
The Gradual Lifting of COVID-19 Protocols

The Catholic Church in East St. James Parish, following the directions from Bishop Michael
Duca for the Diocese of Baton Rouge, has begun a week-by-week process to relax the
application of COVID-19 protocols.

Bishop Duca has stated the policy for our Diocese:  “Wear Your Mask and Come Back to
Church!”  While we relax various protocols, the request remains that people continue to use
face masks at church.  Medical professionals believe that COVID is still here and can be easily
transmitted through the air.  Thus, face masks are a reasonable recommendation to protect the
health of others.  All the same, gratefully, the end is in sight!

Here are our first steps toward a return to normal:

NOTE: We do not know when we will return to offering Communion from the Cup, so please
continue to wait patiently.

Sunday, May 2nd:
" Holy Water returns to the Baptismal Fonts and the door fonts of the church.  (It was

intended but work loads prevented its practical beginning until May 3rd.)

Sunday, May 9th:
" Adult altar servers return to Masses (weekend and weekday) as available.  (Youth

servers will return in the not too distant future, when enough families are comfortable with their
children serving regularly.)

" Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers will return to daily Mass.  (They have been serving on
weekends for some time now.)

" The Lectionary and the Gospel Book will be used for the Liturgy of the Word.  The Book
of the Gospels will be part of the Entrance Procession.

Sunday, May 16th:
" Church seating will take the first step toward normal.  (We do not yet know when the next

step to full open seating will take place, but hopefully very soon.)

N The Left Side (facing the Altar) returns to Open Seating.
N The Right Side will remain Social Distance.  (The tape remains and we ask anyone

seated on the right to sit only in designated spaces.)
N Hospitality Ministers will continue to assist with seating on the Social Distance side. 

(We will do our best not to “crowd” people into any of the pews.)

" Ushers will begin to pass the Offertory baskets again.  We will return to bringing up the
Gifts of Bread and Wine at the Offertory of the Mass.

Sunday, May 23rd:
" TBA.


