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It Takes Sacrifice  

One of my favorite Christian music artists is Matthew West. He played a song called Do 
Something. In that song, Matthew West says he woke up one day and felt very sad about all the evils and 
problems in the world: the poverty, the killing of innocent people, the wars, families that are broken, human 
trafficking, children dying of hunger, people who are killing themselves because they have lost hope in our 
world and have lost hope in God. In that song, Matthew West said he prayed to God asking God to do 
something, and then he heard a voice telling him: I have done something: I have created You!  

Beloved in Christ, life can be tough, and there are so many types of suffering in life that are 
beyond our control. We cannot control natural disasters like the storm we just experienced here in our city 
and other parts of the country. We cannot stop hurricane Laura and other natural disasters. But there are 
different types of suffering that we can help end and make the world a better place. Last week, our 
scriptural readings reminded us that the destiny of the world does not lie only in the hand of God. It equally 
lies in our hand, and that God has given us the key to open the door of the kingdom so that we can help 
make this world a better place. Our readings today remind us that it takes sacrifice to fulfill the mission 
God has entrusted to us.   

Our first reading from the Prophet Jeremiah was written about 600 years before Christ. The 
Prophet talks about the suffering he had to endure in order to preach the Word of God and help make life 
better for his people. Not only did the people refuse to listen to him, but they also laughed at him and called 
him crazy. Some even hated Jeremiah and wanted to kill him. From the very beginning, when he accepted 
the call to help God make life better for his people, Jeremiah knew that it would be a difficult task, but he 
did not know that it would be this difficult. In our reading today, he is tempted to give up, but he says he 
cannot give up because it is only the Word of God that can bring life to his people and restore their broken 
world. Jeremiah came to realize that he had to sacrifice his life if that is what it takes for his people to have 
a better life. 

In the gospel, our Lord Jesus is teaching his disciples that they have to be ready to lay down their 
lives if they want the world to become a better place. Peter pulls Jesus aside and tells him to stop talking 
about suffering because it did not make sense to him. Jesus rebukes Peter and tells him to stop thinking the 
way Satan thinks and begin to think as God thinks. Last week, Peter was happy to accept the keys to the 
kingdom and all the honor and privileges that come with it, but he was not ready to accept the sacrifices 
that needed to be made for that key to be effective. But we cannot condemn Peter. It is important to 
understand that Peter did not have all the hindsight we have about how Jesus’ suffering and death would 
lead to a happy ending. So, humanly speaking, what Jesus said about the need to suffer and die for others 
did not make sense to Peter. But beloved, this gospel teaches us that the call to be a Christian is a call to 
sacrifice your life so that others will have life.  

This is not an easy teaching to embrace and live. The world will call you a fool and a failure when 
you try to live the gospel. They will call you crazy if you try to put others first. But, beloved, if you are not 
ready to be called crazy and weird, you cannot be a good Christian. St. Paul, in our second reading, reminds 
us that the only way we can put Jesus’s words into practice is to refuse to conform to the wisdom of this 
age and be transformed by the renewal of our minds and hearts. The wisdom of this age tells us that life 
will be better for me if I focus on “me” and make choices that make me happy and comfortable. But the 
Wisdom of the Cross invites us to think “We,” but not only “I.” It is about them and not about me.  

Beloved, it takes sacrifice to feed the poor and end poverty. It takes sacrifice to forgive someone 
who has offended you. It takes sacrifice to heal and restore broken relationships. It takes sacrifice to bring 
hope to those who have lost hope in life are giving up. That is what it means to take up the cross, deny 
yourself, and follow Jesus. As we lament the sufferings of the world and call on God to do something about 
the problems in our lives, families, communities, and country, God reminds us today that he has done 
something; He has created you, He has created me! May Christ be our light, may he shine through the 
darkness of our world and make us light for his people. May Christ. Amen! 

 
	  


