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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
These have been very difficult months for all of us, and I am grateful for the support so many of 
you have shown during this long “snow day.”  Your contributions, your notes, your phone calls, 
your sharing of the hunger you’re experiencing for the Eucharist – all of this moves my heart 
greatly.  Thank you. 
 
Just as winter gradually morphs into spring, we are preparing to gradually reopen St. John 
Neumann Roman Catholic Church.  But since the novel coronavirus has not yet been defeated, 
it’s crucial that we do so sensibly and with great care for each other’s safety. 
 
Our parish has an interesting demographic profile.  The vast majority of our registered 
parishioners are over 70 years of age.  I knew we were an “older” group, but even I was shocked 
when I had my secretary make a list of all households where the head of the house was over 70; 
there were so many that I had her re-do the list with “75 and older” as the parameter – it was still 
more than half the households in our parish!  That’s a long way of explaining why we have to be 
especially careful, at least until vaccines or therapeutics are discovered and distributed in this 
war against an enemy we cannot see.  Our parish population is simply at greater risk than most 
according to every study of the disease thus far. 
 
When public services resume in our church (and the enclosed document gives details on that), 
you’ll notice that some things are different, and I’d like to go over some of those things with you. 
 
The first thing you’ll notice is that the church building has been re-carpeted and there are new 
chairs for the priest and deacons.  It would be reasonable for you to ask why we would we be 
spending money on that at a time when money is scarce and collections have been down.  Well, 
there’s an important and very good explanation for that: we didn’t spend the money!  You’ll 
remember that back in November the church was beautifully repainted.  That was paid for by the 
late Mrs. Sheila Zimmer.  Well, at that time, another very generous parishioner (who wishes to 
remain anonymous) gave us a restricted gift to have the church re-carpeted.  (Restricted means 
that the money was given up front but could only be used for the intended project.)  So, in a 
word, the parish did not pay for the carpet; this very generous parishioner did, and we are so 
grateful for that gift! 
 
Nor did we pay for the new chairs.  They are gifts from two loyal friends who have been 
consistently very good to us.  Mr. Mark Showell (of Mark Showell Interiors in Berlin and 
Rehoboth) reupholstered and donated the priest’s chair and Mr. Kirk Burbage (of Burbage 
Funeral Home in Berlin) reupholstered and donated the deacons’ chairs.   (The chairs themselves 
are products of the Kittinger Furniture Company, founded in 1866; that company’s furniture has 
featured prominently in the White House since 1970).  The project was coordinated so that 
everything would match.  Mr. Burbage is a longtime friend of the parish and each year has 
donated our beautiful parish calendar; Mr. Showell, also a good friend of ours, chose the colors 



for the repainting of the church, designed the new carpet (it’s been custom made for us) and 
worked with a factory in Pittsburgh to get it for us at a very good price – a price that was paid for 
by that restricted gift I mentioned earlier. 
 
So, even though it looks like a brand-new church, we did not spend parish funds to get it that 
way.  It’s important to me that you know that.  I work very hard at being a good steward of the 
offerings you make to our parish. 
 
Now, you’ll notice some other changes that will take some time to get used to.  Everyone has his 
or her own ideas about how best to reopen, and some will, no doubt, think there are better ways 
than what we’re planning.  That’s okay.  Everyone is entitled to an opinion.  I’m asking, though, 
that you cooperate with the directives you’ll find in the enclosed document.  They are the result 
of weeks of planning, reflection, consultation and prayer on the part of many people at all levels 
of the church in our nation, our diocese, our towns and our parish.  They’re good plans and they 
will help keep us safe, even though they will take some getting used to.  Most importantly, 
they’re temporary.  Once a vaccine and therapeutics become available, things will be able to be a 
little more like they used to be. 
 
Some of these changes include the following: 
 

• People will have to make a reservation to attend Mass. 
• Seating will be assigned. 
• People will need to arrive earlier for Mass, as they will need to have their temperature 

checked and will be seated by ushers. 
• No one will be admitted without a mask and a temperature check. 
• Restrooms will not be available for the time being; this measure is being taken to 

avoid viral spread. 
 
The document gives more details about these and other facets of the “new normal.”  Keep in 
mind two things: 1) no one is obliged to come to Sunday Mass until further notice; Bishop 
Malooly’s dispensation is for everyone but should especially be very seriously taken advantage 
of by people over 60 who have any kind of health issue at all; and 2) all of these procedures are 
designed to keep us as safe as possible.  Having said that, you should know that coming to 
church will be as potentially risky as going to any other public space that has a lot of people in it; 
going to the movies, going to the supermarket, going to church: three very different things, but 
all carry the same risks.  Sanitation is not magic, and churches are not immune from viruses. 
 
