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We believe school is an essential part in the lives of our children and our families. 
Catholic schools provide not only an exceptional environment for learning, but also 
a place to grow in virtue. The spiritual, social, and emotional needs of children are 
supported in the Catholic school environment. 

In-person learning is a far superior model for learning versus distance learning for many reasons:

• Schools provide meaningful and engaging lessons.

• Teachers offer immediate feedback.

• Schools are more efficient. More content can be taught in an in person environment. 

• The human interaction helps with the social and emotional development of our students.

• Schools support working families who cannot support distance learning at the same level.

The American Pediatrics Association confirms this in their documents. (1, 2, 3)

A high priority goal is that children with no symptoms should be physically present at school.

In January of last year, St. Ignatius Catholic School closed school due to a high rate of illness in  
students. We demonstrated leadership by taking the lead on your children’s safety. We worked  
with the county, the diocese of Green Bay, and consulted area principals. Your child’s safety  
remains our top priority. 

Over the past months, the same formula we used then has been employed multiple times per week.

Three principles moving forward:

• Parents will send a healthy child to school.

• St. Ignatius Catholic School will keep the building clean.

• We will practice good hygiene.

PARENTS WILL SEND A HEALTHY CHILD TO SCHOOL
We asked families during our health crisis in January 2020 to ensure their child was healthy before 
coming to school. That same parameter will be in place now. Our high rate of fevers and respiratory 
conditions returned to normal levels in relatively short order.

PARENTS SHOULD SEND THEIR CHILD TO SCHOOL IF THEY HAVE ANSWERED “NO”  
TO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

• Have you been in close contact* with anyone who is confirmed COVID-19 positive  
within the last 14 days? 

• Within the last 14 days, were you required to follow quarantine related to COVID-19  
as a result of your travel?

• Have you had a fever of 100.4 degrees or more in the last 48 hours?

• Have you had to take medication to reduce a fever in the last 48 hours?

• Have you had a new loss of taste or smell?

• Have you had muscle pain or chills?

• Have you had a new headache?

• Have you had nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea?



*CLOSE CONTACT
According to the Department of Health and Human Services, you are considered in “close contact” 
if any of the following situations happened while you spent time with a person confirmed to have 
COVID-19, even if they didn’t have symptoms:

• Had direct physical contact with the person (for example, a hug, kiss, or handshake).

• Were within 6 feet of the person for more than 15 minutes.

• Had contact with the person’s respiratory secretions (for example, coughed or sneezed on; contact 
with a dirty tissue; shared a drinking glass, food, towels, or other personal items).

• Stayed overnight for at least one night in a household with the person.

Students who exhibit symptoms at school will be evaluated, parents will be notified, and the child will 
be sent home. Following these guidelines will decrease the spreading of any disease.

ST. IGNATIUS CATHOLIC SCHOOL WILL KEEP THE BUILDING CLEAN
St. Ignatius Catholic School has a full-time staff member dedicated to cleaning the building. Many 
schools have cleaning services that clean the building after the school day. We are fortunate to  
have someone available to clean all areas during the day.

High frequency touch areas are cleaned multiple times a day. These include handrails, door knobs, 
door handles, etc.

Bathrooms and classrooms are cleaned daily. Classrooms will be sprayed with a disinfectant daily.

The lunch area is kept clean to Wisconsin state health standards and extra time will be provided to 
ensure a deeper clean between the staggered lunch sessions.

WE WILL PRACTICE GOOD HYGIENE
Students will enter the building and hand wash. A healthy student with clean hands has little  
opportunity to spread infection. 

Hand washing will occur as they begin their day and before and after: 

• Bathroom visits

• Recess

• Physical education class

• Lunch/snack time

Equipment will be cleaned after recess and physical education classes.

SOCIAL DISTANCING
Social distancing in school presents difficult challenges. Within a classroom it is not feasible to social 
distance. The county recognizes that it is not feasible to social distance in the classroom as they  
consider all students to be directly exposed if there is a confirmed positive case of COVID. There is 
too much movement, positive student interaction, teacher interaction and learning taking place. 

