
Make-Up Packet for Day 9 

of our 2021 Elementary Summer Religion Program 
Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church        Erath, Louisiana 

 
 

This year’s theme song:  “God with Us” 

(You Tube link to theme song:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DkoPQTHBIc) 
 

Focus of Day 9:  Jesus dies and rises to save us from our sins 

• Each year, during our early morning large group assembly on Day 9, we view a series of pictures to 
introduce/review moments from Christ’s joyful entry into Jerusalem on the day we still refer to as Palm 
Sunday, as well as His Passion, death, Resurrection, and Ascension into Heaven and the Descent of the 
Holy Spirit on the first Pentecost. 

• We remind the children that we remember Jesus’ sacrifice every time we go to Mass.  (Technically 

speaking, it isn’t just a memory of an event.  His sacrifice is re-presented, but that’s too difficult for children—

and many adults—to understand.  At His last supper with His apostles, Jesus said, “This is My Body…  This is My 

Blood…  Do this in memory of Me.”  Jesus repeats those words to us through the priest during every Mass—in 

present tense!  At that moment, surrounded by the angels and saints in Heaven, we are in the throne room with 

Jesus and His apostles during the Last Supper!)  We can also worship and adore Him in the Real Presence 
of the Blessed Sacrament when the Body of Christ is exposed in a monstrance for Adoration. 

o The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for Adoration while the Grades 2-5 go to Confession on 
Day 10.  All children (including Grade 1) will spend at least a few minutes in Adoration of the 
Real Presence of Jesus Christ in church on Day 10. 

• Every morning throughout the summer religion program, we review one of the “First Communion” 
prayers which are closely associated with the Sacrament of Confession.  This year’s Catechism Corner 
Leader did a wonderful job of reviewing the Ten Commandments throughout the two weeks, helping 
the children examine their conscience for a good Confession on Day 10.  On Day 9, all of the children in 
Grades 2-5 review the necessary steps to make a good Confession. 

o Examine your conscience before going to Confession. 
o Enter the Confessional, kneel, and say, “Bless me, Father, for I have sinned.” 
o Tell the priest how long it’s been since your last Confession.  (On occasion, we do have children 

who need to go to Confession for the very first time during our summer religion program!  If it is your 

first time, say “This is my first Confession.”) 

o Tell him your sins. 
o Listen to what he tells you.  While he is speaking to you, he will assign a penance for your sins.  

(As Mrs. Frances often says, “Open your ears and turn on your brains” so you will be able to remember 

the penance he assigns to you!) 

o He will request that you recite a good Act of Contrition.  Say it slowly, loudly, and clearly 
enough so he will know that you are sincerely sorry for your sins.  (Not too loud, though!  

Remember:  Your Confession is a private matter between you, God, and the priest!) 

• NOTE:  In addition to the entire 1st Grade class, we always have a handful of students in Grades 2-5 
who have not yet received the Sacraments of Confession and Communion.  When necessary, a list of 
those names (in Grades 2-5) is provided to each grade level crew leader.  Because the children move 
through our learning centers in grade level groups, these children are present for the review on Day 9, 
but do not enter the Confessional nor receive Communion at Mass on Day 10. 

• On Day 9, each grade level enters the church to see where they will sit on Day 10 when they enter the 
church for Confessions and Adoration, and later, for Mass.  We review the proper way to enter the 
church, genuflect, and receive Communion at the Communion rail. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DkoPQTHBIc
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o Reminder:  In recent years, our pastors have encouraged the use of the preferred method of 
receiving Holy Communion (on the tongue) rather than the acceptable method (in the hand). 

o When time permits, we invite children (Grade 4 and older) who have already received their 
First Communion to consider becoming Altar Servers.   

• At some point during the summer program, when time permits, because it involves some details 
(numbers and weight) that young children can relate to, Mrs. Frances often takes time to discuss the 
Eucharistic Miracle that occurred in Lanciano, Italy, in 750 A.D. to help the children understand that 
the Blessed Sacrament (the Body of Christ) truly is the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.  
She usually shares this information with parents of First Communion candidates when they attend 
parent meetings during the year of Sacramental Prep for First Confession and First Communion. 

o NOTE:  Although the text of the following PDF files is written for teens and adults, parents may enjoy 

reading the details and reviewing age-appropriate information with your child(ren).  Both of the 

following links are associated with the Lanciano Eucharistic Miracle: 
▪ http://www.therealpresence.org/eucharst/mir/english_pdf/Lanciano1.pdf 
▪ http://www.therealpresence.org/eucharst/mir/english_pdf/Lanciano2.pdf 

If time permits, parents will find many more PDF articles relating to other Eucharistic Miracles which 

have occurred over the years.  Visit http://www.therealpresence.org/eucharst/mir/engl_mir.htm to view 

a list of miracles and associated articles. 