As we begin the process of “re-gathering,” let us be patient with one another.  Rather than dwell 
on what we cannot do at this time, let’s instead focus on “the love of God . . .  poured out into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us” (Romans 5:5).  That love will see us 
through this.  That love will keep us “one, holy, catholic and apostolic.” 
 
God bless you, always! 
 
In Christ Jesus, 

 
Father Joe Cocucci, KHS 
Pastor 



St. John Neumann Roman Catholic Church 
Plan for Re-Establishing Public Mass during COVID-19 Pandemic (Phase 1) 

30 May 2020 
 
 

Part One: Scheduling 
 
St. John Neumann Roman Catholic Church will engage in a “soft” re-opening; in 
other words, various functions will re-open gradually so that ongoing assessment and 
potential revisions can be made to the schedule. 
 
 
Week beginning 1 June 2020 
 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available as follows: 
 
 Monday, 1 June:   10:00 AM to 11:00 AM 
     1:00 PM to 2:00 PM 
     2:00 PM to 3:00 PM 
 

Tuesday, 2 June:  10:00 AM to 11:00 AM 
    1:00 PM to 2:00 PM 

 
Wednesday, 3 June: 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM 
    1:00 PM to 2:00 PM 
 

 Thursday, 4 June:  10:00 AM to 11:00 AM 
     1:00 PM to 2:00 PM 
     2:00 PM to 3:00 PM 

 
 Friday, 5 June:  10:00 AM to 11:00 AM 
     1:00 PM to 2:00 PM 
     2:00 PM to 3:00 PM 
 
Confessions will be heard in the Parish Library, off the Gathering Space.  People will 
be admitted to the church building one at a time through the front door and will form a 
line outside the building or wait in their cars until a Coordinator brings them into the 
building.  People coming for Reconciliation will need to wear an appropriate face 
mask.  It will be important for people to come prepared, having made a good 
Examination of Conscience prior to arriving in the parking lot, so that Confessions 
can proceed smoothly and allow for the greatest number of people to celebrate the 
Sacrament.1  After receiving Absolution, penitents are asked to return to their cars to 
say their penance; there will be no access to the church proper.  If the line is long and 

 
1 To assist you with this, I am attaching an examination of conscience to the end of this document. 



it is almost time for the scheduled block of confessions to end, it is best to come back 
the next available scheduled time at the beginning of that scheduled block of time. 
 
Remember: Since mid-March, missing Sunday Mass has not been a sin.  Bishop 
Malooly has granted a dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation to all of us! 
 
During these days, Mass will be livestreamed:  

 
Friday, 5 June, 9:00 AM (with Exposition and Benediction) 
Sunday, 7 June, 10:00 AM 
 

The Parish Office will not be open this week. 
 

 
Week beginning 8 June 2020 

 
Church will be open for Mass Monday and Friday of this week; attendance will 
be by reservation only (see Part Two: Guidelines, below).  Seating will be 
assigned.  Mass will begin at 9:00 AM; the church doors will open at 8:30 AM 
to allow some time for private prayer beforehand and will be locked 10 minutes 
before the beginning of Mass.  (The reason we will need to lock the doors ten 
minutes before Mass begins is to avoid unnecessary movement or noise once 
the livestreaming of Mass begins.)  A limited number of registrations will be 
accepted.  No one will be admitted without a face mask (bring your own) and a 
temperature check.  Please bring your own hand-sanitizer, as this will not be 
provided.   (See “Guidelines” below.) 

 
This week, the Parish Office will be open Monday thru Thursday from 10:00 AM until 
12:00 Noon and from 1:00 PM until 3:00 PM.  The Office will be closed from 12:00 
noon until 1:00 PM so that Staff may eat their lunch.  This schedule will remain in 
place for the foreseeable future. 
 
Saturday 13 June 2020 and Sunday 14 June 2020 
 

On Saturday 13 June we will resume public weekend Masses with a modified 
schedule.  Mass will be celebrated on Saturday at 4:00 PM and on Sunday at 
9:00 and 11:00 AM.  The church doors will open ½ hour before the beginning 
of Mass to allow some time for private prayer beforehand and will be locked 10 
minutes before the beginning of Mass; people who are not seated ten minutes 
before the beginning of Mass will not be allowed to enter the church, as we will 
be livestreaming Mass and will need those last several minutes free of noise 
and unnecessary motion.  
 
Attendance will be by registration only (See “Guidelines,” below).  Seating will 
be assigned.  A limited number of registrations will be accepted.   
 



