
OLPH Synod Consultation Summary 

Background Information 

Number of Consultation Sessions:  1 

Total number of unique participants:  about 35 (some online, so exact number difficult) 

Feedback centered on the theme of Communion 

• Overall, parish is a welcoming community, but outreach to elderly, divorced/separated, LGBTQ, 

imprisoned, homebound, Roanoke College, those with language barrier, those with disabilities 

could be stronger.  

• Bishop, Pastor, staff “listened to.” Youth “not listened to.” 

• Need to keep youth involved in church after Confirmation. 

• Some calls for more interaction with St. Gerard’s. 

• Outreach to newcomers needs to be stronger.  

• Outreach to Catholics who have left the Church needs to be stronger.  

• Smaller parishes might not be heard as much.  

• Need for adult faith formation and late teen/early adult formation (on their level, more 

advanced than a “child concept of God”) to help this group make sound Catholic Christian 

decisions. 

• Parents need to be more involved in faith formation.  

• Homilies generally good, but could be more encouraging and would like to hear more 

explanation of Church teachings, especially at they relate to contemporary issues.  

• Dialog session with youth to listen to their issues was suggested.  

• “You are heard in Youth Group.” 

• Pandemic response (masks, etc.) has been disruptive and forced dependence on virtual 

communication.  This has had positive and negative sides—kept up participation when we were 

forced to isolate, effective with youth but disincentive to participate in person.  Also, older age 

groups often not comfortable with using Internet. However, youth much more comfortable with 

Internet. 

• Children’s Liturgy is missed.  

• Newer Catholics may not understand the specifics of Mass.  

• Music at Mass generally well received, but “some music a little beyond regular church goer.” 

• Need to know which virtual sources offer authentic Catholic teaching.  

• “Good Diocesan Newspaper.” 

• Need for Parish Campus Ministry.  

• Catholic Church needs to evangelize more effectively to “compete” well. 

• Would like to have more involvement with and to hear more from Pastoral Council.  

 

 

 



Feedback centered on the theme of Discussion and Dialogue  

• Encourage more parishioners to share their talent and gifts. 

• Youth interact with youth of other traditions, thought to be positive.  

• Interaction with other traditions in Family Promise, Habitat for Humanity is good. Youth Group 

involved with Rescue Mission, SPCA, Community Food Drive—all of these thought to be positive.  

• “Church not helping resolve conflicts, often making worse.” 

• “Politics is very difficult.” Church needs to be clear on issues according to Christ’s teachings.  

• Reaching out to community groups who support our views was suggested.  

• Church teachings often misunderstood, parishioners need additional formation to explain the 

Catholic faith.  

• Sex abuse scandal has made it difficult to “address questions.”  

• “The average Catholic does not know their own religion.”  

• Bible study needs to be stressed more. 

• The zeal of converts is very energizing.  

• “Ecumenism among churches lost.” 

 

Feedback centered on the theme of Participation and Mission 

• Finance Council effective, input well received—potential model for other consultative groups. 

• Adoration is good, but Wednesday evening not a good time for youth to participate. 

• Town hall forums might be useful. 

• Pastoral Council seems to be more of a sounding board than being involved in decision making.  

• Laity do participate in decision making, but pastor ultimately decides. 

• The approach of the parish priest has a lot to do with participation of laity in decision making.  

• Some individuals in the parish seem to be more successful in advocating for their agenda.  

• “Top down” structure of Church has advantages and disadvantages—helps keep parish on track, 

but some parishioners feel like they have no real input as to decision making.  

• More participation from parish would be desirable.  Invitation is there, but response is an issue.  

• “Hierarchy dropped the ball.”  

• Homilies need to encourage parishioners and focus on mission message in Scripture. 

• Lack of civility is an obstacle. 

• Emphasize what Catholic Church is doing—e.g., Catholic Relief Services. 

• Small faith communities need to be reformed. 

• Cooperation among parishes to share resources (not financial, but speakers, teachers) needs to 

be improved.  

• Lay groups might be invited to share—Franciscans, Dominicans, Carmelites, Cursillo.  

Feedback centered on the Fundamental Question: 

 Incorporated into theme areas of Communion, Discussion/Dialog, and Participation/Mission. 

 

 



Additional Feedback to the Diocese: 

 A main concern among several small discussion groups was the tendency for post Confirmation 

teens and young adults to fall away from the Church. The need for continuing faith formation in the post 

Confirmation period for young adults and adult faith formation in general was emphasized. There is 

concern that many do not clearly understand their faith as well as Church teachings. Related to this is 

interaction with Roanoke College students and outreach to those who no longer practice their Catholic 

faith.  

 The recent pandemic has forced us to rely more on digital communication.  This has had positive 

and negative effects. The process has enabled us to keep contact with parishioners during periods of 

community isolation early in the pandemic, but has presented challenges as well, namely the need to 

authenticate websites offering genuine Catholic teaching and overreliance on the part of some 

parishioners on digital sources, to the point of being reluctant to return to in-person Mass attendance.  

 Some felt that the Church needs to be more effective in resolving conflicts among the faithful. 

 The hierarchal structure of the Church is viewed by some as having both positive and negative 

aspect. The ultimate authority of the pastor to make decisions helps to keep communities on track, but 

the approach of individual pastors has much to do with how the structure of the Church is viewed. Some 

parishioners feel that they have little input as to decision making.  There is a desire to have increased 

interaction with Pastoral Council and to hear more from this group.  The working of the Parish Finance 

Council is thought of positively, and it is felt that the input of the Finance Council is taken into account 

by our pastors.  

  


