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Sat/Sun June 5/6 – Sunday Obligation Returns
Bishop Duca has revoked the dispensation which freed Catholics from the moral obligation
to attend Sunday Mass.  Those who remain vulnerable to COVID or other illnesses remain
dispensed because of their compromised health condition.  All others should consider
themselves obliged to the Third Commandment.

Face Masks
As of May 21, 2021, Bishop Duca has removed the Face Mask mandate for the Diocese of
Baton Rouge.

1. No one is obligated to wear a face mask at any church services or functions.
2. However, anyone who considers him/herself vulnerable or at risk to contract COVID

or any other illness is encourage to continue the use of a face mask.

In our parishes, each parishioner has the right to decide whether or not to wear a face mask. 
I encourage all of us to respect the choices of each other.

Note: Through Christian charity, if you see someone with a face mask, please give them
reasonable social distance as a courtesy; people wearing face masks are displaying a
concern to avoid contracting any illness.

Social Distance
The blue tape marking social distance in our churches will be removed as of June 1, 2021. 
Until that time, I ask all parishioners to please be considerate in observing those sections
of the churches designated for social distance.

Note: After June 1st, as stated above, I trust each parishioner to be sensitive to the
wishes of our neighbors who display a need for social distance by their face mask.

Holy Communion
" ALL Ministers of Holy Communion will use hand sanitizer immediately before the

distribution of Holy Communion; this remains in effect for the foreseeable future.

" As Pastor and Celebrant of parish liturgies, I will continue to wear a face mask when
distributing Holy Communion.  (I will always place myself on the right side of the main
aisle for Communion.)  Those who have concerns and wish to be extra safe from the
virus are invited to come into that line for Communion.
" The Deacons and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are not obliged to

wear face masks for the distribution of Communion.  Some may choose to wear
masks.  Simply be observant and decide if switching lines is necessary.

" Those who wish to receive Communion on the tongue and not in the hand are invited
to come forward in the Celebrant’s Communion line because he will have a special
purificator with hand sanitizer so that he will be able to sanitize his fingers quickly for the
next communicant.

NOTE: We do not know when we will return to offering Communion from the Cup, so please
continue to wait patiently.


