
 
29th Sunday-Year A 

Isaiah 45: 1, 4-6 
Psalm 96 

1 Thes. 1:1-5 
Mt. 22: 15-21 

 
Am I living in a Way that Enhances God’s Plan for Humanity? 

Beloved, if you have ever learned how to swim, then you can identify with some 
experience I had when I was learning how to swim. I was so afraid of the water, so I really 
wanted to be in charge and make sure I controlled everything in a way that I would not sink. But 
anytime I gave in to my fear of water and thought I was controlling everything, I saw that I was 
sinking. On the contrary, anytime I let go of the fear and the control and rather relaxed, I saw that 
I was floating. I have learned this lesson about life. We sink when we try to control life. We float 
when we surrender to God.  

The people of Israel experienced this when they were in exile. Our first reading from the 
Prophet Isaiah tells the story of how for over fifty years, the people had a genuine problem, 
suffering in exile, but wanted to solve this problem their own way and made things worse. Still, 
when they decided to allow God to lead them, God surprised them by anointing a pagan king, 
Cyrus, to defeat the Babylonians, set the Israelites free, and helped them return to their own land 
and rebuild their lives. The Israelites thought they had to fight and defeat the Babylonians 
themselves to be free and return to Jerusalem, but God had a better plan. When they surrendered 
to God’s plan, things got better.  

In the gospel, some Pharisees and Herodians (people who supported the Roman 
occupation of Palestine at the time) come to test Jesus. They ask Jesus whether the Jews should 
be paying taxes to the Romans. The tax in question was the Censes tax. It was one denarius (a full 
day’s wage). The Jews had to pay that for the Romans to simply allow them to stay alive. The 
Romans imprisoned and crucified those who refused to pay that tax. But the Jews had many 
problems with this tax not only because it was too costly, but the biggest problem was that they 
had to pay that tax with a Roman coin that had the image of Caesar Augustus, the Roman 
emperor on it and an inscription that referred to Caesar as divine. So for the Jews, paying that tax 
meant that they were acknowledging Caesar as god, which was blasphemy. So, the Pharisees and 
Herodians knew that anyway, Jesus answered that question, he was going to be in trouble. But 
Jesus, as usual, used the occasion to teach them divine truth about life and how to live it and get 
the best out of it. He gives them a two-part answer. The first part says since the coin has an image 
of Caesar, he owns it, and it must be given to Caesar. Jesus uses the second part of this response 
to draw their attention to something else that has God’s image, and so must be given to God. A 
little quiz here: What is it that Scripture says has God’s image? The human person (Gen 1:27). 
We are made in the image and likeness of God, so human life belongs to God, and must be 
surrendered to God.  

Beloved, I am sure if Jesus lived in the US today, people would ask him whether to vote 
for Trump or Biden. I am sure he would have given us the same answer he gave to the Pharisees 
and the Herodians. We need to perform our civic duties, but we need to perform them in a way 
that enhances God’s plan for humanity. So those who can vote, please vote; it is our civic duty. It 
is the right thing to do, but you need to vote in a way that enhances God’s plan for humanity. St. 
Paul, in the second reading says life will be better if we do all we do as work of faith and labor of 
love for the glory of God. So the question you need to guide yourself with as you vote is “I am 
voting in a way that enhances God’s plan for humanity?” Besides the election, we need to ask this 
question about everything we do in life as Christians: I am living in a way that enhances God’s 
plan for humanity? 