No one will be admitted without a face mask (bring your own) and a 
temperature check.  Please bring your own hand-sanitizer. (See “Guidelines” 
below.) 
 

 
After 14 June, the Schedule will be as follows until further notice: 
 
 Monday Mass:  9:00 AM 
 Tuesday Mass:  9:00 AM 
 Friday Mass:   9:00 AM (with brief Exposition and Benediction)  

Saturday Vigil Mass:  4:00 PM 
 Sunday Mass:  9:00 AM 
     11:00 AM 
 
For the near future, all of these Masses will be livestreamed.  At some point, the 
Parish may choose to livestream only one of the Sunday Masses. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered at announced times and 
by appointment.  Confessions will no longer be heard on Saturday afternoons.  

 
 

Part Two: Guidelines  
 

Note: These Guidelines may seem restrictive and may be initially uncomfortable.  
Please understand that they will only be in effect until such time as a successful 

vaccine or therapeutic treatment for COVID-19 is developed and made available.  
No one wants to get back to “normal” more than your Pastor!      

 
 
General Considerations  
 

• Bishop Malooly’s dispensation from the Sunday obligation remains in force 
for everyone in the Diocese of Wilmington.  If you are over 60 and have a 
compromised immune system, you are at increased risk for COVID-19 and 
should remain home and join our Mass via livestream.  If you have an 
existing heart or lung condition or diabetes, you are strongly encouraged to 
stay home for now.  If you are at all uncomfortable with the idea of being in 
an enclosed public space these days, know that you are not committing sin 
by staying at home.  If you have a fever or are showing any other signs or 
symptoms of cold, influenza or COVID-19, please stay at home and join us 
via livestream; you will not be allowed to enter the church building.  If you 
have been exposed to the virus, you should not attempt to come to church 
until 14 days have passed since your exposure to the virus.  This matter of 
personal responsibility is for your own safety and the safety of our 
community.  Even if you are not worried about yourself, please help us 
safeguard the health of others. 



• Remember that coming into the church building carries the same risk as 
going into any public building, despite our best efforts to keep everything 
disinfected. 

 
• St. John Neumann Church will continue to livestream Mass until further 

notice.  Mass can be joined via YouTube.  The link to our parish page is  
www.youtube.com/c/stjohnneumannromancatholicchurchberlinmd. 

 
 
Reservations Will Be Required for the Near Future 
 

• When it becomes possible to attend Mass in person, reservations will be 
required and seating will be assigned.  Please do not come if you do not 
have a confirmed reservation.  Reservation requests will be taken from 
Monday mornings at 8:00 AM thru Tuesday mornings at 8:00 AM for the 
week beginning the following Saturday.  Reservations attempted before 
Mondays at 8:00 AM will not be honored; this is to give everyone equal 
access.  The Parish will call you on Thursday to confirm your registration.  
Depending on demand, you may be told that you won’t be able to come on a 
given day.  Remember, since there is no obligation to attend Sunday Mass 
right now, you can fulfill your desire to attend Mass on any day; some may 
choose to come on a weekday instead of on Sunday for the time being.  
(Example: Reservations for Masses for the week of Saturday July 11 thru 
Friday July 17 will be taken from Monday July 6 at 8:00 AM thru Tuesday 
July 7 at 8:00 AM.  Those who will be able to attend will be notified on 
Thursday July 9.)  Again, please do not arrive at church without a confirmed 
reservation.   

 
• To register, call (410) 208 2956.  If the Receptionist answers, ask to be 

transferred to extension 211; you will then be sent to a recorded line where 
you can leave information about your desired reservation.  If the automated 
system answers, immediately press  * 211  (i.e., star-2-1-1).  This will bring 
you to that same recorded line.  Do not leave messages on any Parish phone 
mailbox except 211 to attempt to make a reservation.  Please do not ask 
anyone on Staff to make a reservation for you; Staff are not able to handle 
reservations.  Use extension 211; all registrations must come through this 
line.  People who are able to get a reservation for weekend Mass should 
wait two or three weeks before trying to get a reservation again so that as 
many people as possible can have the chance to attend Mass.2  A person can 
only make a reservation for himself, herself, or his/her actual household.  
Please do not make reservation requests for others. 

 

 
2 If, as we go along, it turns out that few people are actually comfortable coming into the church building before the 
advent of a vaccine or therapeutics, I will let that be known so that the people who do wish to come can reserve 
spaces more frequently. 



• In order to comply with social distancing rules and best safety practices, 
there will be 42 “seating sections” in the church and only people who live in 
the same household will be able to sit together.  This is complicated but it is 
necessary both for your protection and to be in compliance with local law. 

