
Special May 27-28 collection to support the mission  

work of the Sisters of Divine Providence Madagascar 
 

 

Students at St. Michael’s School, Pont Sofia, sponsored by LF parishioners. 

Next weekend, May 27-28, Little Flower parishioners can support the missions of the Sisters of Divine Providence 

in Madagascar, our twinning partners for the past 23 years. Here’s how to make your contribution. 

✓ Use the MADAGASCAR envelope in your church support packet and include cash or a check to LF Church 

with “Madagascar Mission Fund’ on the memo line. If you forget next week, use it anytime in May/June.  

✓ Use ONLINE GIVING parish website portal: https://littleflower-church.weshareonline.org. Select 

Madagascar Mission Fund option which will be available during the months of May and June.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY. 100% of your contribution goes directly to the Sisters’ ministries. 

TWINNING UPDATES: 

In 2000, parishioners of Little Flower Parish and the 

Sisters of Divine Providence in Madagascar joined in a 

twinning covenant of solidarity, discipleship, and mutual 

support. Here are some recent TWINNING highlights: 

Pont Sofia St. Michael’s School sponsors 
Thirty-six LF families are supporting 48 students at St. 

Michael’s School in Pont Sofia located in the northern 

mountainous region by contributing $120 for the school 

year. This money goes to help pay for students’ tuition 

and teachers’ salaries. Next year we will simplify our 

sponsor program by sponsoring classes of students 

instead of individual students. This makes for a more 

equal distribution of our contributions and an easier 

program to keep track of.  LF Sponsors can look for a 

wine and cheese appreciation and kick-off evening in 

early August.  

  

Next Madagascar visit May 2024 – 

“Come and See” 

Sr. Alphonse Marie, provincial of Madagascar, 

and her team are glad to once again host a 

group of Little Flower ambassadors to 

Madagascar. She said, “We’ll welcome as many 

of you as want to come!” They have set aside 

May 2024 as the best time for a “Come and 

See” visit. This will be a 10-14 day life-changing 

opportunity to see and participate in the work 

and community life of the Sisters.  “Come and 

see” was Phillip’s invitation to his brother 

Nathaniel who inquired about Jesus of 

Nazareth. (John 1:46).  Think about this 

opportunity for yourself or someone in your 

family. Consider sponsoring an ambassador if 

you yourself cannot go.  

 

https://littleflower-church.weshareonline.org/


 

 

Measles outbreak and continued drought in Pont Sofia  

Sr. Marie Jacqueline, the head of Pont Sofia St. Michael’s School, said that a measles outbreak in the village 

and at the school has been contained. She also said that the rainy season is over but that the rains were not 

sufficient to ensure a good rice harvest again this year. March and February have been the most difficult 

months of the year because the rice reserves have been running low after several years of drought. As a 

result, the Sisters are feeding most of the children when they come to school.  Their school year runs 

September through June, the same as ours.  

 

Plans to expand St. Michael’s School at Pont Sofia 

There is a growing demand for Catholic education and the teaching of the Good News among the villagers of 

Pont Sofia. Right now, the Catholic school only goes up to the fifth grade. The Sisters are hoping to be able to 

construct a junior high school and are looking for patrons who can contribute to the $50,000 project.  At this 

point, this is beyond the scope of our support and according to Sr. Alphonse Marie, “This remains in the hands 

of Divine Providence.” The construction of a chapel in nearby Mangoaoka has been put on hold for now. 

 

Madagascar Christmas Shoppe raises more than $700 
Thanks to the generous support of LF parishioners who donated re-sale items, shopped, and volunteered, we 

raised more than $700 to support the work of the Sisters of Divine Providence in Madagascar. An additional 

$514 was raised through the shared Lenten Alms boxes and Soup Suppers. THANK YOU.  

 

Twinning Team growing.  
On April 15, two additional 

parishioners attended our Twinning 

Team meeting to consider adding 

their interest and enthusiasm for 

the missions to our twinning efforts. 

Marian Kaiser and Kathy Mooney 

joined Betty Cepluch, Ken Stehlin, 

and Jerome Gabis at our quarterly 

Saturday morning meeting to 

consider plans for our twinning 

efforts. Next meeting will be 

Saturday, July 15, 10 a.m. to 11:30 

a.m. in the school Hospitality Room.  

Team meeting, April 15 - Kathy 

Mooney, Marian Kaiser, Betty 

Cepluch, Jerome Gabis, Ken Stehlin 

 

To become a part of Little Flower’s Twinning relationship, contact Jerome Gabis (513-349-9094 or 

jergabis@gmail.com). 

 

 

May 2023 

mailto:jergabis@gmail.com

