
	  
18th Sunday-Year A 

Isaiah 55:1-3 
Ps. 145:8-18 

Rom. 8:35; 37-39 
Mt. 14:13-21 

 
God Will Keep His Promises! 

 
Beloved in Christ, God is faithful. Today, our gospel tells us that God’s heart moves with pity when he sees 
us going through suffering. The responsorial Psalm tells us that the hand of God always feeds and saves his 
people. God’s love for us is forever sure! 
 
In our first reading, God sent the prophet, Isaiah, to tell the people of Israel, who had been in exile for over 
50 years, that things were going to get better, and God kept his promise. As always, God did it in a way that 
surprised his people. The Israelites thought they had to fight and defeat the Babylonians themselves to be 
free and return to Jerusalem. But God had a better plan. God called Cyrus, a pagan King, who defeated the 
Babylonians, set the Israelites free and helped them to rebuild their lives. Beloved, this reading, Good 
news, is not meant for only the people of Israel, but the whole world. There is a word that is repeated four 
times in the reading. Can anyone tell? It’s “Come”. Why does God repeat the word four times in the 
reading? It seems God is addressing people of all nations: north, south, east, and west, saying: “Count on 
me!” Beloved, God’s words are not empty promises; they are “events” that must take place and practically 
change people’s lives for better (Is. 55:10-11).  
 
 My dear people of God, millions are hurting in our world today. Thousands of people infected by the 
coronavirus and thousands are dying. Many have lost their jobs. School is about to open, and families and 
students don’t know what to do. The emotional, physical, psychological, and economic effects of this virus 
are unbearable. We may be tempted to despair because we don’t know when this is going to end. You may 
look at these problems and, like the disciples in the gospel, say: “there is no way I can change these 
situations. But St. Paul, in our second reading, tells us that God is not done, so we should not give up. We 
should not allow these difficult times to separate us from the love of God (Romans 8:35-39) or from 
people. Things will get better.  
 
Our gospel reminds us that Jesus is the God who promised the people of Israel and saved them from exile. 
He is the same God, who fed over five thousand people in times past when the disciples thought that was 
impossible. He is the God who is calling on the whole world to count on him. He will not abandon us. He 
will save us. So let’s keep calling upon God and helping each other as we wait for God's salvation. He has 
strength for those who are despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame so do not be afraid. God is 
not done! 
 
	  


