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God dreams big. When we embarked  
on the journey to add a Chesterton 
Academy to St. Ignatius Catholic 
School, we envisioned adding one high 
school grade per year. Last fall, one 
family after another approached me 
asking if students entering 10th, 11th, 
and even 12th grade next year could 
attend our high school. Investigating 
the possibilities, I realized God was 
dreaming bigger than we were. To meet 
the local unmet need for a classical 
high school, we accelerated our plans 
and are beginning with all high school 
grades next year.

The Chesterton Academy immediately 
caught our attention because it aligned 
so well with our school. First, they 

proudly proclaim to be joyfully Catho-
lic. That is a natural extension of who 
we already are. 

Second, their motto is “Cultura Vitae” 
or Culture of Life. There are layers 
to this motto, but on the surface we 
will not just have a pro-life club – our 
school will be pro-life. Additionally, 
Christ invites us to a rich life in Him. 
Our school celebrates life and we are  
grateful to the Author of Life. 

Third, Chesterton Academies strive  
to be affordable. The goal is that  
everyone who wants this experience  
can have it. We have set the tuition at 
the most reasonable rate possible for us 
at $6,200. Coupled with the possibility 
of students qualifying for the Wisconsin 
Parental Choice Program or for tuition 
assistance from us, we believe this high 
school can be an affordable option for 
all families.

The first Chesterton Academy started 
humbly in 2007 in Minnesota and has 
grown to a network of 28 schools in that 
short time. We will be one of 10 new 
schools beginning in the fall of 2021. 

The integrated curriculum challenges 
students, but also invites them into the 
great conversation of where is God,  
who is Jesus, and what is my place in 
this world. What students learn in one 

class connects to what they’re learning 
in other areas so a larger picture  
emerges in their minds.

Chesterton Academies build a safe 
and solid environment where students 
engage in ideas through the Socratic 
method. Students will be taught how  
to think, not what to think. In the 
end, St. Ignatius Chesterton Academy 
students will hopefully discover the true 
freedom of living in Christ versus being 
a slave to the world.

This is an exciting time for us. We are 
experiencing a lot of growth in our 
entire school. God continues to bless us 
as we stay faithfully connected to Him. 
In the end, helping to form disciples  
of Jesus is the ultimate goal.

I have always enjoyed dreaming big.  
I am in awe of God and how He is 
drawing us into something even bigger 
than we had imagined. Let’s enter into 
the dream.

HEADMASTERnote  From Mr. Nathan Vande Hey, Headmaster

YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR  
FREE CATHOLIC EDUCATION  
through the Wisconsin Parental 
Choice Program (WPCP). Call 

759-9290 for information!
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Encountering 
Excellence
Two and a half years ago, I 
came to Kaukauna as Pastor for 
Holy Cross and St. Katharine 
Drexel Parishes. It did not take 
me long to discover one of the 
great ministries of the parishes 
was its Catholic Classical School,  
St. Ignatius.  

In my journey with the students of St. Ignatius during 
these past few years, I have been privileged to witness  
the joyful growth and transformation of our students 
(both academically and spiritually) who are simply given 
the opportunity to embrace their faith and grow in the 
powerful understanding of what it means to be a  
missionary disciple of Jesus Christ.    

At St. Ignatius, our Catholic classical education provides 
the academic excellence and moral framework based on 
the firm foundation of our Catholic faith, which provides 
an essential understanding of ourselves as Children of God.  

We do this by providing a faith-based road map for our  
students to learn and grow. It encourages students to 
pursue the why, how, and who of ideas and decisions in 
addition to the what, and helps develop young people 
to own their power to enrich their lives and the lives of 
others. Directly and indirectly, a classical education offers 
a deeper, lasting preparation for living a meaningful  
life by encouraging its two guiding principles – wisdom  
and virtue.  

Ultimately, our students will emerge with a greater aware-
ness of the moral imperative to others and the ability to 
create change and opportunity in the world – even when 
faced with resistance and obstacles.

It is incredible to witness how our school, St. Ignatius,  
is a vessel of the light and grace, not only for our students, 
but for the greater community of Kaukauna and Holland-
town. The joy I encounter in the classrooms is instilled in 
our children by calling them to claim for themselves the 
power of their existence by understanding the sacredness 
of their lives and the lives of all they encounter.  

