
VIGIL MASS FOR THE  

The Nativity of the Lord 
 

 

DECEMBER 24TH AT 5:00 PM 
 

 
 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church  

Salem, Virginia  



Merry Christmas!  
We are thankful that you are 

worshipping with us today! 
 

A nursery (staffed by a nursery coordinator  and  
parent volunteers) is available during the 10:30 AM 
Sunday Mass for children ages 6 months to 3 years.    

The nursery is located down the hall  from the  
commons in the Family Life Center .   (Note that the 

library will be closed until January 11 t h .)  
 

See an usher for directions to the restrooms or nursery,  
or to request a hearing assistance device.  

 
 

If  you would like information about 
activities or  joining our parish,  

please contact the off ice at  
540-387-0491 or email  us at  

office@olphsalem.org  .  
 

You can also visit  our website  
www.olphsalem.org   

or find us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/OLPHSalem . 

 
If you would like make an electronic contribution to 

our weekly offertory collection or a special fund (such 
as capital improvement), you can use this QR code to 

reach our E-giving site. Donations can be made from a 
checking account, a savings account, or a credit card.  
Alternatively, you can go directly to the E-giving site 

using the following URL: 
https://www.osvhub.com/olphsalem/giving/funds/offertory/give 

 
Unless otherwise noted, all music images are reprinted  

 under OneLicense #A-701638. 
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   PRELUDE  

        

READING:  Isaiah 7:11-14 

 
SONG   TRUMPETS SOUND WITH A SHOUT OF JOY Rusbridge 

 

READING:  Luke 3:1-6 
 
SONG        HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING arr. Alonso 
 

1.  Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King;  
Peace on earth, and mercy mild - God and sinners reconciled!"   
Joyful, all you nations, rise.  Join the triumph of the skies.  
With th’angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"   
Hark!  the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 

 
2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord:  

Late in time behold Him come, offspring of the Virgin's womb.   
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see: Hail the incarnate Deity.  
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.   
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 

 
3. Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the Sun of Righteousness!   

Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings.   
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die.   
Born to raise the ones of earth, born to give them second birth.   
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King!" 

 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
Tune: MENDELSSOHN 77 77 D with refrain; Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847 

 

READING:  Matthew 1:18-21 
 

SONG       SING HALLELUJAH TO THE NEWBORN KING Keil 
 

READING:  Luke 1:26-33 
 
SONG        AWAY IN A MANGER arr. Alonso 
 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
 The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  
 The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,  
 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  

 But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.  
 I love you, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky,  
 And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 



 

   PRELUDE  

        

 

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus! I ask you to stay  
 Close by me forever, and love me, I pray.  
 Bless all the dear children in your tender care,  
 And fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
 

Text: St. 1-2. anonymous, st. 3, John T. McFarland, 1851-1913     Tune: MUELLER, 11 11 11 11; James R. Murray, 1841-1905 

 

READING:  Luke 2:15-20 
 

 

SONG        SLEEP, LITTLE BABY Walker 

 
 

 

READING:  John 1:1-5 
 
 

SONG        ADORE HIM arr. Wise 
 

Countless days on a journey that led so far. 
Endless nights they traveled to follow the star. 
They did not find a palace, just a humble village home. 



 

   PRELUDE  

        

And searching for a king, but finding a Child, no crown, no throne, 
Still they bowed down. 

 
Refrain:  

 
 

Expectation turned to mystery,  
for nothing was like anything they’d dreamed. 
Anticipating the royal, and those honored by this world. 
Instead, they gazed in the awestruck eyes of a lowly peasant girl, 
Holding her child.  (to Refrain) 
 
Let us adore him!  Let us adore him! 
The brilliant gold, the fragrant myrrh, the costly frankincense 
Placed before him. 
 
Final Refrain: 

 
CCLI Song # 5455315  C. Frederick Oakeley | Don Poythress | John Francis Wade | Tony Wood  © 2009 New Spring (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music 
Publishing, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com.  Reprinted under CCLI License # 1009614 
d 
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WELCOME  

INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 

 (stand) 
GATHERING SONG        O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

GREETING 
Priest:   In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
   and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:   Amen. 
Priest:   The Lord be with you. (or other greeting) 
People:   And with your spirit. 



 

        

PENITENTIAL ACT    
Priest/Deacon:  (invocation) Lord, have mercy.   
People:            Lord, have mercy. 
Priest/Deacon:  (invocation) Christ, have mercy. 
People:            Christ, have mercy. 
Priest/Deacon:  (invocation) Lord, have mercy. 
People:            Lord, have mercy. 
Priest:   May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins,  
 and bring us to everlasting life. 
People: Amen. 

 
GLORIA 

 



 

        

 

 

 
 

 

 

from Mass of Communion by Matt Maher & Tam Le  © 2011 Thankyou Music/ Worship Together Music (BMI).  Lyrics used by permission of the International Commission 
on English in Liturgy. Published with the approval of the Committee on Divine Worship, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under 

CCLI License #1009614. 

