
 
27th Sunday-Year A 

Is 5:1-7 
Ps. 80:9-10 
Phil 4:6-9 

Mt. 21:33-4 
Without Justice Towards God, There will be no Justice in the World 

Beloved, this past week, I was very touched by a story from the New York Times about a man 
called Cywinski. He is the director of the Auschwitz museum in Poland. He heard about a 13-year old boy 
from Nigeria, Omar Faroug, who has been sentenced to 10 years in prison for blaspheming the name of 
Alah in a conversation. Cywinski wrote to the President of Nigeria, asking that the boy be pardoned to not 
waste his life in prison. In that letter, Cywinski added that if Omar would not be pardoned, then he would 
personally offer to serve the prison term for this boy to have life. When asked in an interview with the 
NYT, why he would go to that extent of serving a prison term for a boy he does not even know, he said that 
was his way of telling the government that the punishment given to this boy was unjust. 

Beloved, it is true that the boy made a mistake by taking God’s name in vain, but does he have to 
spend 10 years in prison for that? Can you imagine what the world would be like if God put us in prison for 
10 years anytime, we take his name in vain? Most of us would be spending our entire life in prison then. 
Thank God he does not treat us like that. In every age, human beings have desired a world that is just so 
why is there so much injustice in the world today? Our readings today respond to that question. 

Our first reading tells us that unless we treat others the way God has treated us, we cannot help 
transform the world. In addition to his prophet calling, the Prophet Isaiah was also a musician, so at times 
he sang his message. Today’s reading was a song he composed in the 8th century BC based on the message 
that God had given him. The message was that Israel is a vineyard of God, it belongs to God, and God 
expects this vineyard to produce fruit (justice, peace, and joy). On the contrary, the Israelites who had cried 
out against the injustice they suffered in Egypt did not care about the injustice and suffering of innocent 
people in their midst. The Prophet says this way of living leads to self-destruction and, ultimately, the 
destruction of a nation and calls on the nation to fight against injustice to establish God’s reign of peace and 
joy.  

In the gospel, Jesus tells us that any desire for justice in the world should begin with justice 
towards God. While in the first reading, the problem was that the people were not bearing fruit, in the 
gospel, the vineyard bears fruit, but there is another problem, injustice towards the landowner. The tenants 
(caretakers) do not want to give the fruits to God, who is the owner. What is Jesus teaching us here? He 
talks about how unjust we have been by denying God what belongs to God, our lives. We desire a good 
harvest but deny the landowner what his due is. That approach to life only brings destruction. We cannot 
take God out of and hope that life will be better. We cannot hope for justice without first being just towards 
God.  

St. Paul in the second reading tells us that for us to help transform this world into a kingdom of 
peace and justice, we should focus on doing everything out of pure love, do things that are just, and above 
all, do all we do for the glory of God.  

Beloved, the Eucharist we celebrate (the bread that is broken for us, the blood that is poured out 
for us) shows that God will go to any extent to make life better for us. He will lay down his life for us to 
have life. It is only fair that we give our lives to him. God does not come into our lives to destroy it but to 
make it better. The question I ask myself is: I am just towards the Lord? Do I allow him space and time he 
deserves in our lives? What sacrifices do I need to make in my life right now to give more of yourself to 
God? What sacrifices do you need to make to give more of yourself to your family, friends, community? 
We are called to act with justice, to love tenderly, and to shine with the joy and the love of God. We cannot 
remain indifferent! 

 