There is no doubt in my mind that the wonderful growth 
we have seen in our school is because of our commitment 
to provide a foundation of truth and life based on our 
Catholic Faith. 

Peace and Joy, 
Fr. Don Everts, Pastor 
Holy Cross & St. Katharine Drexel Parishes

Births and Adoptions 
• Sara (Brochtrup) Weber (1998) and her husband, 

Miles Weber (1997), welcomed a baby boy in 
September, 2020. The couple makes their home 
in Kaukauna, WI.

• Andrew Greenwood (2000) and his wife, Dr. 
Christina Greenwood, welcomed a baby boy  
in November, 2020. The couple resides in 
Bethesda, MD.

• Maria (Van Abel) Stave (2007) and her husband, 
Joel, welcomed their first baby, Bennett Daniel 
Stave, on October 9, 2020. The couple resides  
in Darboy, Wisconsin.

Weddings and Anniversaries 
• Pat (1958) and Jean (McCormick) Ryan (1958)

celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary on 
March 19, 2021. They were married in 1966.

• Steve (1967) and Peggy (Cleveland) Vande Hey 
(1967) will celebrate 49 years of marriage on 
April 14, 2021. They were married in 1972.

• Danny Noonan (2009) wed Nicole Bluell on  
October 31, 2020. The couple resides in  
Appleton.

To submit your important life events to our  
Community News, fill out the form online here:  
www.stignatiuskaukauna.org/alumni-events. 

You can also email your update to Margaret  
Karius at mkarius@stignatiuskaukauna.org or  
call (920)766-0186.

MARRIAGES - BIRTHS - GRADUATIONS - RETIREMENTS

ALUMNIarena

YOUR SUPPORT IS APPRECIATED!
Each year alumni, grandparents, parents, parishioners,  

and friends of St. Ignatius are asked to support our  
mission by contributing to the overall operation of our  

school. Annual donations allow us to serve our students  
and address instructional needs and facility expenses.

Tuition and parish subsidy cover 83% of our operational  
costs. We count on everyone’s generosity to make up  
the 17% still needed. Your annual gifts make a critical  
difference that enables the rich tradition of Catholic  

Education in Kaukauna to continue!

www.stignatiuskaukauna.org/giving
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When Joan Voet, Holy Cross class of ‘49 attends 
her grandson’s eighth grade graduation from St. 
Ignatius later this May, it will mark the end of a 
family legacy. Joan and her five siblings graduated 
from Holy Cross School, all of her five children 
graduated from Holy Cross School, and all of her 18 
grandchildren will have graduated from one of the 
Kaukauna Catholic Schools. When we recently sat 
down with Joan to discuss this milestone, she remi-
nisced about her time at Holy Cross and recounted 
how fortunate she felt to have her entire family 
receive a Catholic education.

What can you remember about your time 
at Holy Cross? I remember many outstanding 
sisters who taught us and cared about us. Sister 
Jane Dominic, my eighth-grade teacher, Sister Rose 

Marie, Sister Joseph Marie and many others were 
very kind, and you just felt very comfortable in their 
presence. In the old school, the nuns lived right 
on the school grounds. I remember the classrooms 
were full – maybe 40 or more students in one room 
– and only one teacher! No teaching assistants at all 
and very few disruptions in the classroom. When I 
was in eighth grade, they started the construction of 
the new school. We did have a football team, but we 
certainly didn’t have a gym back then. We walked to 
school about a mile every day, then back home for 
lunch, back to school, and then home afterward. 
Is it a wonder we were so skinny back then? We did 
have dances in the church basement for the middle 
school students and they would play the jukebox. 
That was our way of socializing. It was just a much 
simpler time back then.

Three Generations of Alumni  
for the Joan Voet Family

ALUMNIspotlight  The Voet Family

Do you know alumni doing good things in our community? Do you get together with  
your graduation class? If you have a story or photo to share, we want to hear from you!  

Email Margaret at: mkarius@stignatiuskaukauna.org.

WHERE ARE YOU NOW?

