t Stop Searching for the Pearl 
Beloved in Christ, as I reflect on today’s readings, I remember an incident that happened a few 

years ago. I had a co-worker who always looked very grumpy and easily got angry. Every time I talked 
with him, he was grumpy. So I drew the conclusion that this guy is just a grumpy person, and I decided 
not to worry myself about him, but withdraw internally and cut him off. One day, I was having a chat 
with him, and he did not look that grumpy, so I remarked: “Um, no offense, but today you do not look 
grumpy.” He looked at me, smiled, and then told me he mostly comes across as grumpy because he has 
sleep problems and does not get more than one hour of sleep at night. I felt so ashamed because I was 
very wrong about him. I thought I understood him and was right in giving up any hope of working on my 
relationship with him. But I was very wrong. Something was going on in his life that I did not understand. 
So from that day, I began to pray that God would cure him of his sleep disorder. From that experience, I 
learned again to seek to understand what is going on with people before I draw conclusions about their 
behavior.  

Our first reading talks about Solomon, a young boy who is chosen by God to be the king of Israel 
but feels overwhelmed because of the problems in his family, his own weaknesses, and how difficult it is 
to deal with the people God has entrusted to him. He knew his brother wanted the throne, and many 
people don’t like him as a king. But instead of giving up on his family and the people, he asks God for an 
understanding heart and a deeper insight that will help him understand his family and the people the way 
God understands them so that he could treat them the way God would treat them.  

In our gospel, our Lord Jesus reminds us that in order to have the fullness of life, we need to keep 
our eyes on what is most important in life (the greatest treasure) and sacrifice all things to acquire that 
treasure and hold on to it. That treasure is what Jesus describes as the Kingdom of God. So what is that 
Kingdom of God? Many times when we hear about the Kingdom of God, we tend to think of Heaven, the 
place where someday we wish to go after our death. That is true, but the Kingdom of God is not just a 
place we go after our death. It is a state of life and primarily about relationships with God and those God 
has placed in our lives. The Kingdom of God is a lifestyle in which we share the joys and pains of life 
with God and with one another here on earth. That is what Jesus meant when he taught us to pray that 
God’s kingdom will be established here on earth. So, the greatest treasure we have is our relationship with 
God and with one another.  

Unfortunately, these relationships get broken and need to be restored. Problems and difficulties in 
life, as well as our own sins and weaknesses, and what people do against us can cover up the beauty and 
the treasure in our relationships with God and others. When you feel like you have reached the limit of 
your strength, and God is not listening, you might be tempted to give up hope in God or life. When you 
feel disappointed in somebody, a son, a daughter, siblings, husband or wife, co-worker, or friend, you 
might be tempted to give up that relationship, thinking nothing good can come out of it. However, Jesus 
tells us that a broken relationship either with God or others is not a lost relationship. It is a hidden treasure 
that can be discovered again if only we are ready to put in the sacrifice that it takes to do so. Today’s 
readings tell us not to give up searching for ways to restore our broken relationships and create new ones. 

St. Paul tells us, if we don’t give up, God will turn things around for the good because He makes 
sure all things work out for the good of those who pursue the love of God and neighbor. Have you given 
up on any relationship with a friend or any member of your family? Have you grown cold towards your 
wife, husband, children, parents, co-workers, etc.? God is inviting you to take a second look at your 
relationships in order to find the treasure that is hidden in them. Like Solomon, let’s ask God for a deeper 
insight into what might be destroying our relationship with God and others. May Christ help us to see as 
he sees so that we can do as he does! 

 


