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Opening Prayer: 

• Review The Sign of the Cross 
o It isn’t an air prayer!  We should touch our forehead, chest, left shoulder, and right shoulder 

with intent as we pray the words, “In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”  We 
put our hands together in “praying hands” posture as we say, “Amen.” 

• Recite the Glory Be prayer 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end, 

Amen. 

 

Review a child’s definition of the word “saint:” 

• A saint is a Christian (someone who follows the teachings of Jesus Christ) who, while living, closely followed 
the teachings of Jesus Christ and, now that he/she has died, his/her soul is in Heaven with God for 
eternity (forever and ever). 

 

They are not yet saints, but investigations have 

begun for two “recent” teenagers:  

• Servant of God Charlene Richard 

o Charlene was born in 1947 and died in 1959 at the age of 
12.  She was raised in Church Point (approximately a 45-
minute drive from Erath) 

o In the summer of 1959, she was diagnosed with serious, 
advanced terminal illness (leukemia).  (A terminal illness 

doesn’t yet have a cure.) 
o While Charlene was in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in 

Lafayette, Father Joseph Brennan served as Chaplain 
at the hospital.  He was called upon to help deliver the 
news of her terminal illness.   

o Every day, Charlene offered her pain and suffering as a prayer for the benefit of others.  As 
Father Brennan walked by her hospital room each day, Charlene asked, “OK, Father, who am I 
to suffer for today?”  (When we feel sick, how many of us typically think about other people?  Many of us 

simply think about our own pain and discomfort.  Imagine how generous Charlene was to think of others while 

she was in tremendous pain!) 
o Sister Theresita Crowley also worked at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital.  During an interview 

for an article, she once described the painful characteristics of Charlene’s disease.  She also 
described Charlene as a courageous and cheerful patient.  (When people are in serious pain and 

discomfort, do you think they can be cheerful?  Charlene accepted her pain and discomfort with courage and a 

cheerful attitude!)  

o Suffering for the benefit of others is a common characteristic of a saint.  Charlene became an 
inspiration many people.  People began to call her “The Little Cajun Saint” and shared her 
story with friends and family members across the nation. 
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o After her death, her family was very protective of her memory. 
o They held the first public remembrance of her life in 1989--30 years after she had died.  They 

expected 500 people to attend.  The final estimate for the size of the crowd was 5,000 people! 
o Charlene was buried in St. Edwards cemetery in Richard, Louisiana, a small community located 

seven miles from Church Point. 
o After Charlene’s death, a local priest approached the local bishop to open an investigation into 

her life for the purpose of canonization (sainthood).  Once the official investigation began in the 
Diocese of Lafayette in January 2020, she was officially called a “Servant of God.” 

o For years, many people have been praying to Charlene for her intercession to help them find 
jobs and heal struggling marriages.  Some of those prayers have been answered, but it’s 
difficult to prove that Charlene’s soul had any connection to those results.  No miraculous cures 
have yet been attributed to Charlene.  (A miraculous cure for a serious injury or illness that has no cure 

is the “easiest” thing to prove because medical tests are used to document the symptoms and/or injuries to the 

human body.  If a miraculous cure occurs, the medical tests are repeated and the results are compared to the first 

set of tests.  If the doctors cannot explain the reason for the cure, it is called a miracle and may be attributed to 

the soul to whom the patient prayed for help.) 
o Fr. Brennan once said, "I see Charlene as a witness for people of all ages to the power of 

resignation and acceptance of God's will.  She wasn't different in any way except that when the 
crisis came in her life—and it came very early—she accepted it with faith and trust and love." 

o The next time you feel sick, ask yourself, “For whom should I suffer today?” 

