
Curriculum Overview 2018-2019 (Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School)- Mrs. LeFebvre 

Music- 

Overview- 

The musical arts at Our Lady of Fatima are strong with a variety of vocal and instrumental experiences 

available for all! Students at Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School receive music class continually in four-

year-old preschool through eighth grade, taught by a certified music educator. Grades K-7 have music 

class twice per week, and grades PreK (4 year olds) and eighth grade have music class once per week. 

Students receive instruction in vocal and instrumental music from a variety of educational and fun 

repertoire, learn how to read, compose, critique, and play music, and apply their skills through bucket 

drumming, boomwhackers, online composition resources, and several performances throughout the 

school year. All students in grades PreK through 8 are also exposed to STEM concepts in music (we had 

lots of fun building our own instruments!), saints who have been influential in the music of our church 

(St. Cecilia), and music /instruments from all over our world. Finally, students in grades 3-8 also have the 

opportunity to sing in the children’s church choir for school Mass each Friday, as well as cantor (in 

grades 4-8). 

Here are several of our annual performances: 

• Living Rosary- in October and May (grades 4-8) 

• PreK and Kindergarten Thanksgiving Show in November 

• PreK-Grade 2 Christmas performance- in December 

• Christmas Pageant- in December (grades 3-8) 

• New this year- Beatles fundraiser Mardi Gras performance at St. Francis Cabrini (grades K-8) 

• Passion Play- in Lent/spring (grade 3) 

• Spring Show/Talent Show- in May (grades PreK-8) 

• National Day of Prayer performance- in May- (grades 1-8) 

• Famous Americans Assembly/Performance- in May- (grade 2) 

• Preschool Graduation- in May 

• Kindergarten Graduation- in May 

Curriculum: 

Here is a breakdown of skills learned and built upon in music class: 

Preschool- Grade 2- 

• Keeping a steady beat 

• Differences between loud and soft and fast and slow 

• Identifying differences between singing, speaking, whispering, and shouting voices 

• Echoing simple melodic and rhythmic patterns 

• Beginning experience with rhythm sticks, classroom instruments (triangle, tambourine, etc.) 

• Beginning rhythmic reading (quarter notes, eighth notes, quarter rests, half notes, whole notes, 

etc.) and identification, as well as note reading (EGBDF for lines, FACE for spaces) and 

identification 

• Identify skips, steps, and repeated patterns in music 



• Identify different instruments and their sounds 

• Learn and perform call and response 

Grades 3-5- 

• Identify different instrument families 

• Grades 3 and 4- Beginning experience with playing recorder (provided by school)- earn ribbons 

for skill progression 

• Begin to learn the language of music and notation- repeat signs, treble and bass clef, time 

signature, etc. 

• Introduce more advanced musical notation, including sixteenth notes and longer rests, as well as 

syncopation (music that falls off the strong beat) 

Grades 6-8- 

• History of Star Spangled Banner and American music 

• Overview of musical styles/genres (rock, Contemporary Christian, country, etc.) 

• Advanced music theory concepts (advanced time signatures, key signatures, dotted rhythms, 

etc.) 

• Use of technology in music and being an ethical musical consumer 

• Musical theater introduction 

• Project-based learning including introduction to composers and music careers 

 