▪ Each Eucharistic miracle has been investigated as much as possible.  Some early miracles 

(Lanciano in 750 A.D., for example) are able to be investigated only because the Body and Blood 

of Christ has never deteriorated!  In some instances, after many centuries have passed, the Body 

and Blood is still in the same condition as it was on that day!  That’s a miracle in itself! 

o There is so much more to that “bread” than meets the eye!  Once it is consecrated (blessed, 

made holy, sanctified) in the Mass, it isn’t “just a symbol” of Christ’s flesh as some people believe.  
Transubstantiation transforms the substance of it!  It truly becomes The Body of Christ! 

▪ If you haven’t yet read the PDF files linked above, check them out!  There are many 
Eucharistic miracles on that website! 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 

Thank you for taking time to work through this packet with your child! 

Please sign the next page of this packet 

as proof that Day 9’s work has been made up 

and mail or deliver it to Mrs. Frances at our church office. 

She will make the proper notes on your child’s attendance record 
and will file the signature sheet in your family’s registration folder. 

http://www.therealpresence.org/eucharst/mir/english_pdf/Lanciano1.pdf
http://www.therealpresence.org/eucharst/mir/english_pdf/Lanciano2.pdf
http://www.therealpresence.org/eucharst/mir/engl_mir.htm
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Please complete this page and return it to our Church Parish Office as soon as possible so Mrs. Frances can update our records to 
indicate that you have helped your child read/discuss the Bible stories and Catechism lessons that would have been introduced 

and discussed on Day 9 of our 2021 Summer Religion Program.  

 
My child, ___________________________________, in 2020-21 grade level ____, and I have 
read and discussed the enclosed Bible stories and catechism lesson(s) for Day 9 of our 2021 
Elementary Summer Religion Program. 
 

 ______________________________________________________ 
                                                         Parent/Guardian’s Printed Name 

  
                                    ______________________________________________________ 

                                                           Parent/Guardian’s Signature 

                                     
                                      _____________________ 

                                                      Date  

 

Optional family activity:  View animated DVDs 

Days 1-2:  The children were introduced to John the Baptist in our Morning Assembly and viewed approximately half of a 
30-minute animated DVD entitled John the Baptist each morning.  You may borrow this DVD from our office! 
Days 3-9:  Because we also focused on the life, teachings, and miracles of Jesus Christ, the children also viewed an 

animated DVD entitled God with Us.  When your schedule permits, please make an effort to visit FORMED.org to 
view, at least, the first of three animated episodes of The Witness Trilogy:   

• God with Us (1:28:34) 
• The Messengers:  The Birth of the Early Church (1:10:45) 
• To Every Nation (1:09:45) 

All three episodes are recommended for ages 7+.   Obviously, each episode is more than one hour long.  You’ll be able to 
start/stop the videos at any point and return to them when your schedule permits.  Pop some popcorn, sit as a family, 
and enjoy an animated movie depicting the life of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior! 

• Disclosure:  Three scenes, in particular, may be a bit confusing and/or distressing for some children:  a few 
seconds depicting Judas hanging from a tree at 1:08:34, a few seconds of Jesus being scourged at the pillar at 
1:10:10, and approximately 40 seconds depicting the crucifixion of Jesus beginning at 1:15:17.  A few years ago, 
when we previewed Jesus:  He Lived Among Us (now renamed God with Us), our pastor (at the time) 
reminded us that this is the truth of what happened during Christ’s Passion and gave us permission to use the 
video “with a fair warning to the children.”  As we suggested in June 2015 and again in June 2021, if/when 
children feel uncomfortable with any images, they should simply close their eyes and listen for a while rather 
than watch. 

NOTES to help parents find God with Us on FORMED.org:  

• As long as our church parish continues to pay for the parish subscription to FORMED.org, access to most of its 
Catholic resources will be free to our parishioners. (Some associated titles are for rent/purchase.) Parents 
and/or children may find other videos, talks, eBooks, documentaries, and/or movies about the saints that 
interest them!  

• Visit www.formed.org and use our zip code to find the name and address of our church parish.  After entering 
your name and email address to create a simple profile, you may have to check your email for a link to finish the 
“sign in” process for the first couple of viewings, but at some point, clicking on the “sign in” button should 
immediately display a “Start Watching” button. 

• Once you have access to FORMED’s home page, scroll down to find the “Kids” horizontal stripe, then use the 
right arrow at the right edge of the screen to find The Witness Trilogy.  Click on God with Us.  (Feel free to scroll 
through any of the horizontal stripes to find something that may interest you and/or your child!) 

http://www.formed.org/

