
Holy Family Catholic Church 

 
Guidelines and Directives of the Parish Cemetery 

 
 Holy Family Church will maintain the Parish cemetery in such a way to reflect the proper 

respect for those interred there.  Based on our belief in the Resurrection, the Parish Community 

requests that the conduct of all visitors show respect for the faithful departed and honor the sacred 

nature of our cemetery. Cemetery visiting is permitted between sun up and sun down. 
 

CEMETERY REGULATIONS: 

 

I. Perpetual Care 

 Care is to be understood as maintenance of plots including grass cutting and 

trimming around grave monuments and maintenance of roadways. The term “Care” shall 

in no case mean the maintenance, repair or replacement of any memorial erected upon any 

plot; nor the planting of flowers or ornamental plant; nor the doing of any special or unusual 

work in the cemetery including work caused by impoverishment of the soil or disruption 

of water supply or facilities; nor does it mean the reconstruction of any marker, granite or 

concrete work on any section or plot, or any portion or portions thereof in the cemetery 

injured or damaged by; any cause direct or indirect beyond the Cemetery 

Authorities’(Parish Office) reasonable control. 

 Damage or vandalism to a monument or marker is to be covered by the 

homeowner’s insurance of the plot holder. The term “plot holder” shall include the person 

or persons who have purchased interment rights or who hold same by rights of inheritance 

or transfer. The term “deed” shall mean only the grant of the privilege of internment and 

not a conveyance of ownership or tenancy. It does not convey any ownership or interest in 

the grave or graves in which it refers. 
 

II. Memorial Work 

 Memorial dealers should abide by all the rules and regulations of the cemetery. All 

memorials are subject to approval of the Cemetery Authorities prior to placement. 

Acceptance or rejection of memorials shall be based upon such prior approval. All 

memorial work or placement or removal of any memorial or foundation work shall be on 

the written orders of the plot holder; and with a permit issued by the Cemetery Authorities. 

The location and position in which a memorial or foundation to be placed or erected on a 

plot shall be entirely subject to the approval and under the supervision of the Cemetery 

Authorities. No monument extending above the surface of the ground shall be erected on 

plots not specifically set apart for such monument privilege. Only one marker, tombstone 

or monument allowed per grave. Service Memorials should be place on Tombstone or 

Monument itself. Monument workers engaged in erecting monuments are prohibited from 

scattering their material over adjoining plots or from leaving their material on the cemetery 

grounds. Damage done to plots, drives, trees, shrubs or other property by non-cemetery 

workers shall be repaired and cost for such repair shall be charged to the dealer or 

contractor to his principal. 

 Monuments or headstones shall have acceptable Catholic symbols thereon.  

 



 

III. Change in Address 

 It shall be the duty of the plot holder to notify the Cemetery Authorities of any 

change in mailing address. Notice sent to a plot holder at the last address in the Cemetery 

Authorities’ record should be considered sufficient and proper legal notification. 
 

 

IV. Cemetery Regulations 

 The Cemetery Authorities reserve the right to regulate the manner in which plots 

are decorated. 
 

1. Planting of trees and shrubs is forbidden. The planting of bulbs is permitted only 

within six inches of the front of the tombstone; cut flowers, potted plants, wreaths 

may be permitted within six inches of the front of the tombstone; but in no case 

may the lawn be disturbed. 
 

2. Nothing is permitted to be planted around the tombstone or marker. This includes 

bricks, stones, pebbles or any type of edging- metal, plastic, wood etc. Such 

decoration may be removed at the reasonable discretion of the Cemetery 

Authorities.  

 

3. Plastic flowers will only be permitted between November 1st and March 1st. A 

clean up notice is published in the Parish Bulletin to give plot owners reasonable 

time to remove any receptacles or flowers they wish to keep. 

 

4. Erection of emblems or religious fraternal organizations and votive light or candles 

in proper plastic receptacles is permitted within six inches from the monument. The 

use of non religious items such as shells, toys, ornaments, glass or crockery jars and 

containers shall not be permitted at any plot. This makes grass mowing difficult 

and may injure cemetery workers. 
 

5.  Motorized recreational type vehicles such as; motorcycles, snowmobiles, all 

terrain vehicles and the like are not permitted on cemetery property. Automobiles 

must park on the paved driveway, not on the lawns.  

 

V. Mausoleum & Columbarium Regulations 

Artificial arrangements, current to the season are limited to one per crypt/niche. 

Live flowers or plants, statues, pictures, memorabilia are not permitted. Nothing may be 

attached or affixed to the crypt/niche. Any dirty or faded items should be removed. If not 

removed, will be disposed of by Cemetery Maintenance. 
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