• Blessed Carlo Acutis 

o Carlo was born in London, England, in 1991, but at some point, his family moved to Italy.  He 
died at the age of 15 in 2006. 

o Carlo’s mother once explained that she, herself,  
▪ was Baptized, 
▪ received First Communion, 
▪ was Confirmed, 
▪ was married in the Catholic Church, 
▪ but did not attend Mass on a regular basis. 

o As a young boy, Carlo enjoyed praying the Rosary and, after receiving First Communion, 
attended daily Mass. 

o The local priest who lead the cause for Carlo’s canonization once said, “He wasn’t dragged to 
church by his parents.  Instead, he dragged them to church!” 

o When his parents couldn’t bring him to Mass, he found ways to get himself to daily Mass!  
(That’s impressive!  Not only did he go to Mass each weekend, he went to Mass every day!) 

o Carlo’s example led his mother into a deep conversion in her faith!  She became a faithful, 
practicing Catholic—attending Mass on a regular basis! 

o He defended victims of bullying!  (Are you brave enough to defend people who are bullied by others?  Many 

people aren’t or perhaps they just don’t want to get involved in someone else’s problems.  Either way, Jesus is 

disappointed when we fail to defend those who can’t defend themselves.) 

o Carlo loved to use computers and play video games, but as a sacrifice (a willingness to give up 

doing something he enjoyed doing), he limited himself to only one hour of video games each day. 
(That’s also very impressive!  Is there anything that you really enjoy doing, but are willing to give up every day of 

your life?) 

o He enjoyed computer programming.  Adults with computer engineering degrees considered 
him to be a genius at his young age. 

o Carlo developed a website cataloging and promoting Eucharistic miracles.  You can 

view it at: 
http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/en/liste/list.html 

http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/en/liste/list.html
http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/en/liste/list.html
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o In his teenage years, he, too, was diagnosed with a terminal form of leukemia. 
o Like Charlene, he offered his pain and suffering for others:  the Pope and the Church.  (Reminder:  

The “upper case C” in “Church” means that Carlo prayed for you, me, and many others who believe what Jesus 

Christ taught to His Apostles and the crowds who followed Him.  While the upper case “C” (Church) refers to 

people, the lower case “c” (church) refers to a building where people gather.) 

o After Carlo’s death, a local priest approached the local bishop to open an investigation into his 
life for the purpose of canonization.  At that time, he, too, was called a “Servant of God.” 

o Remember:  When we learned about the process of canonization (officially being named as a 

saint) last week, we learned that it is possible for a good person to make poor decisions and die 
because of those poor decisions.  That would not be a “saintly” characteristic of that person.  In 
Carlo’s case, the investigation into his life proved that he was declared to have lived a 

heroically, virtuous life.  Because of his “heroic, virtuous lifestyle,” he was called 
“Venerable.” 

o Because one miracle has been investigated and proven due to his intercession for someone’s 
prayer intentions, he has been “Beatified” and  is now called “Blessed.”   

o Blessed Carlo Acutis once said, “All people are born as originals, but many die as photocopies.“  
 

During today’s Daily Finale, we talked about relics of saints and Prayer Blankets: 

• The word “relic” comes from the Latin word “relinquo” (meaning “I leave” or “I abandon”).  In other 
words, a relic is something that is left behind after a saintly person dies.  

• During the canonization process, we are given permission to respectfully venerate certain relics.  (We 

do not worship them because worship belongs only to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.) 

o Three classes (or categories) of relics: 
▪ First Class Relic: 

 a tiny piece of the saint’s body (usually a tiny bone fragment) 
 usually placed in the altar of a Catholic church 

▪ Second Class Relic: 

 a tiny piece of the saint’s clothing (something that touched the saint’s body) 
 something used by the saint (a book, a tool, etc) 

▪ Third Class Relic: 

 Something that has been touched to a First Class Relic 

• Prayer Blankets 

o Fabric sewn into the shape of a small blanket 
o In our area, Fr. Manny usually blesses the prayer blankets used in this ministry 
o A local group of men in St. Mary Magdalen church parish (in Abbeville) gather each week to 

pray a Rosary for everyone who has received a prayer blanket from their ministry! 

 

During today’s Daily Finale, we also attempted to finish yesterday’s saint video. 

• St. Teresa of Calcutta 

▪ Because we experienced technical difficulties with our 
sound equipment on Day 6, on Days 7 and 8 we took 
the time to finish viewing a DVD to introduce our 
campers and volunteers to St. Teresa of Calcutta.  The 
same video is available for free viewing on 
Formed.org, an online platform that offers plenty of 
Catholic resources (saints movies, eBooks, eTalks, 
documentaries, daily reflections, and children’s programming). 
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▪ NOTE:  Formed.org is free to our parishioners because our church office pays an annual 
subscription for our church parish. 

o Go to Formed.org 
o If you have used Formed.org before, click “Sign in” in the top, right corner of the 

screen. 
o If you have never used Formed.org before, click “Sign up” button in the middle of the 

screen. 
▪ Click on “Sign up as a parishioner.” 
▪ Because there are many Catholic Churches named “Our Lady of Lourdes,” the 

quickest way to find our church parish is to simply type our zip code in the “Find 
your parish or organization” box. 