1954
New Holy Cross 

School opens

1871
St. Francis 

School opens

1945

1950

1970

1960

1975

1980

1985

1990

1885
St. Mary 

School opens

1886
Original Holy 
Cross School 

opens

1964-65
St. Aloysius 

School opens

1994-95
Kaukauna 

Catholic School 
System created

2004
Kaukauna 

Catholic School 
System 

consolidates to 
two buildings

2016-17
St. Ignatius 

Catholic School 
created

 

Alumni Joan Voet  
pictured with her  

eighteen grandchildren.
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Why was it important to you that 
your children attended Catholic 
school? The sisters and the lay teach-
ers were very committed to caring for 
the kids and to providing an excellent 
education. They did an excellent job 
of teaching the sacraments and they 
understood the importance of those 
sacraments. There was also a sense of 
discipline at the school that helped 
create a strong learning environment. 
Morals and values were also a big part 
of what the school offered. 

In watching your grandchildren 
grow up, what benefits do you 
think they received from their 
Catholic education in Kaukauna?  
I think the Catholic part is the most  
important. Three generations of my 

family and I, including my grandchil-
dren, received a strong foundation in 
our faith. All my siblings, my children, 
and my grandchildren still hold fast 
to their faith and it has served them 
well as they’ve made life decisions and 
worked through life’s challenges. The 
school also continues to provide excel-
lent academics, which is evidenced by 
the honor roll that comes out from the 
local high schools every year. My grand-
children and the rest of the Kaukauna 
Catholic School students are always very 
well represented. My grandchildren 
have also had the opportunity to par-
ticipate in all sorts of extra-curricular 
activities over the years. I have enjoyed 
many volleyball matches, basketball 
games, track meets, band concerts and 
Christmas concerts over the years.

What are your thoughts  
regarding the new high school  
at St. Ignatius? I think it is a won-
derful idea. I think students at that age 
are discerning their vocations in life 
and trying to figure out their place in 
the world, and St. Ignatius will provide 
them with the guidance and instruction 
they need to help guide their path. 

If someone was considering  
sending a student to St. Ignatius, 
what would you tell that person?  
I would say by all means; St. Ignatius is 
an excellent school with very dedicated 
teachers, and faith is utmost in their 
priorities. For my entire family, I can 
see the value of our education in how  
it helped to form us as individuals. 

Alumni Joan Voet is 
seated in the second row, 

third from the right.

Joan Voet pictured 
with her five children.

Joan Voet pictured 
with her five siblings.
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ALUMNIarena
S E N I O R  S P OT L I G H T

BENJAMIN MOORE 
KCSS Class of 2017 
KHS Class of 2021
What is my life’s goal? When asked this ques-
tion, I’m sure most people will answer it with 
the job they’d like to have. I believe who you 
want to be, is more important than what you 
do. My goal in life is to live my faith, especially 
in today’s trying times. I love the quote, “Only 
God can turn your mess into a message, your 
test into a testimony, your trial into triumph, 
and a victim into a victor.” I want to inspire 

people to never give up, have faith in God, and use my love of  
football to get that message out. I am grateful to have had the 
opportunity to attend Holy Cross from Pre-K through 8th grade. 
It helped form me into a strong, confident, and resilient person, 
someone who is not ashamed of his faith or relationship with  
God, someone who is a leader, not a follower.

I didn’t have it easy growing up; my mom and dad divorced in 2006 
when I was four years old. My dad was not in my life from age four 
to 10 and is only sporadically in my life today. That’s a hard feeling 
to shake, not understanding how someone could walk out on a 
child. I was blessed to be raised by two strong, faith- filled women: 
my mom and grandmother. They taught me from the beginning 
that I could always lean on my heavenly Father, as he would never 
walk out on me.

My life has indeed been about FAITH, FAMILY, and FOOTBALL. 
Our family has season Packer tickets, and from age four on, my 
mom and I never missed a home game together. We bonded over 
football, and as soon as I was able to play, it was flag, Pop Warner, 
Raiders, and Ghosts football. Football is not just about a game to 
me; it has become a blueprint for my life. It has given me an outlet 
to share my personality, my love of the game, and to praise God in 
everything I do, win or lose. 

I will be attending Northern State in Aberdeen, South Dakota, and 
playing Division 2 Football. I will major in finance. I’ve always had a 
love for numbers and math; it just comes easy. I plan on exploring 
careers in the area of finance, accounting, or actuarial science.

