
Make-Up Packet for Day 3 

of our 2021 Elementary Summer Religion Program 
Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church        Erath, Louisiana 

 
 

This year’s theme song:  “God with Us” 

(You Tube link to theme song:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DkoPQTHBIc) 

 

Bible Stories for Day 3:  

• John the Baptist’s ministry (Luke 3:1-20) 
For the benefit of those who may not have quick access to a Bible, the following Scripture passage is quoted and/or 
paraphrased from Luke 3:1-20 in the New American Bible (Revised Edition) released in 2011: 

 One day, the word of God came to John while he was in the desert.  Obedient to God’s plan for 
him, he traveled (probably walked) throughout whole region of Jordan (around the Jordan River), 
proclaiming (announcing) a baptism of repentance (regret, sorrow, contrition) for the forgiveness of 
sins (as it was written in the Book of the prophet Isaiah in the Jewish Torah which preceded our modern-day 

Bible):  “A voice of one crying out in the desert:  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight His 
paths.  Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low.  The winding 
roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation 
of God.’”   (In other words, John the Baptist encouraged people to straighten out the distractions and sins 

that cause problems in their lives in order to make a quick and straight “path” for the Coming Messiah—the 

promised Savior foretold in Hebrew Scriptures—to enter their hearts and souls as well as to help the people 

to be able to quickly choose to follow the Messiah when he would “arrive.”) 

 Crowds of people came out to hear John the Baptist teach and to be baptized by him.  He often 
challenged them, “Produce good fruits (good deeds) as evidence of your repentance.”  The crowds 
often asked him, “What should we do?”  He would answer, “Whoever has two tunics (long shirts or 

coats) should share with the person who has none, and whoever has food should do the same.”  
Even tax collectors asked to be baptized!  They asked, “Teacher, what should we do?”  He 
answered them, “Stop collecting more tax than is necessary.”  Soldiers also asked him, “And what 
should we do?”  He told them, “Do not take anything by extortion (threats), do not falsely accuse 
anyone, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
 The people became more and more excited as they waited for the Coming of the Messiah.  
Some of them began to wonder if John might be the Messiah.  John answered, saying, “I am 
baptizing you with water, but One mightier than I is coming.  I am not worthy to loosen the thongs 
of His sandals.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”  (Those words foreshadowed the 

Coming of the Holy Spirit as flickering flames over the Apostles’ heads at Pentecost.  We still observe and 

celebrate Pentecost every year.  It is the second most important feast day of the liturgical year in the Catholic 

Church!)  John continued to encourage and baptize the people who gathered to learn from him. 

• Jesus is baptized by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:13-17) 
For the benefit of those who may not have quick access to a Bible, the following Scripture passage is quoted and/or 
paraphrased from Matthew 3:13-17 in the New American Bible (Revised Edition) released in 2011: 

 At the age of 30, Jesus began to prepare for His mission (an important assignment).  The mission 
of Jesus was a ministry of teaching, preaching, healing, and sacrifice (giving up things that we enjoy 

doing for the benefit of others) that would provide the perfect example of a Christian lifestyle for all 
mankind.  One day, while John the Baptist (Jesus’ cousin, Zechariah and Elizabeth’s son) was 
teaching and baptizing people in the Jordan River, John saw Jesus walking toward him and the 
people to whom he was preaching and baptizing.  John said, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world.” (Do these words sound familiar?  They should!  We say these words—three 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DkoPQTHBIc
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times—at every Mass!  We repeat John’s words to remind ourselves that Jesus is the “Lamb of God” (a 

quiet, gentle man) who loved us so much and was willing to suffer and die to give us an opportunity to get our 

souls into Heaven after our bodies die.)  Jesus approached John and asked John to baptize him.  
Knowing exactly who Jesus was (the Promised Messiah and Savior), John hesitated, saying, “I should 
be baptized by You, and yet, You are asking me to baptize You?”  When Jesus replied, “Allow these 
things to happen, so all righteousness may be fulfilled,” John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River.  As 
Jesus came up from the water, the Heavens were opened, and like a dove, the Spirit of God 
descended upon Him.  A voice from Heaven was heard:  “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased.” 

(1) After Jesus was baptized, John realized that His purpose was fulfilled.  For years, he had “prepared 

the way of the Lord” and did it very well.  He willingly stepped out of the public eye and allowed the 

crowds to begin to follow Jesus.  Unfortunately, because He had been preaching and teaching the 

Truth according to Scriptures, there were some people who did not like John and his ministry.  We’ll 

discuss the details regarding the rest of his life later. 

(2) Even today, artists often draw/paint the image of a dove when they refer to the Holy Spirit.) 

• Jesus spends 40 days in the desert  

Background information:  We must always remember that Jesus is True God and True Man.  

