
Make-Up Packet for Day 6 

of our 2021 Elementary Summer Religion Program 
Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church        Erath, Louisiana 

 
 

This year’s theme song:  “God with Us” 

(You Tube link to theme song:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DkoPQTHBIc) 

 

Bible Stories for Day 6:  

• Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37) 
Background information first: 

• Parable:  a simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson, as told by Jesus in the Gospels 

o Most of the people in Jesus’ time weren’t educated.  To help the people understand what He was trying 
to teach them, Jesus often told parables (stories) that made sense to those who were listening.  For 
example, He often used stories about raising/protecting sheep when he was in the presence of 
shepherds.  He often used stories about gardening when He was in the presence of farmers.  When He 
was in the presence of fishermen, He used stories related to fishing. 

• In a way, plants are like people.  They need the right kind of food (nutrients), water, and a good place to thrive 
(in a container pot, in a garden, in full sunlight in a field or meadow, in a shady spot in the forest, etc.).  Plants 
also need light.  In many cases, a plant will grow towards the light.  Soil helps control the plant’s temperature.  
Obviously, if the soil is good, the plant will be healthy.  If the soil isn’t good, the plant may not grow well—or 
at all. 

• In Jesus’ time, there were no cars, buses, trains, or planes.  Everyone walked to their destinations, or, if they 
were fortunate enough to own an animal, may have had a donkey to ride. 

• Samaritans didn’t believe in God, our Father.  They weren’t familiar with God’s Ten Commandments and 
were used to living without many rules.   As a result, they were often unpleasant, self-centered, and 
sometimes, mean and cruel. 

• Because of an unpleasant history between the Samaritans and the Jews, the Jews did their best to avoid 
traveling through Samaria, often adding days to their journey as they traveled (walked) around the edges of 
Samaria, the large area of land located between Nazareth and Jerusalem. 

For the benefit of those who may not have quick access to a Bible, the following Scripture passage is quoted and/or 

paraphrased from Luke 10:29-37 in the New American Bible (Revised Edition) released in 2011: 

One day, Jesus told another parable:  A man was walking from Jerusalem to Jericho when he was 
beaten and robbed by two men.  They stole everything they could steal:  his money, his clothes, and his 
donkey.  He was hurt and couldn’t help himself.  A holy man (Jewish priest) walked by, but didn’t stop 
and help him.  A Levite (a man who worked with Jewish priests in the Jewish temple) walked by, but, he, too, 
didn’t stop and help him.  A Samaritan came down the path and saw the injured man.  (REMINDER:  

Samaritans were unfriendly and often hostile, especially towards Jews.)  The Samaritan stopped, cleaned up 
the wounds of the man who was beaten, gave him some clothes to wear, put the wounded man on his 
(the Samaritan’s) donkey, and brought him to an inn (a small hotel).  He took care of the injured man that 
evening and throughout the night.  In the morning, the Samaritan needed to continue his journey, so 
he paid the inn keeper to let the injured man stay in the room a little longer and said, “Please take care 
of him.  When I return, I’ll pay you for the room as well as your time and effort in taking care of him.” 

Then Jesus asked, “Which of these men was a good neighbor?”  The lawyer answered, “The 
Samaritan.”  Jesus replied, “Go and do the same.” 

o JUST TO BE CLEAR:  What does “Go and do the same” mean?  Should we ignore those who are 
helpless around us?  (No!)  Should we help those who need help?  (Yes!) 

o THE GOLDEN RULE:  Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.  (Treat others the way 

you want to be treated!) 

o FOOD FOR THOUGHT:  Jesus was telling a story to teach an important lesson.  He could have 
said that the priest was the good guy in the story.  He could have said that the Levite was the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DkoPQTHBIc
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good guy in the story.  He could have said that a king, or a soldier, or someone from a different 
country was the good guy in the story.  Instead, he said that the Samaritan man was the good 
guy.  Why?  (Remember:  Samaritans and Jews didn’t get along well in Jesus’ time.  Perhaps he wanted 

to tell the Jewish people who gathered in those large crowds to hear Him teach (and us) that every group 

of people—regardless of race or creed (belief system)—has some good, honest people who want to be 

kind, friendly, and helpful to others.  We should never think that someone will be “bad” or “evil” just 

because of their skin color or their creed.  We should always strive to become one of the good, honest, 

and kind people in our group.) 