We will separate desks as much as possible, but currently the county has stated that all members of 
a classroom will be considered exposed in a classroom environment regardless of social distancing, 
masks, face guards, plexiglass, or any other safeguards.



Students will stay with their class throughout the day and potentially expose only their classroom  
or a cohort.

Middle School students will operate in separate classrooms but will be seen as one class unit or  
cohort due to the mixing of students in choir, band, and after school sports.

When classrooms potentially interact at Mass, lunch, or band, students will be socially distanced as 
a class. For example, at Mass students may be sitting with their classmates, but will be 6 feet from 
another class.

Band will be held in the cafeteria to ensure more space for distancing.

Additional lunch tables will be set up to ensure our classes can be further apart. At our current  
enrollment, we can accommodate 6 feet of social distancing for two lunch sessions. If enrollment  
increases, we can use Friendship Hall or adjust our lunch schedule to include a third session.

Art classes will be held in the classrooms for lower elementary students. Middle school students will 
use the art room.

Physical Education and Art classes may meet outside the school building if possible. 

During our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd sessions, students will go with their classes to the  
atrium. Hand washing will occur before and after. Equipment will be cleaned after each session.

Recess will continue to be held outdoors whenever possible. Indoor recess will remain inside the 
classroom if weather does not permit.

It is important to note that young people are not as susceptible to the virus nor do they transmit  
the virus like adults. (4, 5, 8)

MASKS
We will follow Governor Evers mandate on masks issued July 30, 2020. The Emergency order  
requires face coverings when indoors and not in a private residence beginning August 1, 2020,  
to September 28, 2020. The diocese of Green Bay is requiring masks for all adults when they  
cannot socially distance. 

Cloth masks are not considered Personal Protective Equipment as they will not protect against  
infectious diseases. (6, 7, 8) They may slow or stop a person’s water droplet emission. The Depart-
ment of Public Instruction is providing our school with two cloth masks per child. Outagamie Coun-
ty recommends mask usage but acknowledges that even if everyone were to wear cloth masks and 
social distance in a classroom, they consider every student to be exposed if a COVID case was  
confirmed if they were together for 15 cumulative minutes in a day.

After the Governor’s mandate expires, masks will be optional for students in the classroom and  
parents can decide what is best for their child.

The CDC recommends the following individuals should not wear a mask:

• Children younger than 2 years old.

• Anyone who has trouble breathing.

• Anyone who is unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance.

Therefore, these individuals will not be required to wear a mask.



DISTANCE LEARNING
Distance learning will happen only if local authorities require it. Google Classroom was used with  
success for distance learning employed by St. Ignatius Catholic School during the shutdown last year.

If a confirmed case happens in a classroom, the county will be informed and the class will be required 
by the county to move to distance learning with the teacher staying at home as well. The county says 
all family members of the student who tested positive will also be at home for 14 days regardless of 
symptoms.

LIBRARY
Library books will be chosen from a list and delivered to the classroom where the teacher will  
distribute them in the room. Books returned to the library will be left for three days before placing  
it back on the shelf.

BUSES
At this time, Kobussen buses are running their schedule as normal. No guidance has been given on 
this matter from the county health department. The DPI released guidance stating buses running with 
3 feet social distancing can accommodate 24 students. Each family will sit as a group. We can run our 
buses with those parameters. If you have a concern with your child riding the bus, please consider an 
alternate mode of transportation for your child.

Psalm 91: 5-6
You shall not fear the terror of the night nor the arrow that flies by day,

Nor the pestilence that roams in darkness, nor the plague that ravages at noon.

THANK YOU TO THE ST. IGNATIUS  
CATHOLIC SCHOOL COVID RESPONSE TEAM!

 Joseph Bolle - Parent Todd Moore - Parent
 Jessica Poch - Parent Jean Ann Jedwabny-Almus - Staff
 Matthew Sherk - Staff Nathan Vande Hey - Headmaster

SUBJECT TO CHANGE
As information arises and changes, this document will be updated and communicated on our website.
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