
 
 

26th Sunday-Year A 
Ezekiel 18:25-28 

Ps. 25 
Phil 2:1-11 

Mt. 21:28-32 
 

Faith is Giving God Your Word and Your Life 
Beloved in Christ, I have a question. What is faith? To say, "I believe" (Credo) is to give God your 

word. To say Amen to God's Will! But it is not only giving God your word, but also your life. Faith goes 
beyond "credo". It is a surrender of life. It is giving God both your word and your life. Jesus tells a parable 
of two sons whose father asked them to go and work in his vineyard. One gave the father his word but did 
not go. The other initially said he would not go but later changed his mind and did the father's will. Jesus 
teaches us that it is never too late to change our minds and obey God, and if we do, God will use our 
obedience to save some life.  

St. Paul tells us, in the second reading, that Christianity is a participation in the works of the Holy 
Spirit. Beloved, the Holy Spirit is mostly depicted in Scriptures as a bird or the wind. You don't' tell the 
wind how it should blow. The wind blows in any direction that it wants, and if you want to go with the 
wind, you have to be docile. You got to be flexible. You go trusting that God knows where he is taking 
you. At times, working in the Holy Spirit is like sitting in an airplane. You don't even know the pilot, but 
you trust the pilot with your life, buckle your seatbelt, just go along.  

The first reading tells us that God expects us to be able to change our minds. It is not natural for 
human beings to surrender. Our nature is to hold on. We always want to be in control. We respond this way 
because of the circumstance of life. But the readings tell us that we should learn to change our minds when 
we have to and allow God's will to be done because when we do, some soul is always saved. In our 
responsorial psalm, the psalmist reflects on his faith in God and comes to the conclusion that faith must go 
beyond admiration of God. Faith must be transformative and life-giving. 

As St. Paul tells us in the second reading, if we really want our lives to be live-giving, then we 
need to develop Jesus' attitude towards life. Jesus was obedient to the father with every breath that he took. 
Even in Gethsemane, when he had a different view about the cross and told his father that, left to him 
alone, he would have wished that the cup would pass him by, Jesus still obeyed his father and put you and 
me first: Father even though this is not the way I want it, even though I do not want to drink this cup, but if 
it's about them if this will bring them life, then so be it. Amen to your word! (emphasis mine). Jesus gave 
his father, his word, and his life.  

 Last week, a family friend of mine shared a story that affirms the truth that when we change our 
minds and obey God, a soul is saved. They have a daughter who has been struggling with drug addiction 
for the past ten years. She is in her 40s, but because of her struggles, she is not able to keep a job. So she 
has depended on her parents for financial support for the past ten years. At a point, the parents got tired of 
helping her because she does not seem to change. The relationship between these parents and their daughter 
got worse, and for the past year, she decided not to talk to the parents any longer. They also decided to 
ignore her. However, recently, the mother said she was praying and heard an inner voice that they should 
buy a car for their daughter. She shared this with her husband, but their initial reaction was: NO! We are 
not doing that. Three days later, they changed their minds and bought the car and drove it to their daughter's 
house. When they gave her the car, she thanked them, cried, and said: You just saved my life! They did not 
understand what she meant, but as the conversation went on, she showed them a note she had written. She 
was about to end it because her car had broken down, and for the past three months, and she had not been 
able to go to her doctors' appointments and therapy. She had come to the conclusion that if she could not 
even get to her appointments to get help for her addictions, then life was not worth living. Thank God, her 
parents decided to change their minds and obey the voice of God. These parents changed their minds to 
obey God, and they saved their daughter's life. 

Beloved, do you see what God can do through us when we obey him? Is God calling you to do 
something that you don't want to do? Are you resisting the voice of God in any way? May God give us the 
grace to be Christians not only in our minds and in our words, but most importantly, in our hearts and in 
our deeds. May Christ be our light and shine through us to dispel the darkness in the world.  