o NOTE:  A few years ago, our pastor reminded us that, back in the time of Jesus, the Jewish priests (and 

Levites who assisted Jewish priests) had to cleanse/purify their bodies for days before entering the temple 

to serve.  It’s possible that a Jewish priest wouldn’t want to risk becoming “unclean” while on his way to 

the temple to serve.  Nonetheless, when faced with a situation like this, the Christian response would have 

been to help the injured man, but at that point in time, Christianity hadn’t yet been established!  The Jews 

were struggling to understand who Jesus Christ was and what He was attempting to teach!  Even if 

Christianity had been established, we can’t be sure that someone from the Jewish faith would have 

followed the Jesus’ example of helping anyone in need.  At the very least, the Jewish priest (and the 

Levite) should have made arrangements to send someone to check on the injured man. 

• The Samaritan Women at the Well (John 4:4-42) 
For the benefit of those who may not have quick access to a Bible, the following Scripture passage is quoted and/or 
paraphrased from John 4:4-42 in the New American Bible (Revised Edition) released in 2011: 

Background information first: 

• The men in Jesus’ time didn’t speak directly to women in public.  Men spoke to/with men.  (That custom 
still exists today in some Middle Eastern countries.) 

• Last summer, we learned about Jesse and his 12 sons.  During those lessons, we focused most of our 
attention on his second-to-last son, Joseph (not the same Joseph who married Mary, the mother of 
Jesus).  Because Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him, Joseph was thrown into a deep pit, sold into 
slavery, became a great leader in the land of Egypt, and, before revealing his true identity to his 
brothers, saved his father, Jacob, his brothers, and their families—and everyone in the region—from a 
severe famine in their homeland, the land of Canaan.  The plot of land that Jacob and his family lived on 
is located in Samaria near the town of Sychar, the same area where the “Woman at the Well” lived.  This 
area was also home to “Jacob’s well,” which was dug by Jacob’s older sons (when they first arrived in the 
area) and where the townsfolk continued to draw water many years later. 

 One day, Jesus and his disciples traveled through a Samarian town called Sychar.  Tired from 
their journey, Jesus sat at Jacob’s well.  While His disciples went into town to buy food, a 
Samaritan woman stopped at the well to draw water.  Jesus said, “Give me a drink.”  Shocked that 
a man—a Jewish man—was speaking to her, the Samaritan woman asked, “How can you, a Jew, 
ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?”  Referring to Himself as He spoke, Jesus answered, “If 
you knew the gift of God and Who is speaking to you, you would have asked Him for ‘living water’ 
and He would have given it to you.”  Now, she didn’t recognize who Jesus was, but she did notice 
that He didn’t even have a bucket with Him.  The woman said, “Sir, you don’t have a bucket and 
the well is deep.  Where would you get this ‘living water’?  Are you greater than Jacob, our 
forefather, who drank from this well many years ago, and drew water for his flocks, and gave the 
well to us, his descendants?” 
 Knowing that she wouldn’t believe or understand what He was about to say, Jesus replied, 
“Everyone who drinks this water will, at some point, become thirsty again.  Whoever drinks the 
‘living water’ I shall give will never thirst.  The water I shall give will become a spring of water 
leading to eternal life.” 

