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LESSON TWELVE: GOSPEL OF MATTHEW CHAPTERS 23 & 24 

 Tips Before Reading 

• Pay Attention to what Christ says about the Temple 

• Pay Attention to what Jesus says about Jerusalem 

CHAPTER 23 

Denunciation of the Scribes and Pharisees 

New Priesthood/New Temple 

Grace/Fullness of God’s Law/Interior Life 
• “do and observe all things whatsoever they tell you, but 

do not follow their example. For they preach but they 

do not practice” 

• “The greatest among you must be your servant” 

• “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites” 

• “Woe to you, blind guides” 

• “Blind fools” 

• “You serpents, you brood of vipers” 

• “You pay tithes of mint and dill and cummin, and have 

neglected the weightier things of the law: judgment 

and mercy and fidelity” 

• “Blind guides, who strain out the gnat and swallow the 

camel” 

• “You cleanse the outside of cup and dish, but inside 

they are full of plunder and self-indulgence” 

 

The Lament over Jerusalem 

Destruction Temple and Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 

 
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and 

stone those sent to you, how many times I yearned to 

gather your children together, as a hen gathers her 

young under her wings, but you were unwilling!” 
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CHAPTER 24 

The Destruction of the Temple Foretold 
“Amen, I say to you, there will not be left here a stone 

upon another stone that will not be thrown down.” 
 

The Beginning of Calamities  
“when will this happen, and what sign will there be of 

your coming, and of the end of the age?” 

 

“many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the 

Messiah,’ and they will deceive many” 

 

Beginning of the labor pains 
“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom; there will be famines and earthquakes from 

place to place”  

 

After Beginning of the labor pains 
“Then they will hand you over to persecution, and they 

will kill you. You will be hated by all nations because of 

my name.” 

 

“Many false prophets will arise and deceive many” 

 

“and because of the increase of evildoing, the love of 

many will grow cold.” 

 

“But the one who perseveres to the end will be saved.” 

 

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached 

throughout the world as a witness to all nations, and 

then the end will come.” 

 

The Coming of the Son of Man  
“the sun will be darkened… and the powers of the 

heavens will be shaken… he will send out his angels with 

a trumpet blast, and they will gather his elect from the 

four winds.”  

 

The Unknown Day and Hour 
“But of that day and hour no one knows, neither the 

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. For 

as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming 

of the Son of Man. In [those] days before the flood, they 

were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, up to the day that Noah entered the ark.” 

 

The Faithful or the Unfaithful Servant 
“But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is 

long delayed,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants, 

and eat and drink with drunkards, 

the servant’s master will come on an unexpected day 

and at an unknown hour and will punish him severely 

and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there 

will be wailing and grinding of teeth.” 

Tradition & Dogma 
 

Priests as Fathers 

The anti-Christ 

Examination of Conscience 


