
23rd Sunday-Year A 
Ez. 33:7-9 

Psalm 95: 1-9 
Rom. 13:8-10 
Mt. 18:15-20 

Admonishing the Sinner is Love 
Beloved in Christ, I have a question, and I need an answer. What is the purpose of the Mass we 

have gathered here to celebrate? Why did Jesus give out his body to be broken for us? Why did he allow his 
blood to be poured out? It is to get rid of sin in the world. Sin is a violation of love. It destroys the sinner, 
family, Church, and society. We can only live in love, peace, and joy if we get rid of sin in the world. But 
how can we get rid of sin if we cannot even call it by name and describe it as it is? 

How many times have you heard somebody saying: “It’s my own life, don’t tell me how to live 
it.” We live in a world that tells us that you are in charge of your own life, you are in charge of your own 
body, your money, and any other gifts that you have, and you can use it any way you want. That you can do 
whatever you want and still have peace and joy. That is not true. Today, almost every act of fraternal 
correction is mistaken as “judgment”, and one of the most popular sentences today is “don’t judge me” or 
“I don’t want to judge anybody. Many of us Christians hide behind this phrase, “I don’t want to judge” and 
ignore our call to be prophets for one another. Beloved, there is a difference between judgment and 
fraternal correction. Judgment is condemning somebody and choosing not to have anything to do with that 
person. Fraternal correction says, “I love you too much to stand aside and see you destroy your life, so I 
want to walk with you and help you overcome this weakness and find true peace and joy”. This kind of 
spiritual work of mercy calls for understanding the world as a family. 

After guiding the people of God to walk away from slavery and oppression, Moses prayed that all 
human beings become prophets (Numbers 11:29) so that we all can guide one another to find true 
fulfillment in life. In Joel 2:28, God promised to pour his Spirit on all human beings so that they can walk 
with each other on this difficult journey of life. Beloved, that promise was fulfilled on the day you were 
baptized; that day when God poured his Spirit on you and made you a prophet so that you can guide others 
to find the path to life in God.  

Our readings today remind us of our identity and responsibility as baptized prophets of God and 
how we can best carry that out. In our first reading today, God tells us that if we refuse to help people who 
go astray, God will hold us accountable for standing aside silent while people destroy their lives. The 
reading reminds us that Silence is Not Always Golden. When we fail to speak the truth in love, souls perish. 
St. Paul, in the second reading, tells us that helping one another to find the right path to life is not optional. 
We owe it to one another to point out our mistakes in love and help so that we can get rid of sin and 
cooperate with God to make our world a better place. Calling sin what it is and admonishing the sinner is 
an act of love. We call that spiritual work of mercy. That is what it means to be a Christian, and being 
charitable goes beyond giving people food and money. True charity (Caritas) calls for caring not only about 
the physical needs of people but also caring about their souls.  

In the gospel, Jesus gives us a three-step strategy to help us succeed in our role as prophets. If a 
brother or sister refuses to listen to you, call two or three people to help you approach the person. If that 
does not work, let the Church know. If he/she refuses to listen to the Church, treat the person as a sinner or 
a tax collector. Jesus did not mean we should give up on the person; that would have been very easy. But 
No, when Jesus said to treat him like a sinner or a tax collector, he was calling the disciples to follow his 
example: the way he treats sinners and tax collectors like Matthew. He continues to love them even through 
their struggles. So he tells us even if we point out sin in love and people refuse to listen to us, we should not 
give up on them. We should continue to love them and pray for them. 

Have you given up on anybody? Have you given up on your wife, husband, son, or daughter, your 
sibling, friend, co-worker, or even your priest? Beloved, we need each other. As a prophet, you were called 
to walk with people in good and in bad times, when they are at their best, but also when they are at their 
worst. May God grant us the wisdom to know when to keep silent but also when to speak out so that the 
sacrifice we offer today will not be in vain. 
 