Thinking that she would never have to come to the well again to draw water, the woman said, 
“Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”  
To help her understand who He really was, Jesus told her a few personal details about her life:  He 
told her that she had been married five times and that the man she was living with now wasn’t her 
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husband.  Surprised that Jesus knew those facts about her life, she said, “Sir, I can see that you are 
a prophet (a man chosen by God to speak God’s truth to others)!  Our ancestors worshipped on a 
mountain, but your people (the Jews) say that Jerusalem is the place to worship.”  Jesus said, 
“Believe me, woman, the day is coming when you will worship the Father—not on a mountain or 
in Jerusalem.  You people (the Samaritans) worship what you do not understand.  We (Jews) 
worship what we understand, because God’s salvation is from the Jews.”  The woman replied, “I 
know that the Messiah (the promised Lord and Savior) is coming and, when He comes, He will tell 
us everything.”  Jesus said, “I am He, the One who is speaking with you.” 
 At that moment, His disciples returned and were amazed that Jesus had been speaking with a 
woman, but none of them questioned Him about His actions.  The woman left her water jar near 
the well and went into town, saying to the people, “Come and see a man who told me everything I 
have done!  Could he possibly be the Messiah?”  Many Samaritans followed her back to Jesus so 
they could hear what He would say and teach.  They invited Him to stay with them, so He stayed 
there for two days. 

Many Samaritans began to believe in Jesus because of the testimony of the Woman at the 
Well:  “He told me everything I have done!”  Many more Samaritans began to say, “We no longer 
believe because of your word, but we have heard for ourselves, and we know that He is truly the 
Savior of the world.” 

QUESTION:  Do you believe in Jesus just because someone has told you about Him, His life, 
and His tremendous sacrifice to help us or have you come to believe in Him because you have 
heard and/or witnessed some unexplainable, good things that have happened in your life (or 
someone else’s life)? 

• Review correct responses to spontaneous requests for prayers 

On occasion, we ask the saints in Heaven to pray for us.  After mentioning a specific saint’s name, 
the most common response is simply, “Pray for us.”  We spent several days practicing correct 
responses for these brief, spontaneous requests for prayers.  Here are a few examples: 

St. Bernadette, pray for us. 
St. Jude, pray for us. 
St. Francis, pray for us. 
Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us. 

Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us. 
St. John the Baptist, pray for us. 
Padre Pio, pray for us. 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us. 

However, there are a couple of exceptions to this rule.  (See bold red text below.)  
Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us.  (We ask Jesus for compassion and forgiveness, not 

prayers!) 

Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.  (Prompt is defined as “quick, ready;” succor 

means “assistance, help;” so our response is “hasten to help us”) 

• What’s in a Name:  “I Am” 

Thousands of years before Jesus was born, God spoke to Moses in a burning bush.  When Moses 
asked who was speaking to him, God said, “I Am who Am.”  A few minutes later, while God was 
giving Moses instructions, Moses asked what he should say to the people, and God replied, “Say I 

Am sent me to you.”  After that day, many generations of God’s Chosen People (including us!) have 
recognized the name I Am and quickly associate it with God. 

Fast forward thousands of years to Jesus’ public ministry:  One day, when the Pharisees weren’t 
happy with the miracles that Jesus was performing, they asked Jesus, “Who do you think you are?”  
Jesus replied, “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing My day; he saw it and was 
glad.’  (Like Moses, Abraham lived thousands of years before Jesus and the Pharisees were even born, but 

because they had studied the Torah (the Jewish “Mosaic” scrolls which have become the first books in our 

Holy Bible), the Pharisees recognized Abraham’s name.  They knew it was impossible for a human being who 



Make-Up Packet for Day 6 of 2021 Elementary Summer Religion Program, page 4 

 

was alive at that time to have ever spent time with Abraham.)  The Pharisees said, “You are not yet fifty 
years old and you have seen Abraham?”  Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was 
born, I Am!’  In an instant, the Pharisees became so angry that they picked up rocks to throw at 
Jesus!  At that moment, they knew that Jesus had just said that He was God—and they didn’t like 
His answer at all!  (The Pharisees could not understand that Jesus truly is God the Son!  They didn’t want to 

accept that reality at all!) 