 

COLLECT (OPENING PRAYER) 
Priest: Let us pray.         
  (We pause to offer our silent intentions to God.)   
   … God, forever and ever. 
People: Amen. 

(sit) 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 9:1-6 
 

 Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  Psalm 96 

 



 

        

SECOND READING:  Titus 2:11-14 
 

 Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 
       People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

(stand)  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

 
 

 
 

Priest/Deacon: The Lord be with you.    
People: And with your spirit. 
Priest/Deacon: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke.   
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

GOSPEL:  Luke 2:1-14 
 

      Priest/Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.    
      People:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

(sit) 
 

HOMILY 
  

(stand) 
PROFESSION OF FAITH  – THE NICENE CREED  
On Christmas Eve, note that we kneel for the two lines indicated. 
 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 



 

        

God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven,  
 

(please kneel for the following two lines)  
 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 

and became man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
Deacon/Lector:… let us pray to the Lord.   
People:     Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

(sit) 
BLESSING OF THE NATIVITY 

 

  



 

        

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Today’s second collection supports Commonwealth Catholic Charities.  

Thank you for your generosity. 
 
 

OFFERTORY SONG       CHILD OF THE POOR/ WHAT CHILD IS THIS 

We will sing Verse 1 of Child of the Poor (top line), followed by Verse 1 
of What Child is This (bottom line), and do the same pattern for Verse 
2 of each song.  Verse 3 of each will be sung at the same time. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

        

 
 

 

 

 
 

Scott Soper.  © 1994, OCP. All rights reserved. 

  
   

 (stand) 
Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours 
 may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
People: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
 for the praise and glory of his name, 
 for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
Priest: …who lives and reigns forever and ever.   
People:     Amen. 
 

PREFACE DIALOGUE 
 

Priest:  The Lord be with you.  People: And with your spirit. 
Priest:  Lift up your hearts. People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
People:  It is right and just. 
 

 
PREFACE  



 

        

SANCTUS  from "Mass of Communion" 

 
(kneel) 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GREAT AMEN from Mass of Communion 

 
from Mass of Communion by Matt Maher & Tam Le  © 2011 Thankyou Music/ Worship Together Music (BMI).  Lyrics used by permission of the International Commission 

on English in Liturgy. Published with the approval of the Committee on Divine Worship, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  All rights reserved.  Used by 

permission.  Reprinted under CCLI License #1009614. 

(stand) 



 

        

OUR FATHER 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come;  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
Priest: Deliver us, Lord … coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
People: For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours, now and forever.  
 
 

 

SIGN OF PEACE 
Priest: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And with your spirit. 
Priest/Deacon: Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 

LAMB OF GOD   from "Mass of Communion" 

 
 

(kneel)  
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away  

the sins of the world.  Blessed are those called to the 
supper of the Lamb. 

People: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed. 

 



 

        

Catholics who are prepared to receive the Eucharist are invited forward 
to receive Communion at this time.  If you are Catholic but not prepared 
to receive the Eucharist, or if you are not Catholic, we invite you to come 
forward with your arms crossed over your chest, and we will share a 
short prayer with you. 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON         

 
 
COMMUNION SONG       THE TABLE OF EMMANUEL Alonso  

 

 
 

 
  POST-COMMUNION SONG        SILENT NIGHT arr. Alonso  
 

 1. Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright.   
  Round yon virgin mother and child.  Holy infant so tender and mild.  
  Sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
 2. Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight.  
  Glories stream from heaven afar; heavenly host sing alleluia.  
  Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
 3. Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, Love's pure light.  
  Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming Grace.  
  Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth! Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth! 
 
Text: v.1-3 Stille Nacht, helige Nacht; Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885  Tune: STILLE NACHT, 66 89 66; Franz X. Gruber, 1787-1863 

  



 

        

(stand) 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Priest: …who lives and reigns forever and ever.     
People:  Amen. 
 

BLESSING OF FAMILY NATIVITY FIGURES 
 

THE CONCLUDING RITE 
(stand)  

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

Priest: The Lord be with you.   People: And with your spirit. 
Priest: …  with the light of virtue.   People: Amen. 
Priest: … heralds of his Gospel.  People: Amen. 
Priest: …the Church in heaven. People: Amen. 
Priest: And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the 

Son,    and the Holy Spirit come down on you and remain 
with you for ever.  People: Amen. 

Priest/Deacon:  Go in peace.  (or other dismissal) 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

CLOSING SONG        JOY TO THE WORLD arr. Alonso  
 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her King.  
  Let every heart prepare him room,  
  And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,  
  And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let us our songs employ. 
  While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains  
  Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,  
  Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.   
  

3. No more let sin and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground.  
  He comes to make his blessings flow  
  Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,  
  Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

 4.  He rules the world with truth and grace, 
  and makes the nations prove   
  The glories of his righteousness,  
  And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,  
  And wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

  Text: Psalm 98; Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
  Tune: ANTIOCH, CM; arr. from George F. Handel, 1685-1759, in T. Hawkes; Collection of Tunes, 1833 