▪ Select our church parish from the list that appears. 
▪ Create a simple profile for yourself. 
▪ Click on the search button at the top of the screen.   In the search box, type:   

Mother Teresa:  Seeing the Face of Jesus. 
o View the 30-minute animated video with your child. 
o After watching the video: 

▪ The animated video doesn’t give a realistic view of the slums where St. Teresa 
lived and worked in Calcutta, India.  Click on this link to help your child understand 
the kind of serious poverty that surrounded St. Teresa in her work in the slums of 
Calcutta.  

▪ In the year 2000, after Catholic authorities investigated a miracle attributed to 
her, she was proclaimed to be venerable and became known as Blessed 

Teresa of Calcutta.  At the beginning of June 2016, the Vatican announced that 
a second miracle has been attributed to her and that she would be canonized as 
a saint in September 2016.  We now call her St. Teresa of Calcutta.  Her love 
of Jesus helped her see His face in everyone she helped—even though they were 
extremely poor, filthy, and sick!  She loved everyone as Jesus loved them! 

▪ Although her simple faith and great love for God and the poor are a source of 
wonder for people around the world, she never became a proud woman.  She 
remained humble, loving, and gentle.  The story of her life offers a great example 
for all of us.  We can still learn from the words she taught:  “I am only a small 
instrument in God’s hand.  Our Lord and our Lady gave all the glory to God the 
Father; like them, in a very, very small way, I want to give all the glory to God the 
Father” (from the book entitled Mother Teresa; published by St. Joseph Picture Books, 

page 32). 

 

Review Prayer Responses: 

• We introduced this topic to the campers in our June 2021 summer program and will continue to 
remind them often in the future! 

• There are moments when, after praying with a group of people, the prayer leader will mention a saint’s 
name and the rest of the group responds with a request for prayers or for help. 

• Most of the time, we simply respond with the phrase “Pray for us.”  Using the saints we learned about 
(so far) during our summer religion program, here are a few examples: 

o Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us. 
o Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for us. 
o Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us. 

Day%206%20-%20Slums%20of%20Calcutta.pdf
Day%206%20-%20Slums%20of%20Calcutta.pdf
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o St. Paul, pray for us. 
o St. Therese of Lisieux, pray for us. 
o St. Francis of Assisi, pray for us. 
o St. John the Evangelist, pray for us. 
o St. Peter, pray for us. 
o St. Patrick, pray for us. 
o St. Katharine Drexel, pray for us. 
o St. Anthony of Padua, pray for us. 
o St. Jude, pray for us. 
o St. Rita of Cascia, pray for us. 
o St. Teresa of Calcutta, pray for us. 
o Servant of God Charlene Richard, pray for us. 
o Blessed Carlo Acutis, pray for us. 

• However, in two specific cases, we reply with a different response. 
o Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.  (“Prompt” means “quick.”  “Succor” is a Latin word 

which means “help.”  When we call upon Mary as Our Lady of Prompt Succor, we are requesting “quick help” 

from her!) 

o Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us.  (Jesus is the King of the Universe, the Son of God, the Second 

Person of the Holy Trinity.  He is the one who suffered and died on the cross to give us a chance to get our souls 

into Heaven once God opened the gates of Heaven to receive Him into Heaven after He rose from the dead.  We 

don’t ask for His prayers.  Instead, we ask for His mercy and His forgiveness for the sins we commit every day.) 

 

Today’s DVD segment in our Theater:   

• Click the title link to view this year’s movie in YouTube:  Song of Bernadette. 

• Our campers and volunteers watched 15-20 minute segments of the movie each day.  On 

Day 7, our campers and volunteers watched 16 minutes of the movie beginning at 

1:43:46 (timestamp). 