I will forever be grateful to St. Ignatius/Holy Cross for laying that 
strong foundation and for helping me grow into the man I am  
today. And for blessing me with some of my very best friends that 
have become like family. I’d like to give a special shout out to 
Father Tom Pomeroy. Our class still talks about him being one of 
the smartest men we know. He taught me how to tie a tie. In life, 
sometimes, “when you don’t get what you want, you get what you 
are supposed to have.” I want to earn everything I have because of 
my hard work, dedication, leadership, and positive attitude.

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  
- Romans 8:28

St. Ignatius Student  
Basketball Clinic
The St. Ignatius Athletic Association offered a free 
basketball clinic to St. Ignatius students on three 
Saturdays this past March. The clinics were held in 
the St. Ignatius Gymnasium and focused on fun  
and fundamentals appropriate for each age. 

Each age group was held at a separate time slot  
in order to tailor the clinics to age-appropriate 
skills and to keep groups small. Our middle school 
students volunteered their time to assist and  
mentor the younger athletes.

This was a fantastic opportunity for our students  
to learn and work together. Thank you, St. Ignatius 
Athletic Association!



STUDENTS in action  Warm Weather Brings Class Outside
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HOLY CROSS MEN’S OPEN  
Basketball tournament featuring some of the  

best basketball players in the Midwest.

April 16-18 and  April 23-25, 2021
www.Facebook.com/hcmensopen 

Holy Cross Gym | 320 Kaukauna Street | Kaukauna, WI 54130

Alumni, We Are Looking For You!

Our Alumni Association is made up of 
graduates from all schools within the 
history of our system: St. Aloysius, St. 
Francis, St. Mary, Holy Cross, KCSS, 
and St. Ignatius. 

We are looking for individuals who 
would be interested in organizing and 
helping grow our school archives.  
This would be a great opportunity for 
those who attended a Hollandtown or 

Kaukauna Catholic School or those  
with an eye for organization. We have  
an amazing collection of photographs 
and newspaper articles and would  
love to put some names to faces. 

We host alumni meetings twice a  
month on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of the month at 9:30am 
in Friendship Hall at Holy Cross. It’s 
“Where We All Come Together!”

We have great opportunities  
for alumni to get involved!

To learn more, contact us at  
egetchius@stignatiuskaukauna.org.

Pictured:  
Third graders eager to  
share their knowledge  

during religion class. 

Pictured: A third grader works on her 
mastery of the Rocky Mountain States 

by chalking them from memory.



GET US IN YOUR INBOX!
Would you prefer to receive our  

Community Newsletter via email? 
Email mkarius@stignatiuskaukauna.org.

Mr. Nathan Vande Hey – Headmaster

2020-2021 BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Fr. Don Everts – St. Katharine Drexel  

and Holy Cross Parish 
Mike Voet, Chairperson 

Julie Vande Hey, Vice Chairperson 
Pat Weyenberg, Treasurer 

Rachelle Hansen, Secretary 
Amy Asenbrener, Lyn Braatz, 

Lynn Hietpas

CONTACT US 
St. Ignatius Catholic School 

220 Doty Street, Kaukauna, WI 54130 
(920) 766-0186

SICS Before & After School Care  
(920) 759-4566 

Marketing (920) 759-9290 
Business Office (920) 759-4508

www.stignatiuskaukauna.org

St. Ignatius Catholic School
220 Doty Street
Kaukauna, WI 54130
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We’ve been blessed with another 
amazing matching gift opportunity!
Generous anonymous donors have offered to match $10,000, dollar for 
dollar, beginning on March 19th, The Solemnity of Saint Joseph. And if  
we reach our $10,000 goal by April 30th, they will match all gifts made  
on May 1st up to $5,000 in honor of the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker!

Donations through May 1st will be matched dollar for dollar! 
Please consider helping our school by making a dona-
tion to this MATCHING CAMPAIGN!

Mail donations to 220 Doty Street, Kaukauna, WI 54130, Attn: Saints 
in Training or visit our website at stignatiuskaukauna.org and click on  
the “Donate Now” button.

SAINTS SAINTS 
in training

MATCHING CAMPAIGN