In His public ministry, Jesus used “I Am” to describe Himself seven times.  Here are the two “I 
Am” statements that were covered in today’s lessons: 

o I am the True Vine; you are the branches.  (paraphrased from John 15:1-17) 
Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.  He takes away 

every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, and every one that does, He prunes so that it 
bears more fruit.  You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you.  
Remain in Me, as I remain in you.  Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it 
remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me.  I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without 
Me you can do nothing.” 

(Imagine a vine that grows out of the ground.  If you break a leaf off the vine, it no longer 

receives nutrients from the ground.  It will soon die.  Now imagine that Jesus is like a vine that 

grows out of the ground.  Imagine that we are the leaves that are connected to the vine.  If/When 

we break away from Jesus—whether we break away by choice or by accident—our focus and our 

soul can no longer grow and live in the life, teachings, and miracles of Jesus!  Our soul will grow 

weaker and weaker and will eventually die, causing us to lose all interest and desire to be close to 

Jesus, His Father, and the Holy Spirit (the Blessed Trinity).  He is the True Vine and we are the 

branches!) 

o I am the Bread of Life.  (paraphrased from John 6:22-59) 
After Jesus had begun to perform miracles, crowds followed Him everywhere He 

went.  After He fed the multitude of people with five loaves and two fish, a crowd 
gathered around Him yet again.  Everyone wanted to see Him perform “signs” and/or 
expected to be fed.  Jesus reminded the crowd that God had fed His Chosen People with 
manna in the desert when Moses was their leader (thousands of years before Jesus was 
even born).  Then He said, “I am the Living Bread that came down from Heaven.  If 
anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever.  And the bread that I will give is my flesh for 
the life of the world” (John 6:51).  

Some of the people in the crowd immediately turned away from Jesus because they 
thought that His message—to eat his flesh—was simply too difficult to understand.  While 
many people turned away from Jesus on that day, His disciples remained faithful even 
though they didn’t understand exactly what He meant.  They trusted that Jesus was the 
Son of God and wanted to learn more.  At the Last Supper, the disciples shared in the first 
sacred meal (Mass) and received The Body of Christ (bread consecrated by Jesus Christ and 

transformed into His Body).  Today, although we don’t understand exactly how it happens, 
we do have a better understanding that Jesus was, indeed, referring to the Real Presence 
of Jesus Christ that we receive in a sacred meal (Holy Communion) at every Mass!  He 
truly is the Bread of Life for our souls in this earthly, Christian life! 

 

 

Today’s Catechism Lessons:  Students in Grades 2-5 should have already received these textbooks.  

If necessary, they may borrow a textbook from our office.  If a Grade 1 student doesn’t have access to a 
blue/white textbook yet (possibly from an older sibling or friend), he/she may borrow one from our office.  

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=john+6:51
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(Students typically receive/use their blue/white First Communion textbooks in Sacramental Prep classes in Grade 2 and 

bring them home just before receiving the Sacrament of Eucharist (Holy Communion).  The red/white textbook is usually 

distributed to students in Grade 3 Sunday Sessions.) 
 

Grade Textbook Please read and discuss these lessons: 

1 Blue/white F.C. textbook Lesson 6 (The Son of God Becomes Man) 

2 Blue/white F.C. textbook Lesson 7 (Jesus Opens Heaven for Us) 

3 Red/white B.C. textbook Lesson 9 (The Holy Spirit and Grace) 

4 Red/white B.C. textbook Lesson 18 (The Second and Third Commandments of God) 

5 Red/white B.C. textbook Lesson 31 (Confession) and Lesson 32 (How to Make a Good Confession) 

 

NOTE:  The leader of our Catechism Corner did a wonderful job reviewing the Ten Commandments over the 
course of several days to help campers in Grades 2-5 prepare for Confession on Day 10.  A list and child’s 
explanation of the Ten Commandments is available on our First Communion webpage (in the make-up packet 
for Confession Class 2). 
 
 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 
Thank you for taking time to work through this packet with your child! 

