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“On this day, when ‘Christ our passover was sacrificed’, (63) the 

Church meditates on the Passion of her Lord and Spouse, venerates 
the Cross, commemorates her origin from the side of Christ on the 

Cross, and intercedes for the salvation of the whole world.” 
 

       -Circular Letter #64 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
  

As we left last night in silence, so we begin tonight in silence.  
 

When the priest and deacon reach the altar area, they will lie 
prostrate at the altar as a sign of humility and service. If you are able, 
please kneel at this time.  When they stand, please rise with them. 
 
PRAYER     
 

(sit) 

FIRST READING Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12  
 

 Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  Psalm 31 

 

 
 
 

SECOND READING:   Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9 
 

 Lector:  The Word of the Lord.  
 People: Thanks be to God. 



(stand)  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

 

 

 
Deacon: The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   
People:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

You may be seated for the reading of the Passion.  Please participate as 
the part of the crowd using the separate Passion booklets.  At the point 
in the narrative when Jesus dies, all are invited to kneel for a time of 
silent reflection. 
 

GOSPEL:  John 18:1 – 19:42   
 

      Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.    
      People:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

HOMILY 
 
(stand) 
THE SOLEMN INTERCESSIONS    
Tonight’s intercessions are unique to the Triduum.  
 

I. For Holy Church 
II. For the Pope 

III. For all orders and degrees of the faithful 
IV. For catechumens 
V. For the unity of Christians 

VI. For the Jewish people 
VII. For those who do not believe in Christ 

VIII. For those who do not believe in God 
IX. For those in public office 
X. For those in tribulation  

 
Priest: …through Christ our Lord.    People:   
 

(sit) 



 THE ADORATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
 

THE SHOWING OF THE HOLY CROSS 

 
 

The wood of the cross is placed before us so that we may reverence this 
symbol of our salvation. You may venerate the cross with a kiss, a bow, 
a genuflection, or a touch. 
 

 WERE YOU THERE? 

 

 
 

Text:  African American spiritual.  Tune:  WERE YOU THERE, 10 10 with refrain;  African American spiritual; harm. by Robert J. Batastini, b. 1942. 



 FAITHFUL CROSS de Silva 

 



 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

On this day, we partake of the Body of the Lord Jesus. Since there is no 

consecration today, we use the hosts reserved from our Holy Thursday 
Mass.  We again let the Lord touch our deepest hungers in this holy 
meal. 
 
(stand) 
OUR FATHER 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come;  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. 
Priest: Deliver us, Lord … for the coming of our Savior, Jesus 

Christ. 
People: For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  
(kneel) 
 

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world.  Blessed are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb. 

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 
roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be 
healed. 



Catholics who are prepared to receive the 
Eucharist are invited forward to receive 
Communion at this time.  If you are Catholic but 
not prepared to receive the Eucharist, or if you are 
not Catholic, we invite you to come forward with 
your arms crossed over your chest, and we will 
share a short prayer with you. 
 

 
COMMUNION SONG       O SACRED HEAD   

 



POST-COMMUNION SONG     ADORAMUS TE CHRISTE  

   

(stand) 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

FINAL BLESSING 
 

Tonight, just as last night, there is no concluding rite, no dismissal. 
Until our Easter Vigil liturgy begins, it is appropriate to bow to the 
cross as a sign of reverence. As you leave, please maintain silence 
throughout the building.  

 


