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LESSON SEVEN: GOSPEL OF MATTHEW CHAPTERS 13 &14 

 Tips Before Reading 

◦ PAY ATTENTION TO THE INCREDIBLE MIRACLES  

◦ PAY ATTENTION TO PLANTS AND ANIMALS 

CHAPTER 13: PARABLES 

Parable of the Sower 

• fell on the path, and birds came & ate it up = hears the 

word of the kingdom without understanding it 

• fell on rocky ground, where it had little soil = has no root 

and lasts only for a time 

• fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

it = worldly anxiety and the lure of riches choke the 

word 

• seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, a hundred or 

sixty or thirtyfold = hears the word and understands it 

Lectio Divina 

• Read 

• Ruminate 

• Relay 

• Respond 

Purpose of Parables 

• Hard Hearts: “Gross is the heart of this people”  

• Privilege of Discipleship: “Blessed are your eyes” 

Weeds & Wheat 

• “The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man who 

sowed good seed in his field.” 

• “His enemy came and sowed weeds.” 

• “At harvest time I will say to the harvesters, “First collect 

the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; but 

gather the wheat into my barn.” 

Mustard Seed 

• “Smallest of all the seeds, yet when full-grown it is the 

largest of plants. It becomes a large bush, and the 

‘birds of the sky come and dwell in its branches.’” 

Hidden Treasure 

• “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a 

field, which a person finds and hides again, and out of 

joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” 

 

 

 

 

• Rejecting Christ in midst: Soul in Mortal Sin 



 

 

 

QUESTIONS 

What are the 4 steps of Lectio Divina? 

 

What were the thorn that choked the 

seed in the parable of the sower? 

 

Who was Herod? 

 

 

 

POSSIBLE CRAFT 

Draw a picture of Jesus multiplying the 

loaves and fish to feed 5000. 

 

PRAYER & FAITH 

Practice Lectio Divina 

 

 

 

Chapter 13: Continued  

Net thrown into the Sea 

• “The angels will go out and separate the wicked from 

the righteous.” 

 

Rejection at Nazareth 

• Is he not the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother named 

Mary and his brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas? 

• Are not his sisters all with us? Where did this man get all 

this?” 

• And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A 

prophet is not without honor except in his native place 

and in his own house.” 

• And he did not work many mighty deeds there because 

of their lack of faith. 

 

Chapter 14: Herod, John the Baptist, & More Miracles 

 

King Herod & John the Baptist 

• Herod Antipas the Tetarch of Galilee (killed St. John the 

Baptist) vs. Herod the Great, King of Judea (tried to kill 

the infant Christ) 

• John the Baptist in Jail: John had said to him, “It is not 

lawful for you to have her.” 

• Herodias: “Give me here on a platter the head of John 

the Baptist.” 

• His disciples came and took away the corpse and buried 

him; and they went and told Jesus. 

 

Feeding of Five Thousand 

• Five loaves and two fish 

• Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to 

heaven, he said the blessing, broke the loaves, and 

gave them to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the 

crowds. [Took→Look up→Blessed→Broke→Gave to 

Apostles→Gave to Crowd] 

• they picked up the fragments left over*—twelve wicker 

baskets full. 

• [Traditional practice of middle-eastern hospitality, which 

was practiced in Jesus’ time and which is still the case: 

one feeds one’s guests with one’s own hand, placing a 

morsel in the mouth of the guest- Bishop Athanasius 

Schneider] 

 

Walking on Water 

• Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

• “O you of little faith,* why did you doubt?” 

 

Healings 

• “…begged him that they might touch only the tassel on 

his cloak, and as many as touched it were healed.” 

 

 

Dogma & Tradition 
Lectio Divina 

Priesthood & Eucharist 

EMHC 

Sacramentals 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/14#48014020-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/14#48014031-1

