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Mt. 16:13-20 

 
You Have the Keys to the Kingdom 

This past week, Beloved in Christ, you blew me away with your love and support for our brothers 
and sisters in the immigrant community here in our City. Each of you is dealing with some personal 
problems and the effects of the storm. Yet, you went out of your way to sacrifice and donate generously to 
help the immigrants in our community. I am very touched by your love for God and his people, and I am 
eternally grateful to all of you for this beautiful love and support. With your help, sacrifices, and 
donations, we were able to bring food donations to our brothers and sisters in the immigrant community. 
One woman commented: “When we see the church here, we know God is with us.” Beloved, that is very 
true. When we succeed in showing God’s love to others, we help them encounter Jesus and experience his 
presence in good times and in bad times.  

In our second reading, St. Paul talks about the surprising Wisdom of God, which creates, saves, 
and restores all things in Christ. According to human wisdom, when something gets bad or rotten, you 
throw it away, right? But for God, when something gets really rotten, he chooses to make it new. He does 
not throw it away. No matter how awful our world has gotten, God is not going to throw the world away. 
God is working every day to make the world better. 

That is the truth that Jesus is teaching his disciples in the gospel. Through his love for a broken 
world and actions, Jesus, the God-made-man, shows us that God is not waiting for a time to destroy the 
world but is working every day to save it and that he needs you and me to help make that happen. Jesus 
tells us that the profession of faith comes with honor and responsibility and that our cooperation with God 
is essential for the restoration of the world. That is the symbolism of the key he entrusted to the Church 
through St. Peter. By giving the keys to the Church, God has given power and responsibility to every 
member of the church, Pope Francis, all the bishops, and every baptized Christian has the honor and 
responsibility to will help restore the world. Like St. Peter and his successors, the Popes, all the baptized, 
have been entrusted with the honor and responsibility of opening the doors for people to enter into the 
kingdom. Your current vocation in life is that key. In my vocation as a priest, in your vocation as a 
husband, wife, parent, grandparents, consecrated single person, a teacher, a businessman or woman, 
government official, whatever your vocation in life, God has entrusted you with the keys to his kingdom 
and God is counting on you to grant those he has placed in your life access to his kingdom of love, peace, 
unity, and so the kingdom of God’s glory. 

The first reading reminds us that the way we use that key will determine whether our world gets 
better or worse. The reading talks about a man called Shebna, who was given honor and responsibility by 
God to help make life better for God’s people, the Israelites, and lead them to God. Unfortunately, Shebna 
abused that power. He used the people for his own gain, to amass wealth, and to make a name for himself. 
Rather than giving people access to the riches in God's house, he closed the door. His desire was for 
people to see how great Shebna and so wanted to build a tomb for himself on the Mountain of God, 
Horeb. He got it wrong because he forgot that our mission in life is not to show how great we are but how 
great and loving God. In his desire to make a name for himself, Shebna led the people of God astray.  

Beloved, how are we using the power God has given us, as a Church? The question I am asking 
myself today is, do I, at times, behave like Shebna?  Am I leading people to Christ or leading them astray? 
How are you using the power God has given you? Are you leading your family, friends, and those who 
know you to Christ, or are your actions leading them astray? The world is crying out to God, and he is 
counting on you and me to open the door to his love and peace for his people. My prayer is that God will 
grant us the grace to use the keys entrusted to us to grant people access to the kingdom and not to close the 
door to it. Amen!  

 
 