• If your schedule allows, parents are encouraged to view the entire movie (2 hours, 38 
minutes) with your child one day soon—even if you may need to break it up into viewing 
short portions over two or three (or four) nights! 

• However, if your time is limited, we also have access to a 30-minute animated DVD (see 
bottom photo at the right edge of this page) on Formed.org, an online platform that 
offers plenty of Catholic resources for people of all ages:  saints movies, eBooks, eTalks, 
documentaries, daily reflections, and children’s programming. 

o NOTE:  Formed.org is free to our parishioners because our church office pays an annual subscription for 
our church parish. 

o Go to Formed.org  

o If you have used Formed.org before, click “Sign In” link in the top, right corner of the screen. 

o If you have never used Formed.org before, click “Sign Up” button in the middle of the screen. 

▪ Click on “Sign up as a parishioner.” 
▪ Because there are many Catholic Churches whose namesake is “Our Lady 

of Lourdes,” the quickest way to find our church parish is to simply type 

our zip code in the “Find your parish or organization” box. 

▪ Select our church parish from the list that appears. 

▪ Create a simple profile for yourself (name and email address). 

▪ Once the home screen appears, use search feature to find the 30-
minute DVD entitled Bernadette:  The Princess of Lourdes.  NOTE:  Our 
Grade 1 students view this 30-minute animated video during our February 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UgwLJ4ZxnFk
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Sunday Session each year, but any child may watch it again as a good review if they cannot 
access The Song of Bernadette on YouTube! 

▪ When your time permits, feel free to scroll through the wide variety of horizontal “stripes” that 
appear on the Formed.org home screen or use the search feature to look for Catholic topics 
that interest you. 

 

Today’s Catechism Lessons:  Students in Grades 2-5 should have already received these textbooks.  

If necessary, they may borrow a textbook from our office.  If a Grade 1 student doesn’t have access to a 
blue/white textbook yet (possibly from an older sibling or friend), he/she may borrow one from our office.  
(Students typically receive/use their blue/white First Communion textbooks in Sacramental Prep classes in Grade 2 and 

bring them home just before receiving the Sacrament of Eucharist (Holy Communion).  The red/white textbook is usually 

distributed to students in Grade 3 Sunday Sessions.) 
 

Grade Textbook Please read and discuss these lessons: 

1 Blue/white F.C. textbook Lesson 7 (Jesus Opens Heaven for Us) 

2 Blue/white F.C. textbook Lesson 8 (Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation) and Lesson 11 (The 
Holy Eucharist) 

3 Red/white B.C. textbook Lesson 11 (The Catholic Church) and Lesson 12 (The Marks of the Church) 

4 Red/white B.C. textbook Lesson 21 (Six Commandments of the Catholic Church; Church Precepts) 

5 Red/white B.C. textbook Lesson 37 (Prayer) and Why Am I a Catholic (page 176) 

 
 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 
Thank you for taking time to work through this packet with your child! 

Please sign the next page of this packet 

as proof that Day 7’s work has been made up 

and mail or deliver it to Mrs. Frances at our church office. 

She will make the necessary notes on your child’s attendance record 
and will file the signature sheet in your family’s registration folder. 
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Please complete this page and return it to our Church Parish Office as soon as possible so Mrs. Frances can update our records to 
indicate that you have helped your child read/discuss the Bible stories and Catechism lessons that would have been introduced 

and discussed on Day 7 of our 2022 Summer Religion Program.  

 
My child, ___________________________________, in 2021-22 grade level ____, and I have 
read and discussed the enclosed Bible stories and catechism lesson(s) for Day 7 of our 2022 

Elementary Summer Religion Program.  We also viewed: 
❑ Day 7’s video segment of The Song of Bernadette on YouTube 
❑ or the animated video entitled Bernadette:  Princess of Lourdes on Formed.org; 
❑ and the video entitled Mother Teresa:  Seeing the Face of Jesus on Formed.org.  

 
NOTE:  Instructions for accessing all videos on YouTube and Formed.org are provided in this make-up packet. 

 
 ______________________________________________________ 

                                                         Parent/Guardian’s Printed Name 

  
                                    ______________________________________________________ 

                                                           Parent/Guardian’s Signature 

                                     
                                      _____________________ 

                                                      Date  

 

 