Please sign the next page of this packet 

as proof that Day 6’s work has been made up 

and mail or deliver it to Mrs. Frances at our church office. 

She will make the necessary notes on your child’s attendance record 
and will file the signature sheet in your family’s registration folder. 

https://www.ololcatholic.com/first-communion
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/bc15c774dca4499ea6fb42da7d216ca54f8c697e/Make-Up%20Lesson%20-%20Confession%20Class%202%20-%20revised%20Spring%202021.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/bc15c774dca4499ea6fb42da7d216ca54f8c697e/Make-Up%20Lesson%20-%20Confession%20Class%202%20-%20revised%20Spring%202021.pdf
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Please complete this page and return it to our Church Parish Office as soon as possible so Mrs. Frances can update our records to 
indicate that you have helped your child read/discuss the Bible stories and Catechism lessons that would have been introduced 

and discussed on Day 6 of our 2021 Summer Religion Program.  

 
My child, ___________________________________, in 2020-21 grade level ____, and I have 
read and discussed the enclosed Bible stories and catechism lesson(s) for Day 6 of our 2021 
Elementary Summer Religion Program. 
 

 ______________________________________________________ 
                                                         Parent/Guardian’s Printed Name 

  
                                    ______________________________________________________ 

                                                           Parent/Guardian’s Signature 

                                     
                                      _____________________ 

                                                      Date  

 

Optional family activity:  View animated DVDs 

Days 1-2:  The children were introduced to John the Baptist in our Morning Assembly and viewed approximately half of a 
30-minute animated DVD entitled John the Baptist each morning.  You may borrow this DVD from our office! 
Days 3-9:  Because we also focused on the life, teachings, and miracles of Jesus Christ, the children also viewed an 

animated DVD entitled God with Us.  When your schedule permits, please make an effort to visit FORMED.org to 
view, at least, the first of three animated episodes of The Witness Trilogy:   

• God with Us (1:28:34) 
• The Messengers:  The Birth of the Early Church (1:10:45) 
• To Every Nation (1:09:45) 

All three episodes are recommended for ages 7+.   Obviously, each episode is more than one hour long.  You’ll be able to 
start/stop the videos at any point and return to them when your schedule permits.  Pop some popcorn, sit as a family, 
and enjoy an animated movie depicting the life of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior! 

• Disclosure:  Three scenes, in particular, may be a bit confusing and/or distressing for some children:  a few 
seconds depicting Judas hanging from a tree at 1:08:34, a few seconds of Jesus being scourged at the pillar at 
1:10:10, and approximately 40 seconds depicting the crucifixion of Jesus beginning at 1:15:17.  A few years ago, 
when we previewed Jesus:  He Lived Among Us (now renamed God with Us), our pastor (at the time) 
reminded us that this is the truth of what happened during Christ’s Passion and gave us permission to use the 
video “with a fair warning to the children.”  As we suggested in June 2015 and again in June 2021, if/when 
children feel uncomfortable with any images, they should simply close their eyes and listen for a while rather 
than watch. 

NOTES to help parents find God with Us on FORMED.org:  

• As long as our church parish continues to pay for the parish subscription to FORMED.org, access to most of its 
Catholic resources will be free to our parishioners. (Some associated titles are for rent/purchase.) Parents 
and/or children may find other videos, talks, eBooks, documentaries, and/or movies about the saints that 
interest them!  

• Visit www.formed.org and use our zip code to find the name and address of our church parish.  After entering 
your name and email address to create a simple profile, you may have to check your email for a link to finish the 
“sign in” process for the first couple of viewings, but at some point, clicking on the “sign in” button should 
immediately display a “Start Watching” button. 

• Once you have access to FORMED’s home page, scroll down to find the “Kids” horizontal stripe, then use the 
right arrow at the right edge of the screen to find The Witness Trilogy.  Click on God with Us.  (Feel free to scroll 
through any of the horizontal stripes to find something that may interest you and/or your child!) 

http://www.formed.org/