 
• While some parishes are successfully able to celebrate “outdoor” Masses, 

the property at St. John Neumann Church is situated in what is effectively a 
“wind tunnel.”  This means that almost no one would be able to hear the 
readings and prayers; it would also expose the consecrated Hosts to the risk 
of being blown away and scattered. 

 
 
Coming to Mass 
 

• The only entrance/exit that will be used until further notice is the center 
door in the front of the church building.  No side doors will be used either 
for entering or exiting the church, except in the event of an emergency.  
This is a temporary measure.  Please do not try to enter the church except 
through the front center door. 

 
• No one will be admitted to the church building without an appropriate mask 

that covers both the nose and the mouth.  Children under the age of two are 
not required to wear masks.  Masks will not be provided in church. 

 
• People are to bring their own hand-sanitizer and use it upon entering the 

church building.  As it has become very difficult to obtain, the church will 
not be providing hand-sanitizer on-site except to those who are ministering 
at Mass. 

 
• Each person entering the church building will have his/her temperature 

checked; people with a temperature greater than 100° will not be given 
entry.  If you have a fever, a persistent cough, or any other sign of 
cold/flu/COVID-19, please exercise charity to others in our parish 
community by joining us via livestream instead. 

 
• Only people who live in the same house may share a pew; please keep this 

in mind when making a reservation request.   
 
• As mentioned earlier, the church doors will open ½ hour before the 

scheduled beginning of Mass; ten minutes before the start of Mass, the 
doors will be locked and no one will be admitted.  This is necessary as long 
as we are livestreaming Mass. 

 
• Parents are highly recommended not to bring children under 3 years old.  

This is for the protection of our children and of those around them. 



 
• Food and drink may not be brought into the church.  This includes water 

and snacks.   
 

• The building’s restrooms will not be available.  People who are not able to 
travel to, attend, and return from Church without using a restroom should 
consider joining us via livestream; the unavailability of restrooms might 
also be important to families with young children.  This temporary measure 
is being taken to limit potential exposure to the novel coronavirus. 

 
 
What Will Seem Different?  
 
Keep in mind that much of what will seem “different” is temporary.  Once a vaccine 
for the novel coronavirus and therapeutics to treat COVID-19 are developed and 
available, many of these precautions will no longer be necessary. 
 

• Copies of “Breaking Bread” have been removed from the pews, along with 
all other materials, to avoid spread of the virus.  A handout may be available 
with the readings and chants; this is to be taken home with you and disposed 
of there (or kept, should you wish to keep it).  Please do not leave anything 
in the pews. 

 
• The library off the Gathering Space is no longer available during Mass. 
 
• There will be considerably less congregational singing during Mass for the 

time being.  This is being done to minimize particle spread; studies show 
that projected singing results in the “super-spreading” of the virus.  Would 
the mask keep this spreading from happening?  It would reduce the 
spreading, but keep in mind that singing at any length while wearing a mask 
would result in the inhalation of excessive amounts of carbon dioxide and 
could lead to dizziness and other complications. 

 
• The only person NOT required to wear a mask during Mass is the priest, 

although he may choose to wear one anyway.  
 
• One Lector will proclaim both readings; there will be no Altar Servers. 
 
• The homily will be shorter than usual.  Decreased time together – for now – 

means decreased potential contamination.   
 
• The “exchange of peace” – which has always been optional, even though it 

takes place at most Masses – is temporarily suspended.   
 



• The practice of holding hands during The Lord’s Prayer has already been 
abandoned in the Diocese of Wilmington. 

 
• In place of the Ushers taking up the collection, baskets will be placed near 

the entrance to the church proper.  Please place your offering in the basket 
as you enter the church for Mass. 

  
 
What about Holy Communion? 
 

• The Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments 
has made it clear that the faithful always have the right to receive Holy 
Communion on the tongue if they so choose, but we do not always need to 
exercise every right that we have at every moment.  If you are a person who 
normally receives that way, please, during this time of pandemic, strongly 
consider receiving in your hands.  If your hands are clean and your heart is 
properly disposed, receiving in the hands is no less reverent than receiving 
on the tongue.  Please consider the health of the person who is distributing 
Holy Communion and their peace of mind also; inadvertent touching of 
saliva and breath droplets transferred to the hand of the minister can be 
disconcerting and problematic. 

