
GET TO KNOW: FR RUDY 
  Rev. Rodolfo Coaquira-Hijale, MCCJ, is the new pastor of Holy Family, Little Flower, St. Boniface, St. Joseph, 

and St. Leo Churches. He was interviewed by St. Boniface parishioner Lisa Biedenbach. 
 

What was your path to become a 
priest? 

When I was in high school, I participat-
ed in my home parish, in the youth 
group and parish choir, and prepared 
children for First Communion.   

What attracted you to join the       
Comboni Missionaries? 

I wanted to evangelize non-Christians.   

What should people know about the 
Combonis? 

They came to this country in 1939, 
looking for personnel and resources for 
their missions. During these years, in 
different places, they have served the 
Church among Native Americans,     
African Americans, and now among 
Hispanic communities. 

How did you come to be a missionary 
in the USA? 

In 2009, I was invited to participate in 
100 days of a sabbatical program in 
Sangre de Cristo Center (now closed) in 
Albuquerque, NM. After that first     
contact with Comboni Missionaries and 
their service among the Hispanic com-
munity, I went back to Africa, but I  
remained in touch with the Combonis, 
and in 2015, I was invited to come to 
Cincinnati to minister to the Hispanic 
community at St. Charles Borromeo 
Church in Carthage. 

What is your favorite thing about   
being a pastor? 

To witness how the Risen Lord is alive 
in the lives of the people. And that the 
church belongs to him. 

What is your biggest challenge right 
now in being pastor of 5 parishes? 

To know the community and their  
leaders, to know their needs, so we can 
build together a faith community.   

How can parishioners help you meet 
the challenges of this new Family of 
parishes? 

Have a bit of patience with me; I am a 
slow learner! We shall need openness 
to the Holy Spirit and everyone’s      
cooperation to build a dynamic and 
vibrant community of faith.  

What is your favorite prayer? 

The Lord’s Prayer because it makes us 
aware that we are all equals in the eyes 
of our heavenly Father, that we are 
brothers and sisters. 

Who inspires you? 

St. Paul, the apostle of gentiles, and St. 
Daniel Comboni, the founder of the 
religious order to which I belong, and 
his missionary spirit. He left his family 
and local church to proclaim the Gospel   

of Jesus Christ to non-Christians in Africa. 
He was committed to serve the most 
abandoned and poor of his time—the 
Africans. He was against all kinds of      
oppression and exploitation of the people, 
especially slavery.   

What languages do you speak, and how 
did you come to learn so many? 

I speak 6 languages. When I was a child,     
I spoke Aymara, my mother tongue, and 
then I learned Spanish at school. Later, as 
a seminarian in England and Italy, I 
learned English and Italian, and when I 
was in Lusaka (Zambia), I learned  
Chinyanja, and later, when I was sent to a 
remote area of Zambia, I learned          
Chitumbuka. Looking back, I wonder how  
I could have learned so many languages! 

What is your favorite Scripture passage? 

“I am the good shepherd. A good        
shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep” (John 10:11). Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, has called me to follow his foot-
steps, and every day I try to follow him.   

Tell us about the potatoes of Peru! 

There are over 3,000 varieties of potatoes 
in the Andes of Peru. They are rich in   
minerals, vitamins, and proteins, and 
come in many colors, shapes, and tastes. 
We use them for different purposes.  

What do you do in your free time? 

I play soccer and the pan flute (zampoña).   

What kind of music do you listen to? 

Soft music, especially instrumental. 

Where would you like to travel? 

Jerusalem 

What should people know about you? 

I am patient, humble, and a good listener. 

birthplace: the Andes of Peru, Puno 

family: 2 brothers, 2 sisters. My parents 

are resting in peace.  

studies: a BA from Nuestra Señora de 

Guadalupe Seminary, License Degree in 

theology from Sta Maria Catholic Uni-

versity, and a diploma in missiology 

from Missionary Institute of London 

date of ordination: October 10, 1992 

places served as missionary: Zambia, 

Peru, USA 

Welcome, Fr. Rudy! God bless 

you as you shepherd our Family 

of parishes. May our Lord give 

you good health, good cheer, and 

all good things. 


