
Dear Parents, 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your extraordinary support during this novel 
time.  Despite the hurdles, we were able to continue to provide a quality Catholic education often 
exceeding that provided by other schools with the cooperation of our teachers, parents, and students. 
Your encouragement enabled us to provide consistency in the lives of our students, your children, 
whose worlds as they knew it, were uprooted. Your loyalty and assistance were noted and greatly 
appreciated. 

  

As you well know, since March 2020, COVID-19 caused massive disruption to all instructional programs, 
including those sponsored by the Diocese of Pittsburgh. These last thirteen weeks, Diocesan 
administrators have been focused on responding to the unique challenges of the times, and providing a 
superior education in the virtual realm. Consequently, the Diocese has decided that as it continues to 
work diligently to adapt and prepare for the future, it needs more time than usual to complete the 
necessary administrative tasks for a new academic year. As a result, the Diocese has not yet authorized 
any faculty contracts for the 2020-2021 school year for any of our schools. 

As you might guess, this has created some uncertainty across the Diocese, and misinformation is bound 
to arise. For that reason, we want to assure you that we are confident about the future. Our Middle 
States accreditation has been formalized, we’ve received some additional financial aid funding, and all 
Diocesan requirements have been met. At this time Our Lady of Fatima has a higher enrollment for the 
2020-2021 school year, and we do not anticipate any changes to our normal operations in the Fall other 
than those imposed by continuing health restrictions. 

Our Fatima Family is strong; we will continue to work and pray for a positive outcome for all diocesan 
schools. 

                                                                                  God bless, 

                                                                                   Fr. Martin R. Bartel, OSB 

                                                                                   Mrs. Shirley Martin 

 