Although Jesus was human (flesh and blood) like us, He also had divine (Heavenly) characteristics like 
God, His Father.  We’re reminded that, after being “lost” at the young age of 12 (when the caravan 

traveled back to Nazareth after the annual Passover Feast in Jerusalem), Mary and Joseph returned to 
Jerusalem to look for Him.  After a three-day search, they found Him speaking with the elders in the 
temple!  When Mary explained that she and Joseph had been very worried about His safety, Jesus replied 
with a question: “Didn’t you know that I would be in my Father’s house?”  Then he obediently returned 
to Nazareth with Mary and Joseph.  If, at that young age, Jesus knew He had to be “in [His] Father’s 
house,” then we shouldn’t be surprised to realize that, at some point, He also knew that He was born to 
fulfill a special mission for all mankind.  Jesus’ sacrifice—His death and Resurrection—provides the 
opportunity for our souls to enter eternity with God in Heaven after our bodies die, but the cleanliness of 
our soul (at the moment of our death) truly determines whether or not it can enter Heaven.  That’s why 
Jesus gave His Apostles (His first “priests”) the authority to forgive sins (John 20:23) in the Sacrament of 
Confession.  They, in turn, passed that authority to their own disciples (students, followers) whom they 
taught and anointed (ordained as priests) to carry on Jesus Christ’s ministry.  Likewise, our modern-day 
priests have been taught and anointed (ordained) into Jesus’ ministry and have received the same 
authority to forgive sins. 

In order to prepare for His mission (public ministry), Jesus lived in the desert for a while—away from 
the normal distractions of life.  For 40 days, he stayed in the desert alone, with no food and no water.  
He fasted (limited his eating/drinking) and focused on prayer.  If we had to live in the desert for 40 days 
without any/much food and water, most of us would die.  (Although He may have been very weak and 

dehydrated, Jesus did not die, but His “weakness” provided an opportunity for a visit from an unwelcomed guest.)  
Satan visited Jesus in the desert with the intention of tempting Jesus to turn away from God, His Father. 

• Three Temptations in the Desert (Luke 4:1-13) 
For the benefit of those who may not have quick access to a Bible, the following Scripture passage is quoted and/or 
paraphrased from Luke 4:1-13 in the New American Bible (Revised Edition) released in 2011: 

Background information:  God gave great power and wisdom to all of His angels.  Instead of remaining 
obedient to God, pride and power led Satan and the other “bad angels” to turn away from God.  They still 
have great power and wisdom, but instead of choosing to do good things with their power, they try to 
pull us away from God.  Their on-going effort to pull us away from God is called temptation.  Jesus is no 
stranger to temptation, but He handled it much better than most of us do!  While Jesus was in the desert 
for 40 days, Satan tempted Him three times. 
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o 1st Temptation:  In the desert, knowing that Jesus was hungry, Satan said to Jesus, “If you are the 
Son of God, command this stone to become bread.”  Knowing that Satan was trying to tempt Him to 
turn away from God, His Father, Jesus answered, “It is written:  One does not live by bread alone.” 

o 2nd Temptation:  After taking Jesus up and, in an instant, showing Him all the kingdoms of the 
world, Satan said, “I shall give to you all this power and their glory, for it has been handed over to 
me and I may give it to whomever I wish.  All this will be yours, if you worship me.”  Jesus replied, “It 
is written:  ‘You shall worship the Lord, your God, and Him alone shall you serve.’” 

o 3rd Temptation:  Satan then led Jesus to the top of the temple in Jerusalem and said, “If you are 
the Son of God, throw yourself down.” (Like all the other angels, Satan is very smart and familiar with 

Scripture.)  Satan then quoted Scripture:  “He (God) will command His angels concerning You (Jesus) 
to guard You (Jesus).  And, “With their (angels’) hands they will support You (Jesus), lest You dash 
Your foot against a stone.”  Jesus replied, “It also says, ‘You shall not put the Lord, your God, to the 
test.’” 

o When Satan realized that Jesus was not going to turn against God, His Father, Satan departed from 
Jesus (for a while). 
We must always remember that Jesus knows what it’s like to be tempted to do something that would not please 

God.  When He was tempted in the desert, Jesus stayed strong in His faith and did not give in to Satan’s 

temptations.  We should do the same thing!  We should follow Jesus’ example!  When we are tempted to do 

something that would disappoint God—or when we are tempted to avoid doing something that would please God—

we should stay strong in our faith and do “the right thing” (what God wants us to do). 

• Ask your Guardian Angel (or St. Michael, the Archangel) for help when you 

are battling with temptation! 

o When we are tempted to do something that God would not want us to do (or when we are tempted 
not to do something God would want us to do), we can ask our Guardian Angel for help!  Simply say, 
“Guardian Angel, please help me follow God’s Commandments!” 

o St. Michael, the Archangel, is the angel who, at God’s command, forced Satan and the bad angels 
out of Heaven!  We can ask him to help us as well!  A few similar words would work:  “St. Michael, 
please help me!” 
▪ If you prefer, you can memorize the Prayer to St. Michael: 

 
St. Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle. 

Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do you, O prince of Heavenly hosts, 

by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.  

Amen. 

 

 

Today’s Catechism Lessons:  Students in Grades 2-5 should have already received these textbooks.  

If necessary, they may borrow a textbook from our office.  If a Grade 1 student doesn’t have access to a 
blue/white textbook yet (possibly from an older sibling or friend), he/she may borrow one from our office.  
(Students typically receive/use their blue/white First Communion textbooks in Sacramental Prep classes in Grade 2 and 

bring them home just before receiving the Sacrament of Eucharist (Holy Communion).  The red/white textbook is usually 

distributed to students in Grade 3 Sunday Sessions.) 
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Grade Textbook Please read and discuss these lessons: 

1 Blue/white F.C. textbook Lesson 3 (The Blessed Trinity) 

2 Blue/white F.C. textbook Lesson 4 (The First Sins:  Bad Angels and Adam/Eve’s Original Sin) 

3 Red/white B.C. textbook Lesson 5 (The Creation and the Fall of Man) 

4 Red/white B.C. textbook Lesson 15 (The Two Great Commandments 

5 Red/white B.C. textbook Lesson 25 (Confirmation) 

 
 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 
Thank you for taking time to work through this packet with your child! 

Please sign the next page of this packet 

to indicate that Day 3’s work has been made up 

and mail or deliver it to Mrs. Frances at our church office. 

She will make the necessary notes on your child’s attendance record 
and will file the signature sheet in your family’s registration folder. 
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Please complete this page and return it to our Church Parish Office as soon as possible so Mrs. Frances can update our records to 
indicate that you have helped your child read/discuss the Bible stories and Catechism lessons that would have been introduced 

and discussed on Day 3 of our 2021 Summer Religion Program.  

 
 
My child, ___________________________________, in 2020-21 grade level ____, and I have 
read and discussed the enclosed Bible stories and catechism lesson(s) for Day 3 of our 2021 
Elementary Summer Religion Program. 
 

 ______________________________________________________ 
                                                         Parent/Guardian’s Printed Name 

  
                                    ______________________________________________________ 

                                                           Parent/Guardian’s Signature 

                                     
                                      _____________________ 

                                                      Date  
 

Optional family activity:  View animated DVDs 

Days 1-2:  The children were introduced to John the Baptist in our Morning Assembly and viewed approximately half of a 
30-minute animated DVD entitled John the Baptist each morning.  You may borrow this DVD from our office! 
Days 3-9:  Because we also focused on the life, teachings, and miracles of Jesus Christ, the children also viewed an 

animated DVD entitled God with Us.  When your schedule permits, please make an effort to visit FORMED.org to view, 
at least, the first of three animated episodes of The Witness Trilogy:   

• God with Us (1:28:34) 

• The Messengers:  The Birth of the Early Church (1:10:45) 
• To Every Nation (1:09:45) 

All three episodes are recommended for ages 7+.   Obviously, each episode is more than one hour long.  You’ll be able to 
start/stop the videos at any point and return to them when your schedule permits.  Pop some popcorn, sit as a family, 
and enjoy an animated movie depicting the life of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior! 

• Disclosure:  Three scenes, in particular, may be a bit confusing and/or distressing for some children:  a few 
seconds depicting Judas hanging from a tree at 1:08:34, a few seconds of Jesus being scourged at the pillar at 
1:10:10, and approximately 40 seconds depicting the crucifixion of Jesus beginning at 1:15:17.  A few years ago, 
when we previewed Jesus:  He Lived Among Us (now renamed God with Us), our pastor (at the time) reminded 
us that this is the truth of what happened during Christ’s Passion and gave us permission to use the video “with a 
fair warning to the children.”  As we suggested in June 2015 and again in June 2021, if/when children feel 
uncomfortable with any images, they should simply close their eyes and listen for a while rather than watch. 

NOTES to help parents find God with Us on FORMED.org:  

• As long as our church parish continues to pay for the parish subscription to FORMED.org, access to most of its 
Catholic resources will be free to our parishioners. (Some associated titles are for rent/purchase.) Parents and/or 
children may find other videos, talks, eBooks, documentaries, and/or movies about the saints that interest them!  

• Visit www.formed.org and use our zip code to find the name and address of our church parish.  After entering 
your name and email address to create a simple profile, you may have to check your email for a link to finish the 
“sign in” process for the first couple of viewings, but at some point, clicking on the “sign in” button should 
immediately display a “Start Watching” button. 

• Once you have access to FORMED’s home page, scroll down to find the “Kids” horizontal stripe, then use the right 
arrow at the right edge of the screen to find The Witness Trilogy.  Click on God with Us.  (Feel free to scroll 
through any of the horizontal stripes to find something that may interest you and/or your child!) 

http://www.formed.org/