 
• Holy Communion will be distributed at the end of Mass, as follows: after 

receiving Communion and giving the Sacrament to the deacons(s), the 
Priest will lead those who are participating through livestreaming in an “Act 
of Spiritual Communion.”  He will then pray the Closing Prayer, make any 
appropriate announcements, and impart the final blessing.  The Deacon(s) 
(assisted by Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion if needed) will 
bring Communion to the Gathering Space.  Beginning with the last rows, 
and directed by the Ushers, people will file out (keeping social distancing 
norms), receive Holy Communion and leave the church building.  Please 
bring everything with you as you leave, as the church will be closed for 
disinfection once people have received Holy Communion.  

 
• For those attending Mass physically, all Catholics who are in a state of 

grace may receive Communion; however, those who do not wish to receive 
sacramental Communion may make an Act of Spiritual Communion.  Those 
who are not receiving Communion should not approach the Ministers of 
Holy Communion for a blessing, as a blessing will have been given to 
everyone prior to the distribution of Holy Communion.   

 
• When you approach the minister for Communion, please remain 6 feet from 

others in line.  When it is your turn to receive, keep your mask on and 
remain 6 feet away from the minister while he or she shows the Host and 
says “The Body of Christ.”  After you respond “Amen,” approach the 



minister.  Receive the Host in your hand, then step six feet away.  Loosen 
your mask, consume the Host, and return the mask to cover your face. 

 
• After receiving Holy Communion, please exit the church building and 

return to your vehicle.  At this time we cannot allow for people to socially 
gather outside the church. 

 
• Please do not gather in the parking lot after Mass.  We still need to practice 

physical distancing out of reverence for each other.  Ushers take no pleasure 
at all in asking people to move on, but until the situation permits, we will 
have to keep people from congregating on our parish property. 

 
 
Revisions 

 
These guidelines are subject to revision; any revisions will be communicated 
via St. John Neumann’s “remind.com” system.  If you are not enrolled in 
“remind.com” you can do so by sending a brief email with your name, cell 
phone number and/or email address to sjnremind@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

An Examination of Conscience 
 
Am I conscientious about keeping the Commandments: showing my love for God, using 
God’s name with reverence, honoring my parents, keeping the Sabbath holy, not killing or 
stealing, not lying or committing adultery, not envying other people because of their 
possessions or relationships? 
 
Have I tried to bring peace to my family, my friends, my co-workers?  Or have I instead 
brought anger and trouble, sometimes even causing friend to turn against friend?  
 
Have I refused to forgive someone for what he or she did, thinking instead to get even?  
Even without seeking revenge, have I harbored bad feelings toward someone instead of 
seeking reconciliation? 
 
Have I given in to pressure from others to do things I believe are wrong?  Have I remained 
silent when my friends were planning something wrong?  
 
Have I noticed that someone was lonely, and yet refused to be friendly?  Have I only 
wanted to be friends with those who are popular or somehow important?  Have I neglected 
others who need my friendship?  
 
Have I attended and actively participated in Mass every weekend?  Have I tried to pray in 
some way every day?  Do I frequent the Sacrament of Reconciliation?  Do I fast and abstain 
with the Church? 
 
Do I contribute appropriately to the support of my parish? 
 
Am I concerned for the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the homeless, prisoners, those who 
mourn, the sick? 
 
Do I pray for the dead? 
 
Do I admonish sinners, instruct the ignorant, counsel the doubtful, comfort the sorrowing, bear 
wrongs patiently, forgive injuries done to me? 
 
 
 



 
 
 

The Ten Commandments 
 

1. I am the Lord, your God; you shall have no other gods before me. 
2. You shall not take the name of the Lord, your God, in vain. 
3. Keep holy the Sabbath. 
4. Honor your father and mother. 
5. You shall not kill. 
6. You shall not commit adultery. 
7. You shall not steal. 
8. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
9. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife. 
10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s goods. 

 
The Precepts of the Church 

 
1. To participate in Mass on all Sundays and holy days of obligation. 
2. To fast and abstain on the days appointed by the Church. 
3. To confess serious sins at least once a year. 
4. To receive Holy Communion at least once a year during the Easter Season. 
5. To contribute to the support of the Church. 
6. To observe the laws of the Church concerning marriage. 

 
The Corporal Works of Mercy 

 
1. To feed the hungry. 
2. To give drink to the thirsty. 
3. To clothe the naked. 
4. To visit the imprisoned. 
5. To shelter the homeless. 
6. To visit the sick. 
7. To bury the dead. 

 
The Spiritual Works of Mercy 

 
1. To admonish the sinner. 
2. To instruct the ignorant. 
3. To counsel the doubtful. 
4. To console the sorrowful. 
5. To bear wrongs patiently. 
6. To forgive all injuries. 
7. To pray for the living and the dead. 

 
 


